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FOLDING CRATE.

1,242,772,
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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexzy E. Corrrys,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Hammond, in the county of Lake and State
of Indiana, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Folding Crates, of which
the following is a specification. o

This invention is an improved folding
crate, which is also adapted to be used for
shipping vegetables, and other commodities
by freight, express or parcel post, the object
of the invention being to provide an im-
proved folding structure of this class which
1s extremely light, strong, cheap and sim-
ple, which may be readily kept clean and
which may be compactly folded so as to oc-
cupy but little space while being stored or
when being returned empty to the shipper.

The invention consists in the construc-
tion, combination and arrangement of de-
vices hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings: —

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a folding
crate constructed in accordance with my in-
vention showing the same set up ready for
use.

Fig. 2 is a plan of the same.

Fig. 3 is'a detail transverse sectional view
of the same.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the same in
partly folded position.

Fig. 5 is a plan of the same in extended
position.

In the embodiment of my invention I pro-
vide a bottom 1 which is here shown as of
oblong rectangular form and which is pref-
erably made of galvanized sheet iron. On
the under side of the bottom are réinforcing
strips 2 which are made of angle iron, two
of these strips being near the sides and the
other under the center of the bottom.

Each of the sides 3 constitutes an oblong
rectangular frame 4 which is made of wire
or rod of suitable gage and the corners of
which are rounded as at 5. Wire netting
6 is secured in each of the frames. Each
end 7 of the crate is composed of a similar
frame 8 and a wire netting covering 9. The
sides and ends are secured to the bottom by
means of hinges 10—11 respectively, which
hinges enable the ends to be folded inwardly

and flat on the bottom and enable the sides
to be folded flat on the ends. :

Each end 7 is provided at opposite sides -

with a hook 12 the stem 18 of which is lon-
gitudinally movable in a casing 14, the cas-
ing being on a base plate 15 which is se-
cured to one of the end members 7. Each
hook 12 is provided with a coiled spring
16 which serves to normally draw the hook
inwardly but enables the hook to be drawn
outwardly and to be engaged with one end
of one of the sides 6. Hence when the sides
and ends of the crate are set up vertically
they may be secured together by the spring
retracted hooks 12 as will be understood,
and by first disengaging said hooks the sides
and ends may be folded inwardly on the bot-
tom to compactly dispose the crate for re-
turn shipment or for storage.

The top 17 is similar in construction to the
sides and ends, being formed of a frame 18
of wire or rod of suitable gage, a wire net-
ting 19, and suitable reinforcing strips 20.
The top also has a door 21 which is hingedly
connected to the central strip 20 by means of
rings 22 and which when in ¢losed position
may be secured by a bolt pin 28. The sides
and ends of the crate are provided near
their upper edges with spring hooks 24
which are identical in construction with the
spring hooks 12 hereinbefore described and

which may be engaged with the sides and

ends of the frame of the top to secure the
latter in place when the crate is set up.

When the crate is in folded position the
top is placed on the side and is secured by
means of spring hooks 25 the casings . of
which are flexibly connected to.the ends of
the center reinforcing strip 2-of the bottom
by means of rings 26 which pass through
openings in said strip. = - )

Having thus described my invention, I
claim: — : ' .

A device of the character set forth em-
bodying a foldable crate comprising a bot-
tom, sides and ends hinged thereto, a series
of spring hooks secured exteriorly to the re-
spective side and end members of the crate,
the hooks of the end members being ar-
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ranged along the opposite edges thereof, the .

hooks of the side members being disposed,_
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along the upper longitudinal edges thereof, tioned hooks serving to retain the crate in

a reinforcing strip secured along the longi- collapsed position. 10
tudinal center of the bottom and provided In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
with openings, a second series of spring _in presence of two witnesses.

hooks, and rings passing through the open- HENRY E. COLLEYS.
ings of the reinforcing strip for flexibly Witnesses:

connecting the latter mentioned hooks to the - Papr B. Lrpinski,

said reinforcing strip, the said last men- BoLrstaw SALIE.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents.
: Washington, D. G.”



