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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JouN W. BOWEN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Jackson-
ville, in the county of Morgan and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
fal Improvements in Folding Chairs; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the same, such
aswill enable others skilled in the artto which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in that class of folding chairs com-
monly known as “camp-chairs;”’ and it con-
sists in certain novel features of the device
shown in the annexed drawings, as will be
hereinafter set forth.

In the drawings just referred to, Figure 1
is a perspective view of my improved chair
with theseat fabric removed. TFig. 2 is a side
elevation of the chair, and Figs. 3 and 4 are
similar views with the near leg removed, the
said Figs. 2, 3, and 4 illustrating the move-
ment of the several parts in the operation of
folding the chair. Fig. 5 is a detail view of
the latch.

Referring to the drawings particularly by
letter, A B designate the legs of the chair,
which are pivoted togetheratd and are braced
by the bars H, as clearly shown. The back
is composed of the side bars E and the cross-
bars D, connecting the same, as shown most
clearly in Fig. 1, and it is pivoted to the legs
by means of pins k, passed through the side
bars E and the upper ends of the rear legs A.

The seat Cis composed of any suitable flexi-
ble material, such as carpet, canvas, or the
like, and is secured to and extends between
the cross-bar I, connecting the upper ends of
the front legs B, and the cross-bar F, connect-
ingthe lower endsof the bars E, the said cross-
bar ¥ having its ends projected beyond the
said bars E to form the rests G, which strike
against the rear edges of the rear legs near
the upper ends of the same, and thereby pre-
vent the back swinging rearward when the
chair is in use.

L designates a latch, which is pivoted at its
upper end to the outer side of the bar E, be-
tween the pivot of the rear leg and rest G, as
shown, and this latch is provided near its free

end with an L-shaped slot b, engaging a pin
c on the side of the front leg B.

e is a pin on the side of the leg B, below the
free end of the lateh, and which is adapted
to come into contact with the lateh when the
chair is being folded to disengage the latch
from the pin c.

In practice when the chairis in use it is set
up, as shown in Fig.1, and will be firmly sup-
ported by the latch engaging the pin ¢ and
the rests G impinging against the rear legs.
When it is desired to fold the chair,it is nec-
essary only to swing the upper end of the
back forward and downward, turning the back
on its pivotal connection with rear legs. The
lateh will thus be drawn rearward and the
front legs caused to fold upon the rear legs.
When the back has been swung nearly over
upon the front legs, as shown in Fig. 3, the
pins ¢ will impinge against the latches and
release them from the pins ¢, and the back
will then fold flat against the front legs. It
will thus be seen that the chair will be folded
into an exceedingly compact form and that
this result is accomplished by a single con-
tinuous motion on the part of the operator,
who manipulates the entire chair through a
single part. Of course in setting up the chair
the motion isthe reverse of thatjust described,
it being necessary only to swing the back up-
ward and rearward.

It will be observed from the foregoing de-
seriptiont that I have provided a chair that is
very simple in its construction, efficient in its
operation, and which is strong and durable.
The chair can be quickly and easily folded
and set up for use without necessitating the
manual operation of a large number of parts,
and its advantages are thought to be evident.

While the seat in my device serves to some
extent to hold the legs in position, the latch
is an essential feature in accomplishing this
result, as it effectually prevents accidental
movement in either direction. The seat be-
comes worn and weakened through use, and
consequently when a heavy weight is placed
suddenly upon it it is liable to give way and
permit the echair to fold. This danger is effi-
ciently guarded against by employing the
latch.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—
The combination of the legs ‘pivoted to-
s gether, the back pivoted to the upper ends of
the rear legs, the seat connecting the upper
ends of the front legs and the lower end of
the back, the latches having their rear ends
pivoted to the sides of the back near the lower
ro- end of the same and provided near their front
ends with longitudinal L-shaped slots, lateral

pins on the front legs engaging said slots,and

lateral pins on said legs below the front ends

of ‘the latches adapted to impinge against the

same, substantially as described. « 15
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. BOWEN.

Witnesses:
S. A, FAIRBANK,
Cmas. A. BARNES.



