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Patented Mar. 17, 1953 2,631,393 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,631,393 

ILLUMINATED TAP 
Lionels. Hetherington, Baldwin, N.Y. 

Application July 19, 1946, Serial No. 685,002 

This invention relates to illuminated taps and 
more particularly to an electrically illuminated 
tap adapted to be used as an advertising device. 
One object of this invention is to advertise 

the beverage available on draught at the tap. 
Another object is to visibly indicate the specific 

beverage to be drawn from a specific tap. 
Another object is an illuminated tap-head 

which is detachably attachable to the control 
arm of a dispensing valve. 
Other objects will appear from the detailed 

description which follows: . . . . . . . . . . 

In accordance with this invention, the tap is 
provided with a hollow fenestrated head or han 
dle fabricated out of a suitable translucent ma 
terial which is detachably attachable to the tap 
control lever. The translucent head or handle 
forms a housing for an electric light bulb which 
is normally illuminated to clearly visibly display 
suitable advertising material through the display 
window to draw attention to the particular bever 
age on draught at the tap. The electrical cir 
cuit for the light bulb is controlled by the tap 
control lever; hence when the attendant oper 
ates the tap handle to draw the beverage the 
light bulb is extinguished. 
In the drawings comprising two sheets of ten 

figures numbered Figs. 1 to 88a, and 9 inclusive. 
Fig. 1 is a vertical cross sectional view of my 

improved tap handle and a suitable control sys 
tem therefor, associated with a conventional tap. 

Fig. 2 is a front view of a control switch and 
its associated strip wiring. - 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal cross Sectional view of 
the control Switch of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is an exploded view of my tap handle. 
Fig. 5 is a vertical cross sectional view of a 

modified form of the invention. - 
Figs. 6 and 7 are detailed views of an insulated 

adapter. - - - 1 - - - V - . . . . . 

Fig. 8 is a horizontal cross sectional view of 
a modified form of contact switch. 

Fig. 8a, is a longitudinal section taken along 
the line 8a-8a of Fig. 8, looking in the direc 
tion of the arrows. 

Fig. 9 is a side view of another modified form. 
eferring generally to Fig. 1, the tap or dis 

pensing valve 22 is piped in the conventional 
way to a barrel or other container (not shown) 
Containing the beverage which is on draught at 
the dispensing nozzle. 20. The tap includes a suit 
able dispensing valve actuated by the control 
lever 2f which is pivotally connected to the dis 
pensing valve 22. The tap 20 is supported in any 
suitable manner as by a counter, fountain, or 
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bar 23, and the control lever 2 is so biased by 
mechanism conventionally enclosed within the 
casing of dispensing Valve 22, that When the 
tap is not in use the control lever 2 tends to 
resume an upright position. One suitable mecha 
his for SO biasing the control lever 2 is shown 
and described in United States Letters Fatent No. 
2,034,420 granted to Peter M. Reiland et al. on 
March 17, 1936. When control lever 2 once 
attains its normal position, the spring- washer 
;33 tends to retain the control lever 2 in such 
inormal position. The tap 22 and its aSSociated 
piping is grounded at 98. . . . . . 

The upper end of the control lever 2 is pro 
vided with a male threaded shank 24 from which 
the conventional form of a detachable handie 
ordinarily employed has been removed and re 
placed by the illuminated handle embodying the 
Construction of this invention. 
One form of illuminated handle embodying my 

Said in Vention is Shown in Fig. 1. As shown in 
Fig. 1, Said handle includes a hollow head 3 
inade of any suitable translucent material, prefer 
ably a translucent molded plastic. 
The handle 3 is provided with a window 32 

fashioned out of a suitable translucent material 
Such as Bakelite, Lucite, or the like, the window 
32 being Sealed at 3 into the hollow head 3, 
to prevent moisture from entering the hollow 
handle. - - - - - - . . . . . . -, - ... ' 

At the time the display window 32 is fabricated, 
Suitable advertising matter 33 is embedded in 
the display WindoW 32 so as to form an integral 
part of the Window. 
The advertising matter 33 may include the 

brand name of the beverage dispensed from the 
tap with which the handie 3 is associated, or it 
may contain other advertising matter if pre 
ferred. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " :- - - - - 
The handle 3 may include a threaded shank 

