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1 Claim.

This invention relates to means for facilitating
opening a paper cup which normally lies in a
closed position, the general object of the inven-
tion being to provide tabs on the faces of the
cup so that by pulling upon such tabs the cup
will be opened so that water or the like can
be readily placed in the same, thus avoiding
soiling of the cup at the mouth thereof by the
fingers in an attempt to open the cup.

This invention also consists in certain other
features of construction and in the combination
and arrangement of the several parts to be here-
inafter fully described, illustrated in the accom-~
panying drawing and specifically pointed out in
the appended claim.

In describing the invention in detail, reference
will be had to the accompanying drawing where-
in like characters denote like or corresponding
parts throughout the several views, and in which:

Figure 1 is a front view of the cup made in
accordance with this invention.

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2—2 of Fig-
ure 1.

Figure 3 is a sectional view showing the cup
in open position and shown in dotted lines how
the tabs are gripped by the fingers.

Figure 4 is a sectional view showing a modi-
fication.

In this drawing the letter A indicates a form
of paper cup now on the market and which has
its side edges pleated so that the front and rear
faces of the cup will lie close together when
the cup is closed as shown in Figure 2. As is
well known it is a difficult matter to open this
cup without soiling the mouth thereof by the
fingers, etc., and it is the object of this inven-
tion to provide tabs B on the front and rear faces
of the cup so that these tabs can be gripped
between the fingers of the two hands, as shown
in dotted lines in Figure 3 to permit the cup to
be opened so that water or other liquid can be
placed therein. As shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3
the tabs are placed out of horizontal alignment
with the tab on the front face above the tab on
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the rear face and each tab is formed of a strip
of material folded laterally into two halves with
one half fastened to the cup as shown at { and
the other half 2 folded over the half 1. This
half 2 can be moved to the position shown in
Figure 3 so that it can be gripped between the
fingers so that the fingers of the two hands
engaging the tabs can open the cup.

Instead of having the tab forming strip fold-
ing one half upon the other, the strip can re-
main straight as shown at B’ in Figure 4 with
the upper half 2’ free of the cup so that it can
be bent at right angles to the dotted line posi-
tion shown in Figure 4 so that this part can be
gripped between the fingers to open the cup.
The lower half 1’ is fastened to the cup.

Thus it will be seen that I have provided sim-

‘ple means for forming hand grips on a paper

cup so that the same can be readily opened with- -
out the fingers touching any part of the cup ex-
cepting the finger grips and the parts are so
formed that the cup can be dispensed from well
known types of dispensing machines, particu-
larly when made in accordance with Figure 4.

. It is thought from the foregoing description
that the advantages and novel features of the in-
vention will be readily apparent.

It is to be understood that changes may be
made in the construction and in the combination
and arrangement of the several. parts provided
that such changes fall within the scope of the
appended claim. .

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

In a paper cup of the type having pleats in its
side edges for permitting the front and rear faces
to be placed close together, tabs on the outer
faces of the front and rear parts of the cup,
each tab having a free part to be bent to form
& finger grip, each tab being formed of a longi-
tudinally extending strip of material having one
half connected with a wall of the cup and the
other half free.
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