
Feb. 21, 1950 J. E. HAWLEY 2,498,270 
COMBINED TRAFFIC SIGNAL AND GUARD 

Filed March 29, 1948 

ASS 

-a 26 
Inventor . 

Sae Woe A. Afaw?ey 

27.4%ley Arafa, 

  

  



Patented Feb. 21, 1950 2,498,270 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,498,2io ". . . . . 

COMBINED TRAFFIC SIGNAL AND GUARD 
Joe E. Hawley, Twin Falls, Idaho. 

Application March 29, 1948, serial No. 17,613 
7 Claims. (C. 177-329) 

This invention relates to new and useful im 
proVenents and structural refinements in traffic 
controlling devices, more specifically, devices for 
controlling pedestrian traffic in synchronization 
with vehicular traffic control, and the principal 
object of the invention is to warn pedestrians 
against and to discourage them, from crossing 
streets, at intersections while vehicular traffic is 
flowing in a perpendicular direction. 

This object,is achieved by the provision of what 
may be referred to as a combined traffic signal 
and guard, wherein a collapsible wind sock, con 
nected to, an air blower, is: normally disposed in 
a, collapsed, vertical positipn, but is projectible to 
an inflated, horizontal position transyersely of the 
pedestrian traffic-way, thereby, not only, indicating 
to, the pedestrians that, they should refrain from 
crossing: the intersection, but also, by virtue of 
its, horizontally projected position, discouraging 
them from so doing. 

Another important feature of the invention 
resides, informing the wind sock from translu 
cent material and providing an electric lamp, 
preferably of ared color, in the wind sock, where 
by the inflated, transversely projected position 
of the wind sock may be readily observed at night. 
An additional feature of the invention lies in 

its simplicity of construction and in its adaptabil 
ity for coaction with vehicular traffic controls 
already in existence. - : . '...' . 
With the above more important objects and 

features in view and such other objects and fea 
ties as may become apparent as this specifica 
tion proceeds, the invention consists essentially 
of the construction and arrangement of parts as 
shown in the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the invention 
in its inflated, horizontal position, 

Figure 2 is a perspective view, similar to that 
ShoWn in Figure 1, but illustrating the device in 
its collapsed, vertical position, 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary cross sectional view, 
taken substantially in the plane of the line 3-3 
in Figure , 

Figure 4 is a CrOSS Sectional view, taken sub 
stantially in the plane of the line 4-4 in Figure 
3, and 

Figure 5 is a wiring diagram showing the elec 
trical apparatus used in the invention. 

Like characters of reference are employed to 
deSignate like parts in the specification and 
throughout the several views. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings 
in detail, the invention consists of a combined 
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2. 
the reference character 10, the same embodying 
in its construction an upright tubular standard 
f2 having its lower end portion embedded in an 
edge: portion of a sidewalk or pedestrian traffic 
way 4, while a suitable electric motor 16, 
equipped with a mounting socket 18, is secured 
on the upper end portion of the standard by means of a transversely extending pin 20 as will 
be clearly apparent. 
What may be referred to as an air blower 22 

is carried by the motor 6, the blower 22 includ 
ing aduct. 24, in which is rotatable a fan. 26 
m dupon the armature. 28 of the motor 6. 
The duct24ingludes a plurality of struck outpor 
tions 30 defining air inlet openings. 32, and the 
duct is also provided with a diametrically extend 
ing brace 34 carrying an electric lamp'36 mounted 
in a suitable socket 38. & - What may be referred to as a collapsible wind 
sock 40, formed from translucent material, has ortion thereof removably secured 

Eluct 24 of the blower 22 by means of suit 
able fasteners 42, and the remaining, free end portion of the sock 40 is provided with an air 
escape, opening, the edges of which are equipped 
with a suitable drawstring 44, so that the size is air escape opening may be increased or 
decreased as desired. . . . . . 
The duct 24 of the blower 22 is retained in 

position on the motor 6 by means of a suitable 
clamp 46, and it should be understood that the 
lamp 36, which is preferably red in color, is con 
nected in parallel to the motor 6, so that it is 
energizable simultaneously therewith. The motor 
6 itself receives its Supply of current through 

the medium of a Suitable conductor 48 extending 
through the standard f2. 
When the motor 6 is not energized, the Wind 

Sock 40 rests in a collapsed, Substantially vertical 
position as shown in Figure 2, but when the 
motor and the blower 22 are in operation, the 
wind-sock becomes inflated by the pressure of 
air from the blower and assumes a horizontally 
projected position, as indicated in Figure 1. 