3f.haWing one or more internal keyways 35 (Fig. 
4), fashioined to receive the positioning ribs 3S 
of an insulated adapter 28. The adapter 28 may 
be fabricated from any preferred kind of insulat 
ing material but an adapter molded out of a suit 
able plastic material is relatively cheap and gives 
good results. . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . 
The adapter 28, which constitutes a detachable 

extension of the handle 3i provides a suitable 
holder for the lamp bulb 40. The adapter 28 
may be detachably attached to the handle 3 in 
any preferred manner as by means of a threaded 
ring Si) so fitted as to abut against the annular 
shoulder 29 formed at the upper end of the 
adapter 28, so as to seat the handle 3 upon the 
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adapter 28 when the female threaded ring 3 is 
screwed over the threads of the male threaded 
shank 37. The positioning ribs S8 register with 
the keyways 35 formed in Shank of the handle 
3 to insure that the handle 3: Will be so posi 
tioned relative to the valve control lever 2, as 
to correctly display the advertising matter 33 
carried by the window 32. 
The adapter 28 may be designed to receive any 

conventional type of electric lamp bulb 40, such 
for example as a lamp bulb having a conventional 
miniature screw base 4, in which case the 
adapter includes a lamp base holder 43 of the 
screw socket type and a central spring contact 
39. The metal holder 43 is electrically connected 
by a Suitable metallic Strap to a contact pin 38 
positioned in the outer wall of the adapter 28. 
The lower end of the adapter 28 is recessed said 
recess being female threaded to match with the 
male threaded stem 24 of the valve control lever 
2. When a ground return signal circuit is em 
ployed, a female threaded metal bushing 27 is 
seated in the recess at the lower end of the 
adapter, to establish electrical continuity for 
the ground return of the signal circuit through 
the valve control lever 2 to the ground connec 
tion 98 (Fig. 1). Electrical continuity may be 
established between the central stud 42 of the 
lamp bulb 4. (Fig. 1) and the metal bushing 2 
in any preferred manner, as by means of a Cen 
tral spring contact 39 which constitutes a re 
Silient central electrode for the central stud 42 
of the lamp bulb 45. The lamp holder 43 and 
the contact pin 38 and their associated metallic 
strap, and the metal bushing 2 and its aSSociated 
Spring contact 39 may all be secured in place 
during the molding of the adapter 28. When a 
lamp bulb 4) is screwed into the adapter 28, elec 
trical continuity is established from the contact 
pin 38, through lamp socket 43, the filament of 
the lamp bulb, and lamp stud 42, through cen 
tral spring contact 39 and metal bushing 2, 
valve control lever 2 to ground at 93, thus estab 
lishing a part of the lamp signal circuit. 
By molding the shell of the hollow head 3 

relatively thick and the display window 32 rela 
tively thin, the intensity of the light emitted 
through hollow head 3 may be substantially re 
duced and the intensity. Of the light emitted 
through the display window 32 and its advertis 
ing matter 33 materially increased. 
The valve control lever 2 of the dispensing 

valve 22 is biased in such a manner that when 
released it normally tends to assume a vertical 
position against the counter, fountain, or bar 23. 
A contact switch 50 which includes a plastic 
housing is mounted upon the counter 23 at the 
proper height to register with the contact pin 
38 whenever control lever 2 returns to its normal 
upright position. 
A rod 45 carrying a contact point 44 is slidably 

Supported in the plastic housing of contact switch 
50 in such a manner, that the contact point 44 
establishes electrical contact with the contact pin 
38 whenever the valve control lever 2; returns to 
its normal position. 

Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, the rod 45 may be 
made of any Suitable insulating material such as 
molded plastic. The rod may be hollow to form 
a sleeve Covering for the stem of the contact 
point 44. A continuity spring 48 establishes elec 
tric continuity between the stem of contact point 
44 and a contact plate 49 located within the 
plastic housing of contact switch 50. 
The plastic rod 45 slides into the plastic hous 
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4 
ing of contact switch 50 against increased ten 
Sion exerted by the continuity Spring 48, thus 
providing a Suitable follow between the contact 
point 44 and the contact pin 38 of the adapter 
28 whenever valve control lever 2 approaches 
or moves off normal. This follow of contact point 
As insures electrical continuity between the con 
tact pin 38 and the contact plate 49 of contact 
switch 50. 
The plastic rod 45 is provided with an annular 

