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fibers (1) positioned two or more cores in the x-axis direction, and two

or more cores in the y-axis direction, where the x-axis is treated as the
major axis and the y-axis is treated as the minor axis in a cross-section of

a sheath (3); and tensile strength bodies (5, 5) that are positioned on ei-
ther side of the optical fibers (1) in the x-axis direction in the cross-sec-
tion of the sheath (3). Two pair of notches (A, A', B, B") are formed in
mutual opposition in both surface portions in the Y-axis direction upon
the sheath (3). In the cross-section of the sheath (3), two straight lines
that join the opposing notches (A, B, A', B') are approximately parallel
to the y-axis and pass through both x-axis direction end portions of the
optical fibers (1).
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