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(54) Container tent for shelter of personal or storage of equipment, particularly in combat areas

(57) A container tent for shelter of personnel or stor-
age of equipment, particularly in combat areas, compris-
es an upper and lower horizontal container element (1,
2) foldably arranged by means of a support structure in
the form of profiles (3) situated near outer edges of the
upper and lower container element (1, 2). The container
tent is characterized in that  a vertical side element (4)
for covering towards the surroundings between the upper

and lower container element (1, 2) is formed by at least
two layers of a strong fabric sheet mountable at a dis-
tance from each other to provide an open gap (5) between
the respective fabric sheets, and that, after the mounting
along the erected upper and lower container element (1,
2), the gap (5) in the vertical side element (4) between
the respective fabric sheets is filled with gravel or other
mass as to achieve sufficient ballistic properties.
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Description

�[0001] The present invention relates to a container tent
for shelter of personnel or storage of equipment, and in
particular a container tent for use in combat areas.
�[0002] For instance, when the armed forces are par-
ticipating in operations in combat areas, such as in Af-
ghanistan, it is a great need for safe spaces for shelter
of personnel or storage of equipment, etc. In this con-
nection, an objective is that such spaces should be cen-
trally stored and, thereafter, transported into the combat
area having as less net weight and volume as possible.
In particular in a folded condition, this involves that a con-
siderable simplification can be achieved by additionally
utilizing dimensions corresponding to ISO containers. If
so, much of the equipment already available can be used
for production and handling of ISO containers. Another
objective is that all components of the space as such
should be accommodated within a separate package
and, then, especially enabling more packages to be
stacked onto each other. The space should also be erect-
ed into a use position at the current place in the combat
area as easily as possible.
�[0003] According to the present invention these cur-
rent problems are solved by means of a container tent
for shelter of personnel or storage of equipment, partic-
ularly in combat areas, comprising an upper and lower
horizontal container element foldably arranged by means
of a support structure in the form of profiles situated near
outer edges of the upper and lower container element,
characterized in that a vertical side element for covering
towards the surroundings between the upper and lower
container element is formed by at least two layers of
strong fabric sheath mountable at a distance from each
other to provide an open gap between the respective
fabric sheets, and that, after the mounting along the erect-
ed upper and lower container element, the gap in the
vertical side element between the respective fabric
sheets is filled with gravel or other mass as to achieve
sufficient ballistic properties.
�[0004] Advantageous embodiments appear from the
dependent claims.
�[0005] The container tent according to the present in-
vention is now to be further discussed by means of pre-
ferred embodiments depicted in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which: �

Fig. 1 shows a schematic perspective view of a con-
tainer tent consisting of an upper and lower horizon-
tal container element and a vertical side element for
covering towards the surroundings in an erected use
position;

Fig. 2 shows schematic perspective views of one or
more container tents, respectively, having the upper
and lower container element in a folded storage or
transport position;

Fig. 3 shows a schematic perspective view of in sec-
tion of more container tents connected to each other
forming a larger unit;

Fig. 4 shows schematic views in section of details
regarding the vertical side element of the container
tent; and

Fig. 5 shows schematic sections of the side element
filed with gravel or other mass, and guidings in the
upper container element for extension of the side
element along the erected container elements.

