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structure on the housing limits deflection of the contact members in at least one direction.
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1. D Claims Nos.:
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2. D Claims Nos.:
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an extent that no meaningful International Search ean be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.: ) )
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 216

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international app]1cat1on as follows:

1. claim: 1

Independent claim 1- concerns:
'...an electrical interconnect assembly for electrically
interconnecting terminals on a first circuit member with
terminals on a second circuit member, the electrical
interconnect assembly comprising:
a housing having a plurality of through openings extending
between a first surface and a second surface;
a plurality of electrical-contact member pos1t1oned in a
plurality of the through openings, the contact members
having at least one engagement feature forming a snap- f1t
relationship with the housing; and
a stabilizing structure on the housing that Timits
deflection of the contact members in at least one
direction..

1.1. claim: 22

: Independent claim 22 concerns:

.An electrical interconnect assembly for electrically
1nterconnect1ng terminals on a first circuit member with
terminals on a second circuit member, the electrical
interconnect assembly comprising:

a housing having a plurality of through openings extending
between a first surface and a second surface;

a plurality of electrical contact member positioned in a
plurality of the through openings and having an interlocking
relationship with the housing;

a stabilizing structure on the houswng that limits
deflection of the cortact members in at least one d1rect1on
and

a sealing layer substantially sealing the through openings
between the contact members and the housing..

1.2. claims: 2,3,26,27

The additional features of claims 2,3,26,27 concern the
snap-fit relationship permitting the contact member to move
relative to the housing.

1.3. claim: 20

The additional feature of claims 20 concerns the electrical
interconnect assembly of claim 1, comprising a sealing
Tayer. ,

1.4. claims: 4,28
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1.5.

1.6.

1.7.

. claims:

. claims:

. claims:

. claims:

The additional feature of claims 4 and 28 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, comprising at least one elastomeric member positioned
to bias the contact member toward the first surface.

claims: 16,39 |
The additional feature of claims 16 and 39 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
32, wherein the plurality of through openings are arranged
in a two-dimensional array.

claims: 23,24

The additional features of claims 23,24 concern the

interlocking relationship comprising a snap-fit resp. a

press-fit relationship.

claim: 25

The additional feature of claim 25 concerns the contact
members being crimped onto the housing.

5,29

The additional feature of claims 5-and 29 concerns the

“electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein the stabilizing structure limits deflection of
the contact member in at least two directions.

6,30

The additional feature of claims 6 and 30 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein at least one of the surfaces of the housing
includes at least one device site corresponding to one of
the circuit members.

7,31

The additional feature of claims 7 and 31 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein distal ends of the electrical contact members
have shapes that corresponds to shapes of terminals on one
of the circuit members.

8,45

International Application No. PCT/ US2004/ 022886




International Application No. PCT/ US2004/ 022886

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM - PCT/ISA/ 210

The additional feature of claims 8 and 45 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein the through openings comprise a non-moldable
feature.

6. claims: 9,12,13,14,32,33,34,35

The additional feature of claims 9,12,13,14,32,33,34 and 35
concerns the electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1,
respectively 22, wherein the housing comprises a
multi-layered structure.

7. claims: 10,36

The additional feature of claims 10 and 36 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein the electrical contact members are electrically
coupled to the first surface using one or more of a
compressive force, solder, a wedge bond, a conductive
adhesive, an ultrasonic bond, a wire bond, and a mechanical
coug]ing between the contact members and the first circuit
.member. » : ‘

8. claims: 11,37

The additional feature of claims 11 and 37 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein the electrical contact members form a snap-fit
relationship with electrical contacts on one of the circuit
members )

9. claims: 15,38

The additional feature of claims 15 and 38 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein the electrical contact members comprise a larger
cross section proximate a first distal end than at a second
distal end. '

10. claims: 17,18.40,41

The additional feature of claims 17,18 and 40,41 concerns
the electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1(17),
respectively 22 (40), comprising an extraction layer.

11. claims: 19,42
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

The additional feature of claims 19 and 42 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, comprising an intermediate contact set located between
thebcontact members and contacts on the first circuit
member.

12. claims: 21,43

The additional feature of claims 21 and 43 concerns the
electrical interconnect assembly of claim 1, respectively
22, wherein the contact member comprises:

a pair of beams connected at a center portion in a U-shaped
configuration; and

a pair of opposing protrusions located near the center
portion forming an enlarged opening, wherein the protrusions
releasably couple the enlarged opening with a member on the
housing.

13. claim: 44

The additional. feature of claim 44 concerns the electrical
interconnect assembly of claim 22, wherein the housing.
comprises an upper portion and a lower portion, wherein the
interlocking relationship with the contact member is formed
by translating the upper portion relative to the lower
portion. .
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