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This invention rclates to 1mprovements in
wash cloths.

It has always been difficult for a bather to
wash his back effectively. Where an ordinary
wash cloth is used the bather’s arms must be
held and moved in awkward and unnatural posi-
tions in attempting to wash the back and it is
not possible for many bathers to reach all parts
of their backs. For this reason many psople use
brushes provided with long handles for this pur-
vose. However, such brushes are awkward to
manipulate, the brush is rigid and does not con-
form to body contours, the brush bristles irritate
the skin of some individuals to an objectionable
extent, and the manipulation of the brush may
result in injury to the user due to striking the
body with the handle or some other part thereof
during its manipulation. Therefore, it is the pri-
mary object of this invention to provide a de-
vice which will avoid and overcome these objec-
tions.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a wash cloth which may be used easily and ef-
fectively by a bather in washing his back and
other parts of his body whlch are normally
difficult to reach.

A further object is to provide a device of this
character in which an elongated strip of cloth
is provided with novel, strong, convenient hand
grip portions at its opposite ends.

Other objects will be apparent from the fol-
lowing specification.

In the drawing:

Pig. 1 is a face view of the device.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view of the device taken on line 2—2 of Pig. 1.

Referring to the drawings which illustratz the
preferred embodiment of the invention, the nu-
meral 10 designates an elongated comparatively
narrow strip of cloth of any suitable type and
preferably tufted in weaving to provide a surface
having projecting tufts, loops or threads which
increass the water absorptive properties of the
cloth. Examples of such cloth are Turkish
toweling, terry cloth and the like. The strip 19
is formed in any desired width, for example, a
width of four inches. It will be understcod,
however, .that this width is illustrative only and
that the width may vary greatly from this di-
mension and be either narrower or wider than
four inches. The length of the strip 8 is pref-
erably substantially greater than the breadth of
the body of an average individual at his chest.
Thus the length may be in the order of 30 inches,
although it may be either shorter or longer than
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this. In one preferred embodlment of the in-
Ventlon the strlp will be from 36 to 42 inches.
The portlons 12 at the opp051te ends of the strxp
the end ‘of the strlp, sald portlons preferably Ye-
ing of about three 1nch,es in extent The folded
ends are stitched at 24 to the strip 0. A hole
18 is cut within the registering portions between
each end of the unit and the adjacent stitching
24. The openings 18 are formed of a size to per-
mit the insertion of at least some of the fingers
of the user’s hand therethrough. In the pre-
ferred form the opening will be large enough so
that the four fingers between and including the
index finger and the little finger may be inscried
therethrough.

A hand grip 28 of substantially O form is pre-
formed from suitable rigid material and inserted
between the main strip 18 and the folded strip
12. This handle part 20 has an opening 22
therein regist:ring with the openings 18 in the
cloth strips 10 and {2. The insert 28 is held in
place by stitching 24 which may partially or
completely encircle the insert 26 to insure against
release thereof. If desired the insert may be
bonded or cemented to the cloth portions 18 and
12 by any means found suitable, such as by the
use of a waterproof cement. The insert may
be formed of any suitable material, such as
plastic, wood, waterproof fiberboard, or the like.
I prefer to use a buoyant material for this pur-
pose; however, the insert may be formed of non-
buoyant material and also may be formed of
flexible material.

It will be apparent that the hand holes 18
provide a firm grip by means of which the cloth
may be held while it is manipulated. Af the
same time the length and width of the cloth are
sufficient that the user may hold the cloth across
his back and manipulate it back and forth so
as to reach all parts of his back effectively and
comparatively easily. Thus by the use of this
device it is possible for a person quickly and
easily to wash all parts of his back and to se-
cure the stimulation of the skin of the back in-
cident to rubbing of the cloth thereagainst.

While the preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion has b:zen illustrated and described herein,
it will be understood that the invention may be
embodied in other forms within the scope of the
appended claims without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

I claim:

1. A wash cloth comprising a narrow elongated
strip of fabric of a length exceeding the chest
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width of the human body comparatively small
poriions at each end of said strip being folded
back upon said strip, an apertured reinforcing
member interposed between said strip and said
folded end portion, means securing said reinforc-
ing member to said strip and folded portion in
face engagement therewith, said strip and folded
end portion having openings registering with the
aperture of said reinforcing member.

2. A wash cloth comprising a narrow elongated
strip of fabric of a length exceeding the chest
width of the human body, comparatively small
portions at each end of said strip being folded
upon said strip, an apertured rigid flat handle
member interposed between said strip and said
folded end portion, means securing said handle
member in face engagement with said strip,
said strip and folded end portion having open-
ings registering with said handle aperture, said
handle member being buoyant.

3. A wash cloth comprising a narrow elongated
strip of fabric of a length exceeding the chest
width of the human body, comparatively small
portions at each end of said strip being folded
upon said strip, an apertured rigid handle mem-
ber interposed between said strip and said folded

10

15

20

4
end portion, means securing said handle mem-
ber to said strip, said strip and folded end por-
tion having openings registering with said
handle aperture, said securing means comprising
stitching of said strip and folded end portion
around a portion of said handle member and a
bonding agent bonding said strip and end por-
tion in face engagement with said handle.
JACOB F. REITER.
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