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1. 

2,893,675 
BEVERAGE HOLDER. 

Robert W. Smith, Mound, and Merrill B. Wilcox, Minne apolis, Minn, assignors, to Aladdin Manufacturing 
Company, Minneapolis, Minn., a corporation of Min 
nesota 

Application August 27, 1956, Serial No. 606,261 
4 Claims. (C. 248-223). 

The invention herein has relation to a device for, re 
taining receptacles, such, for example, as glasses, bottles 
and cups containing liquids, in upright position against 
tendency of the receptacles to become tilted or upset. 
The beverage holder has been devised to be especially 
useful for the purpose of retaining. receptacles upright 
on bodies, such as boats, planes, trains, automotive ve 
hicles, etc., while in motion. - . 

in the accompanying drawing forming a part of this 
specification, - - 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a beverage holder 
made according to the invention as when applied to 
lase; . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevational view of the bever 
age holder as it would appear from the left in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the beverage holder; 
Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view, taken on line 4-4 

in Fig. 3; and 
Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view, taken as on line 

5-5 in Fig. 4. 
A hanger unit 10 of the device is constituted as a 

single piece of rigid material, desirably metal, bent or 
formed to general U-shape. A base 11 of the U-shape 
hanger unit is integral with spaced, substantially parallel, 
first and second hanger elements, denoted 12 and 13, re 
spectively, which extend downwardly from said base. 
The first hanger element 12 is offset, as at 14, for 

wardly of the hanger unit, and also bifurcated to provide 
divergent wings, each represented 15. Upper portions of 
interior marginal edges of the wings 15 and a marginal 
edge of the first hanger element between upper ends of 
said upper portions together provide a bearing constituted 
as a downwardly facing, part-circular seat 16 of not 
more than 180 degrees and accessible from its lower side. 
The wings 15 of the first hanger element include aper 
tures for receiving means, such as screws 17, for detach 
ably securing the hanger unit upon a support for the 
beverage holder. 
An end portion of the base 11 of the hanger unit 10, 

opposite the first hanger element 12, and an upper por 
tion of the second hanger element 13 curve generally 
forwardly of the device and downwardly and are cut 
away to provide an opening through said base and second 
hanger element. An enlarged upper portion 18 of said 
opening is contiguous with a lower portion 19 thereof 
of reduced size bounded at its lower and opposite sides 
by interior marginal edges of the second hanger element 
which provide a bearing constituted as an upwardly fac 
ing, part-circular seat 20 of not more than 180 degrees 
and accessible from its upper side. 

In the drawing, the hanger unit 10 is disclosed as when 
removably secured upon a boat with the first and second 
hanger elements of said hanger unit in upright position. 
The part-circular seats 16 and 20 of said first and second 
hanger elements, respectively, are in a vertical plane 
passed through said hanger unit in perpendicular rela 
tion to said boat, said part-circular seats are in spaced, 
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2 
alined relation, and the circular portions thereof are of 
equal diameter. 
A frame of the device is constituted as a yoke com 

posed as a base member 21 and arcuate arms 22 in the 
plane of and extending outwardly from said base mem 
ber at one side thereof. Fhe arcuate, arms. 22 are of 
equal length and lie in a single. plane. The base. mem 
ber 21 is rigidly supported, as at 23, by a shaft 24 which 
is in the horizontal plane of the frame or yoke at the 
side thereof opposite the arcuate arms. 22, as well as in 
a plane passed vertically and centrally, through said frame 
or yoke. That is, the shaft 24 is equi-distantly spaced 
from the arcuate. arms 22, 
The shaft 24 is rotatably mounted in a bushing or 

tubular element 25, and the bushing of tubular element 
is rotatably, supported upon and by the hanger unit 10. 
An annular flange-26, upon the end of the shaft 24 spaced 
from the base member 21 of the frame or yoke lies in a 
concavity 27, provided by offsetting the first hanger ele 
ment of the hanger unit, in engaged relation to said 
first hanger element, and said annular flange retains said 
frame, or yoke base member in contiguous relation with 
an adjacent surface of the second hanger element 13. 
External surfaces of opposite end portions of the bush 
ing or tubular element 25, snugly mounted on said shaft 
24, are of the same diameter as and rotatively engaged 
with the part-circular seats 16 and 20, respectively. The 
bushing or tubular element 25 spans the distance: between 
the annular flange 26 and an adjacent end surface of 
the base member 21 of the frame or yoke, and the 
weight of said frame or yoke, with appurtenances, causes 
a rearward end portion of said bushing or tubular ele 
ment to have tendency toward tilting upwardly, about 
the upwardly facing, part-circular seat 20 as a fulcrum, 
always to be engaged against the downwardly facing, 
part-circular seat 16, as well as causes a forward end 
portion of the bushing or tubular element to be engaged 
by gravity against said upwardly facing, part-circular seat 
20. 
A retainer of the device, for receiving glasses, bottles, 

