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(57) Abstract: Provided is an observation device and method as well as an observation control program with which the
speed of autofocus control in each observation area can be increased and the scanning time in each observation area can
be reduced. The present invention comprises: a stage 51; an imaging optical system 14 including an objective lens; a
detection unit 18 including displacement sensors 18a, 18b that detect the position in the vertical direction of a culture
container 50; an imaging optical system control unit 21 that controls an imaging optical system drive unit 15 on the basis
of the vertical direction position of the culture container 50 to move the objective lens in the optical axis direction; and a
horizontal direction drive unit 17 that moves the stage 51 in a main scanning direction and a sub scanning direction and that
reciprocally moves the stage 51 in the main scanning direction. The detection unit 18 detects the vertical direction position
of the culture container 50 at a position in the observation arca more toward the front side in the movement direction than
the position in the observation area of the imaging optical system 14 relative to the culture container 50, and switches the
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displacement sensor to be used according to changes in the movement direction in the main scanning direction.
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