groove 46 adapted to receive a locking pin 47 
(FigS. 1 and 2) which is slidably mounted in the 
plastic housing of contact switch 58. Thus when 
the barrel piped to the dispensing valve 22 is 
empty, the attendant may push the plastic rod 
45 into the housing of the contact Switch 50 
until the pin 47 engages the annular groove 46 
thus holding the contact point 44 out of elec 
trical contact with contact pin 38 to break the 
signal circuit and extinguish the lamp bulb 40, 
as a visible indication that the barrel piped to 
the dispensing valve 22 is empty. After the empty 
barrel has been replaced with a full barrel piped 
to the dispensing valve 22, the locking pin 47 
may be withdrawn from the annular groove 45, 
thus permitting the continuity spring 48 to push 
the plastic rod 45 outwards and re-establish the 
signal circuit for the lamp bulb 40 at contact pin 
S8, thus relighting the lamp 40 as a visible in 
dication that the beverage is now on draught at 
the dispensing valve 22. 
The plastic housing of contact switch 50 may 

be provided with a vent 5 (Fig. 1) to permit the 
escape of any moisture which may accumulate 
inside the housing 50. 
The contact plate 49 is located within the 

plastic housing of contact switch 50. It may be 
connected to a suitable source of low voltage in 
any preferred manner as for example, to the low 
voltage secondary winding 56 of an iron core 
step-down transformer (Fig. 1), whose primary 
winding 55 may be connected in the conventional 
way to a suitable Source of alternating Current 
voltage 57. One side of the secondary winding 
56 is electrically connected to the contact plate 
49 over the low voltage supply lead 60, and the 
other side of the secondary winding 56 is con 
nected through a fuse 58 to ground at 59. The 
ground side of the secondary winding 56 of the 
transformer is fused at 58 So that any overload 
current will blow the fuse 58 and completely 
open the signal circuit through the low voltage 
secondary Winding 56. 
The signal circuit is preferably wired through 

a moisture-proofed prewired connector strip 54, 
consisting of one or more hollow conductors or 
tubular wires 53 embedded in the connector Strip 
54, preferably by molding the material while in 
a plastic condition. Where two or more tubular 
wires 53 are molded in the connector strip 54, they 
are retained in parallel spaced relationship at 
a Sufficient distance apart, So that the insulat 
ing material from which the connector Strip 54 
is molded enters in between the tubular wires 
53 and completely insulates the tubular wires 
from each other and protects them against ex 
ternal exposure. - - - 

The connector strips 54 (Fig. 2) are made in 
suitable lengths so that they can be laid in end 
to end abutment to construct a signal circuit of 
any desired length. 

Electrical continuity is established between the 
adjoining Sections of tubular Wiring by inserting 
a double ended tapered pin 52-52 (Fig. 3) in 
the adjoining ends of the tube wiring thus bridg 
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ing the conductors of the adjoining sections of 
tube wiring together. The diameter of each end 
of the double ended tapered pin 52-53 is Such 
as to cause each tapered pin 52 to frictionaily 
engage the inner wall of the tube wiring 5S and 
establish perfect electrical continuity. 
One suitable form of double ended tapered pin 

is shown in associatica. With the contaCt plate 
49 of the plastic housing 3 (Fig. 3). The con 
nector strips il-5ii (Fig. 3) are terminated i:) 
spaced relation so as to receive the plastic hous 
ing 53. The tapered pins 52-52 (Fig. 3) extead 
in opposite directions from the contact plate 33 
into the oppositely disposed spaced con:lector 
strip sections 56-34 of the hollow tube Wiitiing 
53-53, so that each tapered pin 52 frictionaliy 
engages the inner wali of a Section of tubing 53, 
thus establishing electrical continuity between 
the contact plate 45 and each section of tube 
wiring 53, while at the same time folining a 
bridge connection between the spaced tubular 
wires 53-53. Any desired number of sections 
of connector strip 35 nay be electrically inter'- 
connected by means of the double ended tapered 
pins 52-52 associated. With each CO:lta,2t piate 
43 of each outlet, unit, 5. 
Since the connector strips 54 are made of plas 

tic islaterial, they Inay be readily cut (as y SaW 
iing) into shortel lengths of any required Size, 
to facilitate the installation of any desired Wii 
ing Systein having any required number of outlets 
for use in conjunction with any desii'ed arrange 
reint of dispensing waives 22-22. 
A metallic signal circuit may be employed to 