�[0006] The foldable container tent according to inven-
tion consists of an upper and lower horizontal container
element 1, 2. These are foldably arranged using a support
structure in the form of profiles 3 situated near outer edg-
es of the container elements, see Fig. 3. In addition to
the vertical profiles illustrated, and when needed, the
support structure can be provided with diagonal profiles,
not shown. The container elements and profiles in the
support structure are made from a suitable metal, e.g.
aluminium. The fastening and mounting of the support
structure to the container elements falls within the exper-
tise of skilled persons and, thus, is not further discussed
herein. The upper container element 1 can be formed
with corner fittings 9 having lift- �apertures for use during
lifting and erecting the container tent.
�[0007] In addition, it is included in the container tent a
vertical side element 4 for covering towards the surround-
ing between the erected the container elements 1, 2. The
side element is formed of at least two layers of a strong
fabric sheath, selected from suitable material type, and
mountable in distance from each other as to provide for
a free gap 5 between the respective fabric sheets. To
achieve sufficient ballistic properties and, thus, to prevent
personnel or other equipment situated in the container
tent, the gap in the side element between the respective
fabric sheets is filled with gravel or other mass after
mounting along the container elements, see Fig. 5. It
should be noted that in the folded position, as shown in
Fig. 2, the side element and possibly other accessories
can be placed within the space then being provided be-
tween the two container elements.
�[0008] To enable practical mounting of the vertical side
element 4 along the outer edges of the erected upper
and lower container element, the respective fabric sheets
are extendable along guidings 6 formed in the container
elements, whereby the container tent is also covered to-
wards the surroundings between the two the container
elements. Further, it is a necessity that an upper and
lower portion of each fabric sheet has a configuration
corresponding to the guidings in the container elements.
The guidings 6 from the section in Fig. 5 are only meant
as an example but, of course, the skilled person under-
stands that other variants are suited as well and is able
to propose other appropriate solutions.
�[0009] Although the fabric sheets in the vertical side
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element 4 could be made in the form of a separate and
continuous sheet, it seems most practical having a divi-
sion of each fabric sheet into more sheet pieces. This is
particularly the case when more container tents, as
shown in Fig. 3, are connected as to form a larger unit
of container tents having desired configuration and di-
mension. The corner fittings 9 can be utilized in a manner
not illustrated, for instance, to couple the respective con-
tainer tents. As an example, a way to join the sheet pieces
is shown in Fig. 4. A respective pair of sheet pieces is
connected to each other using an extension spring 7 sit-
uated in grommet openings 8 in overlapped portions of
the sheet pieces. If needed, it can naturally be used more
than the only and centrally situated extension spring il-
lustrated in the figure. This type of joining can be used
in connection with a vertical door element 10, a vertical
window element 11 and corner areas of one separate or
more coupled container tents. If such door and window
elements are used as part of the vertical side element 4,
these must naturally be formed in a ballistic satisfactory
manner. Alternatively, doors and windows can be pro-
tected by means of shield walls, not illustrated, then being
situated in proper distance therefrom.
�[0010] To ensure sufficient ballistic properties on the
top of the container tent, the upper horizontal container
element, after being erected, can be covered by gravel,
for instance. If so, the same container element is provided
with an indentation in a manner not illustrated, accom-
modating the gravel in a sufficient height. As illustrated
in Fig. 5, the container element is also formed with open-
ings or slits 8 for entry of gravel or other material into the
gap 5 between the respective fabric sheets in the vertical
side element 4.
�[0011] Without constituting any vital features of the
container tent according to the present invention, exam-
ples of such can be in the form of:�

- In the folded condition the upper and lower container
element or a stack thereof can be coupled in an ap-
propriate manner preventing relative displacement
during storage and transport.

- The lower container element 2 has ducts for heating
the container tent.

- The support structure can be articulated in an ap-
propriate manner to the upper and lower container
element 1, 2, whereby erecting into use position oc-
curs by lifting the container elements from each other
as to unfold the support structure to upright position.

- The upper container element 1 can be provided with
solar cells and collectors for production of electric
power and hot water and/or an air-�conditioner for
supply of cold or warm air into the container tent.

- Alternatively, the air-�conditioner can be installed
within the vertical door element 10.

- One of the container elements 1, 2 can be provided
with ventilating ducts, preferentially the upper.

- The guidings 6 in the container elements 1, 2 and
the accompanying portion of each fabric sheet is

made in thermal insulating manner.
- A separate camouflage sheet can be used at least

having dimensions covering the upper container el-
ement 1. Thereby, recognition is prevented when air-
crafts are passing over the container tent.

Claims

1. A container tent for shelter of personnel or storage
of equipment, particularly in combat areas, compris-
ing an upper and lower horizontal container element
(1, 2) foldably arranged by means of a support struc-
ture in the form of profiles (3) situated near outer
edges of the upper and lower container element (1,
2), characterized in that a vertical side element (4)
for covering towards the surroundings between the
upper and lower container element (1, 2) is formed
by at least two layers of strong fabric sheet mount-
able at a distance from each other to provide an open
gap (5) between the respective fabric sheets, and
that, after the mounting along the erected upper and
lower container element (1, 2), the gap (5) in the
vertical side element (4) between the respective fab-
ric sheets is filled with gravel or other mass as to
achieve sufficient ballistic properties.

2. A container tent according to claim 1, characterized
in that the respective fabric sheets in the vertical
side element (4) are extendable along guidings (6)
in the upper and lower container element (1, 2) as
to cover the container tent towards the surroundings.

3. A container tent according to claims 1 or 2, charac-
terized in that more container tents are situated in
a relationship to the upper and lower container ele-
ment (1, 2) side-�by- �side and/or end-�by-�end as to pro-
vide a larger unit of container tents having a desired
configuration and size.

4. A container tent according to claim 3, characterized
in that the respective fabric sheets in the vertical
side element (4) is composed of more sheet pieces
connected to each other by means of at least one
extension spring (7) placed in grommet openings (8)
in a respective pair of sheet pieces.

5. A container tent according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the upper container
element (1) is covered by gravel or other mass as to
achieve sufficient ballistic properties.

6. A container tent according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the upper container
element (1) is formed with openings or slits (8) for
entry of gravel or another material into the gap (5)
between the respective fabric sheets in the vertical
side element (4).
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7. A container tent according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that a vertical door ele-
ment (10) and possibly at least one window element
(11) are include in vertical side element (4).
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