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(57) ABSTRACT 
A boot support device which serves to support the leg 
portions of a pair of boots in an upright configuration 
and to retain the pair of boots in a secured relation 
ship with respect to one another. The device consists 
of a frame having a pair of elongated leg members 
adapted to be inserted into the leg portions of a pair of 
boots. The leg members are connected at their upper 
ends and extend downwardly therefrom in sufficiently 
close proximity to one another to receive the leg por 
tions of the boots therebetween and to support the leg 
portions in an upright configuration. 

1 Claim, 5 Drawing Figures 

  



US Patent Sept. 23, 1975 Sheet of 2 3,907,115 

  



US Patent Sept. 23, 1975 Sheet 2 of 2 3,907,115 

46 
4O 

36 V 38 

32 34 34 

FG, 4. F.G. 5 

  



3,907, 15 

BOOT SUPPORT DEVICE 
FIELD OF INVENTION 

This invention relates to a boot support device. In 
particular this invention relates to a device for support 
ing the legs of a pair of boots in an upright position and 
for storing a pair of boots in a secured relationship with 
respect to one another. 

PRIOR ART 

Considerable difficulty has long been experienced in 
attempting to store calf length boots in an orderly fash 
ion when not in use. It is cquite common practice to stuff 
the leg portion of the boot so that it will remain in an 
upstanding position during storage. This is often 
achieved simply by stuffing the leg portion with paper, 
cardboard or the like. This practice is not satisfactory 
and the stuffing materials are not always immediately 
available. Furthermore, it is important to maintain the 
leg portions of the boot in an upright position during 
storage so as to avoid creasing of the leg portion. Be 
cause boots cannot be stored in a shoe rack, the indi 
vidual boots of a pair of boots tend to become sepa 
rated from one another because they are not held to 
gether during storage and difficulty may be experi 
enced in finding a matching pair of boots. This problem 
is particularly inconvenient when boots of the overshoe 
type are removed prior to entering an establishment in 
winter and left in a storage area along with a large num 
ber of other boots. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention overcomes the difficulties of 
the prior art and provides a simple and inexpensive 
boot support device which serves to support the leg 
portions of the boots in an upright configuration and to 
retain a pair of boots in a secured relationship with re 
spect to one another in storage. 
According to an embodiment of the present inven 

tion, a boot support device for supporting the leg por 
tions of a pair of boots in an upright position comprises 
a frame having a pair of elongated leg members 
adapted to be inserted into the leg portions of a boot, 
the leg members having an upper end and a lower end, 
the leg members being connected at their upper ends 
and extending downwardly therefrom in sufficiently 
close proximity to one another to receive the leg por 
tions of a pair of boots therebetween to support the leg 
portions of the boot in an upright configuration. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The invention will be more clearly understood after 
reference to the following detailed specification read in 
conjunction with the drawings, wherein 
FIG. 1 is a pictorial view of a boot support device ac 

cording to an embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a front view of the device of FIG. ; 
FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic illustration of the manner in 

which the support device of FIG. 1 is applied; 
FIG. 4 is a front view of a boot support device ac 

cording to a further embodiment of the present inven 
tion; and 
FIG. 5 is a side view of the boot support device of 

FIG 4. 
With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, the 

reference numeral 10 refers generally to a boot Support 
device according to an embodiment of the present in 
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vention. The device 10 consists of a wire frame formed 
to provide leg members 12 and 14, which are con 
nected at their upper ends by a narrow bridge portion 
6. The legs 12 and 14 extend downwardly from their 

upper end in a spaced parallel relationship. The lower 
portions 18 and 20 of the legs 12 and 14 are outwardly 
flared. The legs 12 and 14 diverge in a direction away 
from the upper end thereof so that the legs 12 and 14 
are of a greater width at the lower end thereof than 
they are at the upper end. A suspension hook 22 ex 
tends upwardly from the upper end of the legs 12 and 
14 and serves to support the frame from an overhead 
support when required. In the embodiment illustrated 
in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, the legs 12 and 14 and 
the hook 22 are formed from a unitary wire which is 
bent upon itself to provide the required configuration 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings. The ends 
of the wire are welded to one another in the area of the 
bridge piece 16 or butt welded at any other convenient 
point on the length of the wire frame, and the bridge 
piece 16 is preferably spot welded to the adjacent sec 
tions of legs 12 and 14. This serves to secure the wires 
on each side of the legs 12 and 14 with respect to one 
another and to secure the legs 12 and 14 with respect 
to one another. The frame is preferably constructed 
from a wire which has a substantial resilience, such as 
spring wire, so that the legs may be spread apart a suffi 
cient distance to receive the boots without being per 
manently deformed. It will be understood that the 
frame may also be made from more than one length of 
wire. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3 of the drawings, in use the leg 