replace the grounded signal circuit. When a 
metallic signal circuit, is employed, the grounded 
connections is and 38 (Fig. 1) may be i'eila Cad 
by an insulated metallic conductor siiniilar to the 
conductor 88 (Fig. 1). A fetallic signalling Sys 
ten employs a connector strip or Yaolding similar 
to the moiding 55 but having two conductors 
enribedded in the connector strip in p21'aiiel 
spaced relation instead of the single conducto)" 
53 shown in FigS. 2 and 3 of the drawings. A 
connector strip containing twin tube Wiring is 
show in generally in FigS. 8 and 8d., whereiin the 
connector strip 63 contains two tubular confiuc 
tors 9 and which are bridged to the tWii. 
conductors of the adjoining Section of connector 
strip by raneans of the tapered pins 6 and & 
(Fig. 8a). Where tWii tubular wiring is ei 
ployed, the piastic housing of the contact SWitsi 
7 contains a slidably mounted contact rod i2 
carrying the Separately insulated contact pii)S 
3 and 4. Each contact pin 3 and 3 is re 

tained in electrical continuity with its associated 
contact plate 93 oi' i G2 by means of its coin 
tinuity spring 39 or C. Contact plate i3 is in 
electrical continuity with tapered pin 3 , While 
contact plate 32 is in electrical continuity with 
tapered pin 68, so that the contact pins 3 and 
74 nay constitute a connection or tap-off from 
the twin tubular wiring 69 and of the Signal 
System. 
When a metallic circuit is employed for the 

signalling systein, the insulated adapter 6 (Eigs. 
5, 6, and 7) is provided with twin insulated con 
tact pins 33 and 64 adapted to register with the 
twin contact, pins S and 4 of the contact Sviticia 
i. Insulated adapter 5 (Figs. 5, 6, and 7) is 
provided with one or more positioning ribs 33 
which function in the Sare nanner as the posi 
tioning ribs 35-36 of insulated adapter 23 (Fig. 
4). The contact pins 33 aid 34 of the adapter 
6 are in electrical continuity with the screw 
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socket 8 and with the center spring contact 83 
of the adapter. As best illustrated in Fig. 5, the 
Center spring contact 33 is connected to the con 
tact pin 34 by means of the metal strap 82, and 
the Screw socket holder 8 is connected to the 
contact pin 63 by a metal strip 34. The lamp 
bulb 65 (iig. 7) which may be of the rainiature 
type is provided with a miniature scrCw base 
adapted to be screwed into the screw socket 
holder 8 so that the Screw base of lainp bulb 
is is in electrical continuity with screw socket 
8, and the central stud of lamp bulb 65 is in 
electrical continuity with center spring contact 
83, till:S establishing a completely insulated 
retallic circuit through the filament of the lamp 
builo 3. 
The hollow head is is provided with a window 

i suitably Sealed in the head 6. Suitable ad 
Vertising natter F8 is displayed in the window 

i, the advertising matter 8 preferably forming 
an integral part of the window . The Shank 
of the hollow head TS 1 inay be undercut and male 
threaded at 8 to interengage the female threads 
of the threaded ring 8). The ring 3 is provided 
With 23 in Wardly projecting flange which ex 
gages the annular shoulder 9 of the adapter 
thus locking the hollow head 6 to the adapter 
6, in the nainner previously described. 
The lower end of the adapter 6 is recessed, 

and to facilitate direct or indirect attachment 
to the Valve conti?ol lever 2 the recessed lower 
end of the insulated adapter 6 may be female 
threaded as indicated at 85. 
The conventional valve control levers 2 may 

be provided With male threaded shanks 24 of 
Various sizes and threads, so that the insulated 
adapter must be provided with suitable means 
for attaching the insulated adapter 6 to any 
Valve control lever 2 regardless of the size or 
character of the thread of the male threaded 
Shank 24. This may be accomplished by provid 
ing a reducer 25 having a male threaded end 23 
adaptad to threadably engage the female thread 
ed Socket 85 of the adapter 6i, and a female 
Socket 33 adapted to engage the male threaded 
Shank 24 of valve control lever 2. A knurled 
locking Washer 5 may be inserted upon the naie 
threaded shank 24 to insure correct centering of 
the hollow head it upon the valve control lever 
2. So as to face the Window it in the proper di 
rection to correctly display the advertising mat 
te' 3. 

