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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM J. WEAVER
and CAsSPER F. HOFFMAN, citizens of the
United States, residing at Reynoldsville, in
the county of Jefferson and State of Pennsyl-
vapia, have invented a new and useful De-
vice for Moistening Adhesive Sarfaces, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to means for mois-
tening gummed surfaces—as, for instance,
stamps, the sealing-flaps of envelops, &e.—
and has for its object to provide improved
means for containing water in such a manner
as to reduce evaporation to a minimum and
at the same time to give convenient access
to the water when required for use. It is
furthermore designed to prevent the water
from running down over the oufside of the
device when some of the water is being re-
moved from said device.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully deseribed, shown in the ac-
companying drawings,and particularly point-
ed out in-the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changes -in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor delails may be made
within the scope of the claims without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective'

view of the water-receptacle. Fig. 2 isa per-
spective view of the moistening device for
use in connection with the water-receptacle.
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the
water-receptacle. Fig. 4 is a similar view
showing the moistener applied to the device
to recelve moisture therefrom.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings. '

In carrying out the present invention there
is provided a receptacle 1, of glass or other
suitable material, having a flat base, so as to
form a stable support therefor, the sides of
the receptacleinclined orconverged upwardly
to a comparatively small top opening 2. Sur-
rounding the opening 2 and rising from the
edges thereof is a peripheral flange 3, which
forms a cup to receive water from the recep-

tacle, as will be hereinafter deseribed. With-
in the receptacle and normally supported
upon the bottom thereof is a loose inverted
elastie cup 4, from the top or back of which
rises an open-ended tubular stem 5, which

communicates at its lower end with the in-

terior of the eup and has its upper end pro-
jected into the cup 3.and is provided with an
outwardly-flared head 6, the greatest diame-
ter of which is longer than that of the open-
ing 2, so as to prevent the head from being
forced through the opening and into the in-
terior of the receptacle.

In connection with the water-containing re-
ceptacle there is provided a moistening de-
vice embodying a finger-piece 7 in the form
of a gplit-spring tube, which constitutes a
socket or seat for one of the fingers, prefer-
ably the index-finger. At the forward end of
the tube or finger-piece 7 there is a cup orre-
coplacle 8, which is set at an angle to the fin-
ger-piece and carries an absorbent material
9—as, for instance, a sponge.

In using the device the moistener is fitted
to one of the fingers and. the absorbent por-
tion thereof is inserted into the cup 3 and
pressed against the upper end of the stem 5,
80 as to depress the same, whereby. the rub-
ber or elastic cup 4 is compressed and water
ig forced npwardly through the tubular stem
and into the cup 3, whereby the sponge is
effectually moistened. When the moistener

‘is removed, the elastic cup automatically re-

sumes its original shape, thereby elevating
the stem to its original position and permit-
ting the water in the cup 3 to return to the
interior of the receptacle through the annu-
lar space between the edge of the opening 2
and the stem 5. It will here be observed that
the water which is forced out of the receptacle
is held within the cup 3 and is thereby pre-
vented from running over the outside of the
receptacle, and in addition thereto the col-
lapsing of the elastie cup 4 is limited by rea-
son of the head 6 striking the bottom: of the
cup 3, whereby it is impossible to so eom-

. press the elastic cup as to force the water

above the top of the cup 3.

The interior of the tube 5 is of .the same di-
ameter throughout in order that the water
may overflow through the upper open end of
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the tube and into the cup 3 to effectually satu-
rate the sponge, while the enlargement or
flange 6 is slightly greater than opening 2, so
as to close the same and prevent the water
from returning to the interior of the recepta-
cle 1 so long as the tube is depressed to its
lowest limit. )

What we claim is—

1. A device of the character described, com-
prising a receptacle having an opening in the
top thereof, an upstanding flange surround-
ing the opening and ferming a cup, an in-
verted elastic cup within the receptacle and
upon the bottom thereof, and an open-ended
tubular stem rising from and in communica-
tion with the elastic cup with its upper end
projected npwardly through the opening in
the top of the receptacle, said opening being
greater in diameter than the tubular stem to
permit of water in the cup running back into
the receptacle.

2. Adevice of the character described, com-
prising a receptacle having an opening in the
top thereof, an upstanding peripheral flange
rising from the opening and formingacupin
communication therewith, an inverted elastic
cup within the receptacle and supported upon
the bottom thereof, a tubular stem open at
opposite endsand rising from the back of the
elastic cup, the upper end of the stem being
projected into the eup at the upper end of
the receptacle and flared or enlarged to-a di-
ameter greater than that of the opening in
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the top of the receptacle, said opening being
greater in diameter than the tubular stem to
permit of water in the cup running back into
the receptacle.

3. A deviceof the character described, com-
prising a rigid receptacle having a central
opening in the top thereof, an upstanding pe-
ripheral flange rising from the edge of the
opening and forming a cup having an open-
inginits bottom to communicate with the inte-
rior of the receptacle, an inverted elasticcup
within the receptacle with its lower edge sup-

ported upon the bottom thereof, a tubular

stem piercing and rising from the back of the
elasticecup withitsinternal diameter the same
throughout and its upper end projected
through the openiug in the top of the recep-
tacle and into the cup, said opening being
greater in diameter than the external diam-
eter of the stem, and the upper end of the
stem having an external peripheral flange
which is greater than the opening through
which the stem projects and is disposed to
closesaid opening when the stem is depressed.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
as our own we have hereto affixed our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM J. WEAVER.
CASPER F. HOFFMAN.

Witnesses: )
J. J. HOFFMANN,
TrOS. C. MCENTEER.
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