portion 12 is located within the leg of one boot 24 and 
the leg portion 14 is located within the leg portion of 
a second boot 26. The leg portion 12 and 14 are dis 
posed in sufficiently close proximity to one another to 
receive the legs of a pair of boots therebetween and to 
retain the leg portions of the boots in an upright config 
uration. Preferably the leg portions 12 and 14 are 
spaced apart from one another a distance which is less 
than twice the thickness of the wall of the leg portions 
of the boots which are to be supported so that the legs 
12 and 14 have to be forced outwardly with respect to 
one another to receive the boots therebetween so that 
when the boots are positioned between the legs, the re 
silient nature of the material of which the frame is 
made serves to clamp the leg portions of the boots 
therebetween. The degree of clamping may be suffi 
cient to enable the boots to be retained on the frame 
when the frame is supported from an overhead support 
by means of the hook end 22. In use the boots will nor 
mally rest on their soles when the support device is in 
use. The primary purpose of the hook 22 is to support 
the device 10 in a storage location when not in use. 
The increased width of the clamping members 

towards their lower end serves to assist in retaining the 
leg portions of the boot in an upright configuration 
when the support device is in use with the boots resting 
on their soles. 

It has been found that a boot support device of the 
type described above may have leg members measuring 
about 15 inches in length and having a width of about 
2%inches at the lower end thereof and being spaced 
apart a distance of about 4 inch. The hook portion 22 
at the upper end thereof is preferably proportioned 
substantially in accordance with the proportions of the 
hook portion of a conventional clothes hanger. 
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Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5 of the drawings, the boot 
support device 30 has a pair of leg members 32 and 3.4 
which are in the form of narrow elongated strips of a 
resilient material, such as a spring steel or other metal 
or plastic material. The legs 32 and 34 have short por 
tions 36 and 38 at their upper ends. The portions 36 
and 38 are connected by a short bridge portion 40. The 
portions 36 and 38 converge in a direction downwardly 
from the bridge portion 40 and the legs 32 and 34 are 
disposed in an intimate face-to-face contact over a 
major portion of their length. The portions .42 and 44 
at the lower end of the legs 32 and 34 respectively are 
flared outwardly so as to facilitate the location of the 
leg portions of boots therebetween in use. The hook 
portion 46 extends upwardly from the bridge portion 
40 and serves to support the leg members 32 and 34 
from an overhead extension as required. 
As previously indicated, the frame of the embodi 

ment of the invention illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5 of the 
drawings is made from a resilient material so that the 
legs 32 and 34 may be forced apart to permit the leg 32 
to be located within the leg opening of one boot and to 
permit the leg 34 to be located within the leg opening 
of another boot of a pair of boots to clamp the leg por 
tions of the pair of boots therebetween to support the 
boots in an upright position. 
Various modifications of the present invention will 

be apparent to those skilled in the art without departing 
from the scope of the invention. For example, leg por 
tions having the same general outline as those illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings may be made 
from a unitary plastic body. In addition, the connection 
between the legs 12 and 14 may be effected at the 
upper end of the hook portions rather than at the lower 
end of the hook portion. A support device may also be 
provided which does not include a hook portion. 
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From the foregoing it will be apparent that the pres 

ent invention provides a simple and inexpensive form 
of boot supporting device which may be used to sup 
port the leg portions of a pair of boots in an upstanding 
configuration and which serves to retain the boots in 
pairs when in storage. The device also has the advan 
tage that it may be stored when not in use by suspend 
ing it from its hook member. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A boot support device for supporting the flexible 

leg portions of a pair of boots in an upright position 
comprising: a frame having a pair of elongated leg 
members adapted to be inserted one into each leg por 
tion of a pair of boots arranged in a side-by-side rela 
tionship, said leg members having an upper end and a 
lower end, said leg members being rigidly connected at 
their upper ends and extending downwardly therefrom 
in sufficiently close proximity to one another to clamp 
the leg portions of a pair of boots therebetween, said 
leg members having a sufficient length to extend longi 
tudinally over substantially the full length of the leg 
portions of a pair of boots to be supported thereby to 
support the leg portions in an upright configuration, 
said frame being resiliently deformable to permit said 
leg members to move away from 'one another to receive 
the leg portions of a pair of boots therebetween, sus 
pension hook means extending upwardly from said 
upper end of said legs for suspending said frame from 
an overhead support, said frame being formed from a 
unitary wire member which is bent upon itself to form 
said legs and suspension hook, said legs diverging in 
width in a direction towards the lower end thereof to 
provide a greater width at the lower end of each leg 
member than at the upper end of each leg member. 
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