Fig. 9 shows the invention applied to the tap 
of a Soda, fountain. In this case the fountain 
95 includes a dispensing valve tap 33 operated 
by a valve control lever 8. The hollow head 8 
is provided With a WindoW containing Suitabie 
advertising display matter 05, Similar in Scope 
to the display matter 33 and 78 of the hollow 
heads 3} and 6. A contact pin 89 is connected 
in a Signal circuit which includes the filament 
'of the lamp bulb 36 housed in the hollow head 
86. 
A suitable control SWitch 9 is attached to the 

arm of the fountain 95 by means of an adjust 
able pipe clamp 92 and its associated clamping 
Screw 93. Low voltage supply lead 94 is con 
nected to a Suitable Source of low voltage supply 
Such as the low voltage Secondary winding 56 o 
the transformer (Fig. 1). 
The low voltage supply lead 94 is in electrical 

continuity with the contact point 9 of the con 
trol Switch 9. The assembly of the control 
SWitch. 9 is generally similar to the assembly 
of the control switch 50 (Fig. 3), so that when 
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ever the valve control lever 8 is in an upright 
position, a signal circuit is completed through 
the filament of the lamp bulb (6 housed by the 
hollow head 86, through contact pin 89, contact 
point 9 and low voltage supply lead 94, to a 
suitable source of low voltage (such as the low 
voltage secondary Winding 56 of Fig. 1), thus 
lighting the lamp bulb ft 6 to display the ad 
vertising material 05 through the window 4. 
When the handle 86 is operated, valve control 
lever 87 moves in such a direction as to Separate 
contact pin 89 and contact point 90, thus inter 
rupting the Signalling circuit through the lamp 
buib 06 and extinguishing the lanp and the dis 
play 05. Control lever 87 also opens the tap 
88 to dispense the beverage into the drinking 
glass 96. When the valve control lever 8 re 
Sunes its normal (upright) position contact pin 
89 re-engages contact point 9 to re-establish the 
signalling circuit, thus relighting the lamp G6 to 
again display the advertising matter 35 through 
the Window 04. 
While the miniature lamps 49, 85, and 6 have 

been described as of the Screw base type, it should 
be understood that any other form of lamp may 
be used by modifying the adapters 28, and 6. 
to accommodate the desired type of lamp. 
While there has been disclosed in this speci 

fication certain forms in which the invention may 
ibe embodied, it is to be understood that the Said 
forms are shown for the purpose of illustration 
only, and that the invention is not to be limited 
to the forms disclosed, but may be modified and 
embodied in various other forms without depart 
ing from the Spirit of the invention. In short 
the invention includes all of the modifications 
and embodiments coming within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a normally illuminated dispensing tap 

and in combination, a dispensing valve, a con 
trol lever therefor, an electric lamp detachably 
mounted upon said control lever and insulated 
therefrom, a handle having a cavity formed 
therein, Said cavity including a Window, Said 
handle being detachably mounted on said con 
trol lever and housing said electric lamp in said 
cavity, a pair of closure contacts, an electrical 
circuit including Said lamp and Said closure con 
tacts, one of said closure contacts being carried 
by said control lever, said control lever when in 
normal position completing Said lamp circuit 
through said closure contacts to light Said lamp 
to normally illuminate said Window, and Said 
handle being operable when mounted to move 
Said control lever off-normal to simultaneously 
open said valve to dispense a beverage and Said 
lamp circuit at said closure contacts to extin 
guish said lamp and darken said Window to 
visually indicate that the valve is in beverage 
dispensing position. 

2. A tap-handle having a Window and a cavity 
formed therein for containing advertising matter 
adapted when illuminated to be visible through 
said Window, said handle having a hollow Shank 
connecting with said cavity, an insulated 
adapter, a socket for mounting an electric lamp 
supported upon said adapter, said Socket in 
cluding electrodes spaced to engage the electrodes 
of an electric lamp, the upper portion of Said 
adapter entering said shank to position an elec 
tric lamp when engaged between said Socket elec 
trodes within said windowed cavity to form a 
handle unit, one electrode of said lamp Socket 
having a ground-forming connection, a closure 
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8 
contact embedded in the exterior face of the Wali 
of said handle unit and electrically connected 
to the other electrode of said lamp Socket to ex 
tend the conductors of the electrical circuit Over 
which said lamp is to be lighted to the exterior 
face of the wall of said handle unit, another 
contact separate from said handle unit, said han 
die unit being movable to extend said electrical 
circuit fron said closure contact to said other 
contact, and said lamp when lighted illuminating 
said advertising matter. 

