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This invention relates to the art of laying car-
pets and more particularly to an improved means
for securing a carpet in stretched condition on
a floor or other supporting surface.

Carpets laid over suitable resilient padding to
cover the floors in office buildings, hotels, homes,
etc., are commonly tacked down along their
margins. Such means for securing a carpet is
not wholly desirable because the procedure in-
volved is relatively slow, because depressions in
the carpet caused by the tacks form dirt fraps
adjacent the wall of g room and, finally, because
subsequent removal of the carpet requires ex-
cessive labor and invariably results in damage
to the carpet. To avoid the laborious procedure
of tacking the carpet to a floor and to provide
a more even margin portion, free from depres-
sions or bulges, various devices have been pro-
posed for securing the edge portions of a carpet
to the floor adjacent the walls of a room, without
the use of tacks or similar fastening means. One
such carpet securing device which has been high-
Iy successful and is now widely used is that dis-
closed in Patent No. 2,238,946, for Carpet Fas-
tener, issued to Roy M. Roberts on April 22, 1941,
this patent being owned by the assignee of the
present application. The carpet fastening de-
vice, referred to immediately above, consists
merely of a strip of wood adapted to be nailed
to a floor adjacent a baseboard of a wall of the
room and provided with inclined pointed pins
upon which the edge portion of a carpet stretched
across the room is adapted to be impaled to re-
tain the carpet in stretched condition against
the floor, the edge of the underlying resilient
cushionn abutting the inner edge of the strip.

‘When utilizing this and other prior art carpet
fastening devices, it is customary to stretch the
carpet to a point wherein its edge is disposed in
close proximity to the baseboard of the room and,
subsequent to attaching the carpet to the device,
to apply a baseshoe or moulding strip to the base-
board to cover the marginal portion of the carpet
to conceal the rough edge thereof.

1t is, therefore, an important object of this in-
vention to provide means, preferably incorpo-
rated in a carpet securing strip, for concealing
the edge portion of a carpet stretched across the
floor of a room and for retaining the edge portion
firmly against the floor. This object is best
attained by providing a carpet fastening strip
in which is embodied a normally horizontally
extending flange over which the marginal por-
tion of a carpet is folded with its extremity
underlying the flange, A further object is to
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provide such a flange which is readily bendable
so that after the marginal portion of the carpet
is folded therearound, the flange can be bent
downwardly to retain the edge in folded condi-
tion. By this means, the edge portion of the
carpet is, in effect, folded back upon itself with
the rough edge concealed by an overlying por-
tion of the carpet and positively retained in such
folded condition by the flange which is also con-
cealed by the upper overlying portion of the
carpet. Moreover, since the rough edge of the
carpet is hidden from view, the necessity for
providing moulding strips or other covering
means for the purpose of concealing the edges
of the carpet is avoided and the procedure of
laying the carpet is greatly expedited.

While many types of carpet fastening devices
have been employed for securing the edges of
a carpet adjacent the baseboards or walls of a
room little, if any, attention has been given to
the problem of securing edges of carpets across
doorways and other room openings, or fastening
the edges to the floor adjacent the borders of
fireplace hearths and other locations. As a re-
sult, it has heretofore been the common prac-
tice to cut the carpet to cause its edge to ft
across the doorway or around the hearth and
to subsequently tack the cut edge to the floor
and, unless the cut edge is provided with a suit-
able binding material, the exposed edges are
unsightly and are subject to fraying. The pres-
ent carpet securing strip has particular utility
in fastening the edges of a carpet in such open
areas, the device permitting an edge portion of
the carpet to be folded back upon itself to con-~
ceal the rough edge and effectively retaining the
edge firmly against the fioor to prevent acci-
dental displacement thereof.

Further objects of the invention will appear
from the following specification and from the
drawing, which is intended for the purpose of
illustration only, and in which:

Fig. 1 is g perspective view showing the present
device applied to use in fastening an edge portion
of a.carpet to a floor; and

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view through the
device, illustrating the manner in which the mar-
ginal portion of the carpet is stretched thereover
prior to bending the flange to conceal and an-
chor the rough edge of the carpet to the floor.

The present improved carpet securing device
5 is illustrated in Fig. 1 as applied to use in fas-
tening the edge portions 6 of a carpet T to a floor
8 to border a hearth, not shown. This is to be
regarded merely as a typical example of one use
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of the instant device, however, since the device
can be employed in other locations within a room
as, for example, adjacent a baseboard or across
a doorway.