It should, of course, be understood that the 
entire device is mounted at one side of the pedes 
trian traffic-Way or sidewalk and when the Wind 
sock 40 is in its horizontally projected position, 
it will not only indicate to pedestrians that they 
should refrain from crossing the intersection, 
but it will also effectively discourage them from 
so doing. 
Simultaneously with the energization of the 

motor 6, the lamp 36 will become energized 
traffic signal and guard designated generally by 55 and the light rays emanating therefrom will be 

  



3 
dispersed through the translucent material of 
the wind-sock 40, so that the entire wind-sock, 
when horizontally projected, will become illumi 
nated by the red light from the lamp, so that 
the signal is clearly and distinctly visible at 
night. 
The instant signal and guard is intended for 

controlling pedestrian traffic in Synchronization 
with a conventional vehicular traffic control, mat 
ters being so arranged that the wind-sock 40 is 
horizontally projected and the lamp 36 energized 
when vehicular traffic flows perpendicularly to the 
direction of travel of pedestrians, as will be 
readily understood. 

if desired, the signalling effectiveness of the 
device may be substantially enhanced by provid 
ing a representation of a hand on the wind-sock 
40 as indicated at 50, and the purpose of the 
aforementioned drawstring 44 is, of course, to 
increase or decrease the air escape opening in 
the Outer end of the Wind-sock, in accordance 
With the capacity of the particular fan 26 which 
is being used. 

It is believed that the advantages and use of 
the invention will be clearly apparent from the 
foregoing disclosure and accordingly, further de 
Scription thereof at this point is deemed unneces 
Saly. 
While in the foregoing there has been shown 

and described the preferred embodiment of this 
invention it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction, combina 
tion and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to Without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as claimed. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is: 

1. A combined traffic signal and guard com 
prising an air blower, and a collapsible wind sock 
having an Open end portion connected to said 
blower, said sock normally resting in a collapsed, 
vertical position and being projectable to an in 
flated, horizontal position upon actuation of said 
blower. 

2. In association with a traffic-way to be con 
trolled, a combined signal and guard comprising 
an air blower disposed at one side of said traffic 
Way, and a collapsible wind-sock having an open 
end portion connected to said blower, said sock 
normally resting in a collapsed, vertical position 
and being projectable transversely of said traffic 
Way to an inflated, horizontal position upon actu 
ation of said blower. 
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3. The device as defined in claim 2 together 
with adjustable air escape means provided at the 
free end portion of said sock. 

4. A combined traffic signal and guard com 
5 prising an upright standard, an electric motor 

on Said standard, an air blower connected to said 
notor, a collapsible wind-sock formed from 
translucent material and having an end portion 
connected to said blower, an electric lamp car 

10 Tied by said blower and disposed in said sock, 
said lamp being energizable simultaneously with 
Said motor, said Sock normally resting in a col 
lapsed, vertical position and being projectable 
to an inflated, horizontal position upon actua 
tion of Said motor, and adjustable air escape 
means provided at the free end portion of said 
Sock. 

5. In a combined traffic signal and guard, the 
combination of an electric motor having a sub 
stantially horizontal armature shaft, an open 
ended tubular duct secured at one end thereof 
to said motor and formed in the wall thereof 
with a plurality of air inlet openings, a collapsible 
Signalling and guarding member having an open 
ended tubular configuration and connected at 
One end there to said duct, and a blower fan 
Secured to said shaft and rotatable in said duct 
whereby a current of air may be forced through 
Said member for projecting the same from a 

30 downwardly collapsed to a horizontally extended 
and inflated position. 

6. The device as defined in claim 5, together 
with a drawstring provided at the outer open end 
of Said member for adjusting the size of the 
Opening therein. 

7. The device as defined in claim 5, together 
With a diametrical bracket mounted in said duct 
adjacent said member and an incandescent lamp 
carried by Said bracket and disposed entirely in 

40 said member, said lamp being energizable si 
multaneously with said motor. 
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