3. A tap-handle having a Window and a cavity 
formed therein for containing advertising matter 
adapted when illuminated to be visible through 
said Window, said handle having a hollow shank 
connecting with said cavity, an insulated 
adapter, an electric lamp socket supported by 
Said adapter, said lamp Socket including elec 
trodes Spaced to establish electrical continuity 
with the electrodes of an electric lamp, the up 
per portion of Said adapter entering said shank 
to position an electric lamp when engaged by 
Said Socket electrodes Within Said windowed cav 
ity to form a mechanical unit, means for detach 
ably mounting said mechanical unit upon the 
control-lever of a beverage dispensing valve, said 
means being electrically connected to one elec 
trode of Said lainp Socket to ground one leg of 
the electrical circuit over which said lamp is to 
be lighted to the tap pipe line via said control 
lever, a closure contact embedded in the exterior 
face of the Wall of said mechanical unit and elec 
trically connected to the other electrode of said 
lamp socket to further extend the electrical cir 
cuit Over Which Said lamp is to be lighted to the 
exterior face of the wall of said mechanical unit, 
to combine Said mechanical unit, said lamp 
Socket electrodes, and said electrical connections 
therefor, into one assembly unit, said electrical 
circuit including a second contact engaged by 
Said closure contact when said lamp is to be 
lighted, and said lamp when lighted illuminating 
said advertising matter. 

4. in a tap-handle and in combination, an in 
Sulated holder threaded for mounting upon the 
actuating lever of a beverage dispensing tap, the 
upper end of said holder defining an annular 
shoulder, an electric lamp socket mounted upon 
the upper end of Said holder, an electric lamp 
mounted in said lamp socket, an electrode ex 
tending laterally through the side wall of said 
holder and electrically connected with one elec 
trode of said lamp socket, a second electrode ex 
tending axially through said holder to electri 
cally interconnect the other electrode of said lamp 
Socket and the grounded actuating lever of said 
tap, a handle having a hollow fenestrated head 
terminating in a male threaded throated shank, 
the window containing advertising matter and 
light transmitting material, the upper end of 
said holder being keyed for engagement against 
rotation. Within said throated shank when said 
annular Shoulder and said male threaded shank 
are in axial ailgnment thus positioning said lamp 
in proper position to illuminate and thus dis 
play Said advertising material through said win 
dow whenever the electrical circuit for lighting 
Said lamp is closed, a female threaded coupling 
for drawing Said male threaded throated shank 
against Said shoulder to lock said handle to said 
holder, and a contact point for engaging said 
laterally extending electrode in completing said 
electrical circuit. 

5. In a lever-controlled grounded tap-valve 
and in combination, an electric lamp, a socket 
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for said electric lamp, said socket including 
spaced electrodes and a base member, said base 
member having an annular side wall and being 
detachably mountable upon the movable arm of 
the tap-grounded control-lever, one Socket-elec 
trode being connected to, and the other socket 
electrode being insulated from, said control-lever, 
a handle, a shank merging with and in contin 
uation of said handle, said handle and shank 
being hollowed out to form a throated cavity, Said 
cavity including a window, said lamp Socket 
nesting Within said throated cavity, a third elec 
trode electrically connected to said insulated elec 
trode and electrically insulated from said 
grounded electrode to complete so much of the 
electrical circuit for lighting said electric lamp 
When Secured in Said Socket as is movably car 
ried by said control-lever, said third electrode 
extending radially through the annular side Wall 
of said base member to provide a surface contact, 
a contact stationary relative to said surface con 
tact, and Said surface contact moving in unison 
With said control-lever to close and open said 
electrical circuit through said stationary contact 
to light and extinguish said lamp. 