The present device includes a sheet metal strip
18 which has a horizontal base portion 11, a ver-
tical portion 12 projecting upwardly from a longi-
tudinal edge of the base portion, and a substan-
tially horizontal flange i3 projecting laterally
from the upper edge of the vertical pertion.

The device also preferably includes a wooden
strip 15 of a width substantially equal to the
width of the base portion Ii and of a height sub-
stantially equal to that of the vertical portion 12,
the strip !5 thus being adapted fo be placed -on
the base portion [l with its upper surface sub-
stantially flush with the upper end of the vertical
portion {2 as shown in the drawing. The wooden
strip 15 is provided with a plurality of upwardly
projecting, inclined pins 46 having pointed ends.

The carpet fastening device is applied to use-in
securing the edge portion 6 of the carpet T against
the floor § by first securing the metal strip 10 to
the floor with the free edge of the flange 13 dis-
posed above the line to'which the edge of the car-
pet is to extend. The wooden anchoring strip 15 is
next placed upon the base portion i{ of the metal
strip 10, after which nails {7 are driven through
the strip 45 and the base portion Il into the
wooden floor 8 as shown in the drawing, and with
the anchoring pins 16§ inclined toward the flange
13. The carpet fastening device § is then ready
for use and the carpet, which has already been

laid or is next applied to the floor, is secured to

the floor in the manner to be next explained.

To apply the carpet T to the floor 8, a resilient
cushion or pad 20 is first laid upon the floor and
eut to a size enabling it to fit between the carpet
securing strip devices applied to the floor ad-
jacent the baseboard of the room, the edges of
the pad abutting the inner edges of the devices
as shown in the drawing. The carpet 1 is next
laid upon the cushion 20 and its edge portions
anchored to the floor by the devices 5. Assum-
ing that the edge of the carpet 7 opposite to that
indicated at § is already secured to a fastening
device § at the other side of the room, the mar-
ginal portion § is first drawn taut -across the
strip 15 by means of a suitable stretching device
(not shown), and impaled on the projecting pins
{6 which then serve to effectively maintain the
carpet in its streétched condition.

The free edge portion & of the carpet T is next
folded over and back under the horizontal flange
13, after which the flange is bent downwardly
from the position shown in Fig. 2 to that illus-
trated in Fig. 1. The extreme edge 21 of the car-
pet 1, which may be rough and unbound, is thus
disposed beneath the flange {3 and, since the
latter is concealed by the upper portion of the
carpet, a smooth, unbroken border is provided
and the carpet appears to merge with the floor
or the hearth, as the case may be. In this way an
especially pleasing appearance is effected and,
since the use of tacks is avoided, no depressions
are produced and, moreover, the carpet can be
readily removed from the floor by merely prying
the flange i3 upwardly by means of a suitable tool
to free the extreme end portion of the carpet, and

thereafter unhooking the carpet from the anchor-

ing pins. )

The same procedure as that outlined above is
carried out when an ‘edge of 'a carpet is to ‘be
anchored adjacent the baseboard or lower wall
portion of-a room, the-edge portion of the-carpet
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being folded over at the wall. By this means, &
smooth joint is made with the wall of the room
without the use of tacks and the appearance of
the carpet is not marred by depressions in which
dirt might collect.

It has been explained that the carpet fas-
tening device 5 is secured to the floor 8 by the
nails {1. When the carpet T is to be laid upon
a concrete or other non-wooden floor, the device
5 may be cemented or otherwise bonded thereto.

‘While the improved carpet securing device has
been. herein shown and described as embodied in.
a preferred form of construction, by way of ex-
ample, it will be obvious to one skilled in the art
that other modifications might be made therein
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion. Consequently, I do not wish to be limited
in this respect but desire to be afforded the full
scope of the appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A carpet fastening device, comprising: a
sheet metal strip having a horizontal portion
adapted to rest upon-a surface to which a carpet
is to be applied, an upwardly extending portion’
and a substantially horizontal, readily bendable
flange projecting laterally from said upwardly
extending portion and across and under which
the edge portion of a carpet stretched across said
strip is adapted to be folded, said flange being
bendable downwardly toward said surface to con-
ceal and retain said edge portion in folded con-
dition against said surface; a carpet retaining
strip mounted on said horizontal portion and
having retaining means engageable with said
carpet for retaining the same in stretched con-
dition; ang fastening means for fastening said
strips against said surface.