cups, etc., is constituted as a basket consisting of first 
and second U-shaped members, denoted 28 and 29, re 
spectively, in perpendicular relation to each other, en 
circled by vertically spaced, circular elements 30. Hori 
zontal bases of the U-shape members 28 and 29, engaged 
with each other at the vertical center of the retainer or 
basket, are of equal length and legs of the U-shape 
members extend vertically upward in equally spaced re 
lation, at 90 degrees apart as shown. The legs of the 
U-shape member 28 extend to position above the upper 
ends of the legs of the U-shape member 29, and upper 
end portions of the legs of said U-shape member 28, 
bent outwardly, as at 31, are rotatably mounted, as at 
32, in end portions of the arcuate arms 22 spaced from 
the base member 21 of the frame or yoke. The out 
wardly bent end portions 31 are horizontally disposed 
and in equally spaced relation to said base member, as 
well as in perpendicular relation to the shaft 24. 

Jarring, tilting or rocking movement, caused by shock 
or otherwise, of a body upon which the beverage holder 
is supported will be absorbed by rotative movement of 
the frame or yoke relative to the hanger unit 10 and/or 
by rotative movement of the retainer or basket relative 
to said frame or yoke. Normally, the shaft 24 will be 
rotated in the bushing or tubular element 25 when the 
frame or yoke is rotated relative to the hanger unit. If 
in some instance or other said shaft were to fail to rotate 
in said bushing or tubular element when the frame or 
yoke was rotated, the bushing or tubular element itself 
would rotate on the part-circular seats 16 and 20 of the 
hanger unit, 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A hanger unit constituted as a single piece of rigid 

material bent to general inverted U-shape to provide 
a base and spaced apart, first and second hanger elements 
extending downwardly from said base in spaced, paral 
lel relation, said first hanger element being cut away to 
provide a first opening bounded at its opposite sides by 

- a pair of wings of the first hanger element for attach 
ment of the hanger unit to a support therefor, upper 
portions of interior marginal edges of said wings and 
a marginal edge of the first hanger element between 
upper ends of said upper portions together providing a 
downwardly facing seat, an upper portion of said second 
hanger element being cut away to provide a second open 
ing contiguous with a lower portion of the second hanger 
element bounded at its lower and opposite sides by in 
terior marginal edges of said second hanger element pro 
viding an upwardly facing seat, the circumferences of said 
downwardly and upwardly facing seats being in alined 
relation, a shaft extending through said first and second 
openings in said first and second hanger elements in per 
pendicular relation thereto and rotatably mounted on 
the downwardly and upwardly facing seats, a frame fixed 
on said shaft at a side of the second hanger element op 
posite the first hanger element, and means on said shaft 

- engageable against a surface of said first hanger element 
opposite said second hanger element to maintain said 
frame in adjacent relation to a surface of the second 
hanger element opposite the first hanger element when 

I said shaft is mounted on said downwardly and upwardly 
facing seats. 
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4. 
2. The combination as specified in claim 1 wherein 

said first hanger element is offset in direction toward said 
second hanger element and said means engageable against 
a surface of the first hanger element opposite the second 
hanger element to maintain the frame in adjacent rela 
tion to a surface of said second hanger element opposite 
said first hanger element is situated in a concavity of the 
hanger unit provided by offsetting of the first hanger 
element. 

3. The combination as specified in claim 1 wherein 
said second opening is of dimension above said upwardly 
facing seat and said first opening is of dimension below 
said downwardly facing seat to permit passage there 
through of said shaft and the means thereon. 

4. The combination as specified in claim wherein 
said shaft is rotatably mounted in a tubular element it 
self rotatably mounted on said downwardly and upwardly 
facing seats. 
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