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IMPROVED CARPET-STRETCHER AND TACK-HOLDER. 
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 58,? 51, dated October 16, 1866. 

To dttl ?t^lt0?) ?t? ?}}¢¢t?y c0??06°?? * 
Be it kn0WIn that II, IR'REDERICIX ASHILEY, 

of the city, county, and State of NeW York, have 
invented a neW and Improwed Combined Car 
pet-Stretcher and Tack. -Holder; and I do 
hereby declare that the folloWing is a full, 
clear, and exact description there0f, Which Will 
enable otherS Skilled in tlhe art to make and 
use the Sanne, reference being had to the ac 
c0Impanying d1'aWings, forming part of thiS 
Specificatioll. 
The presellt, in wretution relates to an ex 

tremely nowel :blld useful implement for the 
|laying (lOWn alld ta¢kiing of carpetS and Other 
coverings used for the floors of rooms in 
dWelling-houses and other priwate and public 
buildings; ?ui(l it consists of a carpet-Stretcher 
and tack-dholder combined in OIne and the Same 
implement, by means of Which the Stretching 
?t1nd the tacki]]g (l0W'm Of carpetS Or Otller Sim 
ilar.c0Werings for fl00rs can be acc0m])lished 
With ease and disp:atch and With the utIm0st 
COin wremie]nce. 
In accompa1lying plate of drawingS Imy com 

bined carpet-Stretcher' aIn(l tack-holder iS illutS 
tl':ute(l--- 

Figure 1 being a plan Or top wieW; Fig. 2, 
a Section taken in tlhe line a? ??, Fig. 1. 
A in the drawill gS I'epreSelatS the carpet 

stretcher, which, in the present instance, com 
sists of :b bent bar Or plate, lB, of metal, that 

, at one end, C, iS Secured in a balldlle, D, and at 
tlhe otlier is ma(le With a Series of Sharp prongS 
or teeth; (t, Wlich, When the Stretcher is used, 
engage Witl) the carpet, and tuuS, by properly 
bringing it to bear upon it, enableS it to be 
stretched or pulled to the requisite degree of 
temsion. 
To and upon tlhe upper Side, IE,0f the bar B, 

and near to itS ])rOnged end, alm arm, R', iS 
lhung, turning upon a fulcrum or center-pin, b, 
of the bar, and extending in tlhe direction of 

' its length. One end, G, of this artm formS 
one.jaW of the holder for a tack, the Other jaW, 
H, being formed by cutting out a portion of 
the pronged end of tlhe bar B. 
The jaW G of the holder is held closed upon 

tlhe other jaW, H, by meanS of a Spiral Spring, I', 
inserted in the motgln J of the rear end of the 
arm If', which Spring is comfined betWeen the 
end of sucln notcla and a fixed lug or Stud, IK, 

upon the top of the bar, aS plainly Sh0Wm in F'ig. 1 of the draWings. 
The tWojaWS of the holder are b0th similarly 

m0tclled at the Same poiutS 0, forming a Square 
Sllaped aperture, d, betWeen the tWo to receive 
the pointed end of the tack, Whicla, by the action 
Of the Spiral Spring I, hereinbefore referred to, 
is thuS firmly held therein Wlrile the stretcher 
is being used for Stretching a carpet or other 
floor-COwering SuSceptible of ? being stretched, 
When, tlhe carpet bla.wing been Stretched to the 
pTOper degree, Such tack can be then driven, 
by meanS of a halmmer or other Suitable im 
plement, through the Carpet into the flo0]'' a, 
Sufficient distance to lhold the carpet and yet 
alloW the stretcher to be draWn or pulled off 
and thus released from the tack, after which 
the driWing: 0f the tack Can be c0mpleted. 

l'rom the above it is plainly apparent that, 
by Ime:anS Of my imprOWed combined carpet 
Stretcller alld tack-holder, the lab0r neceSSary 
in the Stretching and la.wing and tacking dOWn 
of carpetS and other Similar c0weringS uSed 
for floorS of r00mS is greatly decreased, and 
tlae insertion Of the tackS in the carpet 1'en• 
(lered extremely easy and c0mwenient, tlhis im 
plement, also enabling tlhe tackS to be driven 
in to the carpet and floor much nearer or closer 
to tlhe mop-b0ard of the room than lhaS here 
tofore been p0ssible, and Without the least 
danger of injuring or defacing it; and further 
more, With it the · tackS can be dri wen in the 
c:urpet at Sucla points of the Same aS are at the 
utmost degree of tension from the action of 
the stretcher thereon, as is obvious without 
any further eX])lanati0ta. 
Hawing thus described my in wention, What I 

claim as neW, and desire to Secure'by LetterS 
|Patent, is- ~ 
The dewice for the pttrp0se Specified, c0n• 

! sisting of the toothed bar B and the Spring 
arm F', With its notched end G bearing against 
tlhe immer side of the notclaedjaW H of the bar 
B, and Operating in the manner and for' the 
purpose described. 

'The abowe Specification of my invention 
signed by une tlhis 27th day of April, 1866. 

I'RBIDK, ASHILEY, 
Witnesses: 

ALBERT W. BROWN, 
JAMES A. SE}RWHCE; 

  