2. A carpet fastening device, comprising: a
sheet metal strip having a horizontal portion
adapted to rest upon a surface to which a carpet
is to be applied, and upwardly extending por-
tion and a substantially horizontal, readily bend~
able flange projecting laterally from said upward-
1y extending portion and across and under which
the edge portion of a carpet stretched across said
strip is adapted to be folded, said flange heing
bendable downwardly toward said surface to con-
ceal and retain said edge portion in folded con-
dition against said surface; a non-metallic car-
pet retaining strip secured to said horizontal por-
tion and having retaining means engageable with
said carpet for retaining the same in stretched
condition; and fastening means for fastening said
strips against said surface.

3. A carpet fastening device, comprising: a
sheet ‘metal strip having a horizontal portion
adapted to rest upon a surface to which a carpet
is to be applied, an upwardly extending portion
and a substantially horizontal, readily bendable
flange projecting laterally from said upwardly ex-
tending portion and across and under which the
edge portion of a carpet stretched across said
strip is adapted to be folded, said flange being
bendable downwardly toward said surface to con-
ceal-and retain said edge portion in folded condi-
tion against said surface; a non-metallic carpet
retaining strip secured to said horizontal portion
and having pointed pins ‘engageable with said
carpet for retaining the same in stretched condi-
tion; and fastening means for fastening said strips
against said surface.

4. A carpet fastening device, comprising: a
sheet metal -strip having a horizontal portion
adapted to rest upon a surface to which a carpet
is to be applied, an upwardly extending portion
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and a substantially horizontal, readily bendable
flange projecting laterally from said upwardly ex-
tending portion and across and under which the
edge portion of a carpet stretched across said strip
is adapted to be folded, said flange being bend-
able downwardly toward said surface to conceal
and retain said edge portion in folded condition
against said surface; a wooden carpet retaining
strip mounted on said horizontal portion and hav-
ing pointed pins engageable with said carpet for
retaining the same in stretched condition; and
fastening meang for fastening said strips against
said surface.

5. A carpet fastening device adapted to secure
g carpet edge to a supporting surface, including:
a strip adapted to be secured to the supporting
surface and across which the carpet is adapted to
be stretched; and fastening means on said strip,
said fastening means comprising a flange ex-
tending vertically from said strip adjacent an
outer edge thereof and a readily bendable secur-
ing strip formed integrally with said flange, said
securing strip having a width greater than the
height of said flange, said carpet being adapted
to be stretched across and reversibly folded under
said securing strip when said securing strip is di-
rected angularly downward and outward to com-
press said carpet against said supporting surface.

6. A carpet fastening device adapted to secure
an edge of a carpet of predetermined thickness
to a supporting surface, including: a strip having
a horizontal portion adapted to be secured to
the supporting surface and across whieh the car-
pet is adapted to be stretched, said strip includ-
ing a vertically extending portion and a bendable
flange formed integrally with said wvertically ex-
tending portion, said flange having an edge across
and under which the edge portion of the carpet
is adapted to be reversibly folded, said flange be-
ing directed toward said surface, the width of
said flange together with the thickness of said
carpet exceeding the height of the vertically ex-
tending portion of said strip, whereby said flange
is angularly disposed relative to said vertically
extending portion when said carpet is reversibly
folded across and under said flange to secure
the same to said supporting surface.

7. A device for fastening a carpet to a sup-
porting surface, said device being adapted to as-
sume a first position in which an edge of the car-
pet is not secured to the supporting surface and &
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second position in which the said carpet edge is
firmly secured to said supporting surface, in-
cluding: a strip adapted to be secured to the
supporting surface in direct contact therewith,
said strip extending in a direction generally par-
allel with the edge of the carpet and having an
outer edge underlying the carpet, said strip hav-
ing a portion formed integrally therewith extend-
ing vertically from said outer edge thereof; and
a flange formed integrally with the vertically
extending portion of the strip, said flange ex-
tending generally horizontally beneath the car-
pet when the device is in said first position and
extending angularly downward to compress the
carpet between the flange and the supporting
surface when the device is in said second posi-
tion, said flange being bendable relative to said
vertically extending portion of said strip to se-
cure or release said carpet edge.

8. A concealed carpet-anchoring device com-
prising a one piece element of deformable ma-
terial, said element having an elongated base
portion adapted to be secured to a floor, an in-
termediate portion extending upwardly from one
end of said base portion at approximately right
angles thereto, and an elongated clamping por-
tion extending forwardly from the top of said
intermediate portion in a direction opposite to
that of said base portion but being substantially
parailel therewith, forwardly extending carpet
engaging projections connected to said base por-
tion, said clamping portion being deformable
downwardly after the carpet is engaged by said
projections and the marginal edge of the carpet
is folded over the free end of said clamping por-
tion and tucked thereunder.
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