6. In a lever-controlled tap-valve and in com 
bination, an electric lamp, a socket for holding 
Said electric lamp, said socket including spaced 
electrodes and a base, said base having an annu 
lar Side Wall and being detachably mountable 
upon the movable arm of the control-lever, said 
Spaced electrodes being insulated from the con 
trol-lever and from each other, a handle, a shank 
merging with and in continuation of said han 
dle, said handle and shank being hollowed out 
to form a throated cavity, said cavity including 
a Window, Said lamp socket nesting within said 
throated cavity, twin electrodes extending 
through the annular side Wall of said base in 
Spaced relation to provide a spaced pair of Sur 
face contacts, said paired electrodes being sub 
stantially flush with said annular side wall and 
being separately electrically connected to the 
electrodes of said lamp socket to establish in part 
a metallic circuit for said electric lamp secured 
in Said socket to light said lamp and illuminate 
Said Window, a pair of Spaced circuit contacts, 
a Source Of Voltage connected therebetween to 
complete the metallic circuit for said lamp, and 
Said Spaced surface contacts moving in unison 
with Said control-lever to cause said metallic cir 
cuit to close and open at said spaced contacts 
to light and to extinguish said lamp. 

7. In a handle for a lever-controlled tap-valve 
and in combination, a handle having a cavity 
formed therein, said cavity including a window, 
an insulated holder comprising an electric lamp 
Socket, said holder having an annular base and 
being slidably insertable in Said cavity, said hold 
er constituting means for detachably mounting 
said handle upon the control-lever of the tap 
valve for movement in unison with said control 
lever to open and close the tap-valve, one elec 
trode of said lamp Socket being insulated from 
said control-lever, a second electrode protruding 
through the curved Wall of the annular base and 
electrically connected to said insulated electrode, 
said holder being keyed to Said cavity to correctly 
position said window relative to said second elec 
trode, a stationary contact, Said second electrode 
constituting a part of an electrical circuit, Com 
pleted through said stationary contact when said 
control-lever is moved into position to close said 

10 
tap-valve, for lighting an electric lamp secured 
in said socket, to illuminate Said Window. 

8. In a tap-handle and in combination, a han 
dle having a cavity formed therein, said cavity 

5 including a window, advertising matter positioned 
in said cavity, said matter when illuminated be 
ing visually displayed through said WindoW, an 
electric light socket having an annular base, Said 
light socket slidably nesting in said cavity, an 

10 electrode electrically connected with one elec 
trode of the light socket and protruding radially 
outwards through the annular side wall of said 
annular base to define an exposed terminal con 
tact having its contact face Substantially flush 

15 with the face of said annular side Wall, and means 
for insuring correct registry between said handle 
and said light Socket when nested in said cavity 
to correctly position said Window relative to said 
terminal contact. 

20 9. In a lever-controllied electrical circuit for 
visually advertising a beverage dispensed by a 
tap-valve and in combination a tap-Valve control 
lever, a socket for an electric lamp, an electric 
lamp positioned in said socket, said socket in 

25 cluding spaced electrodes, Said Socket being de 
tachably mountable upon the movable arm of said 
control-lever for actuating the tap-valve to dis 
pense the beverage, a handle, said handle being 
hollowed out to form a Windowed cavity for con 

30 taining advertising matter peculiarly indicative of 
the specific beverage dispensed from said tap 
valve, said advertising matter when illuminated 
being visible through Said Window, Said lamp 
socket being detachably mounted in Said cavity, 

35 an electrical circuit for applying operating cur 
rent to said electric lamp When bridged between 
the spaced electrodes to light said lamp and thus 
illuminate said advertising matter, said circuit in 
cluding a movable branch carried by said control 

40 lever and a relatively fixed branch complementary 
to Said movable branch, Said movable branch in 
cluding said spaced electrodes, said bridging lamp 
and two other electrodes separately electrically 
connected at one end to said Spaced electrodes 

45 and extending at their opposite ends through the 
side wall of Said Socket to provide a pair of spaced 
contact points, said complementary branch in 
cluding a pair of spaced contact points whose 
spacing corresponds to the Spacing between the 

50 spaced contact points of said movable branch, 
and the spaced contact points of said movable 
branch being carried by said control-lever into 
electrical contact With the spaced contact points 
of said complementary branch when said dispens 

55 ing valve is closed, to light said lamp and illumi 
nate Said beverage-indicative-advertising-matter. 

LIONEL S. HETHERINGTON. 
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