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HOLD-DOWN DEVICE FOR CANS AND LIDS
William F. Puetsch, 729 E. 6ih St., and Clyde M.
Herington, 2005 W. Ist St., both of Davenport,
Towa
Filed Aug. 23, 1961, Ser. No. 133,475
9 Claims. (Cl. 248—146)

The present invention to a device for holding down gar-
bage and similar cans and the lids thereof with the view
to prevent such cans from being tipped over or the lids
thereof being opened or pried off by prowling animals or
the like.

The average householder utilizes garbage or trash con-
tainers which are usually located at the rear of the dwell-
ing. Such containers normally have a removable cover
and it is important that they cannot be easily upset by
prowling domestic animals seeking food. Furthermore,
the cover for such containers should be held in place so
that the contents cannot be spilled by such prowling ani-
mals and, yet, when access to the container is desired by
the householder or by scavenging organizations which
pick up the garbage, then such covers should be readily
removable. It would be desirable to provide an inex-
pensive structure for supporting such trash containers in
a manner that the trash container can readily be removed
from the support for emptying and returned to its sup-
ported or secured position in a very simple manner.
Moreover, returning the can to the secured position
should be no more bothersome than merely placing the
can on a solid surface such as the ground. Additionally,
such structure should include means for supporting the
removable lid or cover holding it in the closed position
against removal by animals or the like, and yet, in no way
interfering with removing the cover to put something into
the trash container or removing the cover during the emp-
tying operation of the container. Furthermore, such
cover support means should support the cover in a posi-
tion which will not interfere with emptying the container.

Structures for supporting trash cans and covers for such
trash cans have been suggested, but they have not been
successful for a number of reasons. First of all, they
have been too expensive. Secondly, many of those avail-
able have caused too much inconvenience to those plac-
ing trash in the container or to those emptying the con-
tainer periodically. Additionally, such holders have been
of large size so they cannot be shipped in a compact
package.

¥t would be desirable to provide an improved hold-
down device for trash cans and the like which eliminates
the disadvantage of prior art devices referred to above,
which is inexpensive to manufacture and which is con-
venient to use.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
such a garbage can and cover holder which may be shipped
in a compact package so as to come within the postal
regulations and, yet, which requires substantially no
assembly operation at the point of use.

Still another object of the present invention resides
in an improved hold-down device for garbage cans and
lids wherein the lid or cover of the can is held against
inadvertent opening of the can and, yet, wherein the
cover may be removed to a position in which it will not
interfere with placing articles in the garbage can or empty-
ing the can.

Further objects and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent as the following description pro-
ceeds, and the features of novelty which characterize the
invention will be pointed out with particularity in the
claims annexed to and forming a part of this specification.

Briefly, the present invention resides in a simple device
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comprising a hook-shaped element which may be secured
to a suitable support and the hook portion of which ele-
ment may be engaged by the handle of a garbage can.
This support includes a hinge for hingedly relating thereto
a cover supporting arm by means of a lost motion con-
nection, such that the cover supporting arm may readily
be moved to a cover hold-down position or to another
position where the cover is supported in a manner that
the garbage may be emptied without any interference
therefrom. Suitable means may also be provided for
engaging the bottom of the can suitably to support the
same.

For a better understanding of the present invention,
reference may be had to the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment
of the hold-down device for garbage cans and lids shown
as being used with a conventional garbage or trash can,
the cover being shown in the closed position in solid lines
and being shown in dashed lines the position in which the
hold-down device holds such cover so as not to interfere
with emptying the can;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken on line 2—2
of FIG. 1 but only showing a fragmentary portion of the -
can;

FIG. 3 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary view of a por-
tion of the device of FIGS. 1 and 2 when the cover hold-
down portion thereof is in the position shown in dashed
lines in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken on line 4—4 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 1 show-
ing a slight modification of the hold-down device of
FIG. 1 applied to a different type garbage can;

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary view similar to FIG. 3 of a
modification of the present invention with the cover hold-
down device shown in the position for holding the cover
on the trash can;

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken on line 7—7 of FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 7 but with the cover
hold-down device in the position for holding the cover
free of the can in a manner not to interfere with empty-
ing the garbage or trash contained therein;

FIG. 9 is a fragmentary view similar to FIG. 6 illustrat-
ing another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a sectional view taken on line 16—18 of
FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 10 but
showing the device of FIGS. 9 and 10 in the position when
the cover is held free of the garbage can be permit vn-
impeded emptying thereof;

FIG. 12 is a fragmentary view similar to FIGS. 6 and
9 of still another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a sectional view taken on line 13—13 of

FIG. 12; .
FIG. 14 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 13 but iltus-
trating the cover hold-down device in the position it
would attain when the cover is held away from the trash
can be permit unimpeded emptying thereof;

FIG. 15 is a side elevational view of still another modi-
fication of the present invention;

FIG. 16 is a front elevational view of FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 is a side elevational view of still another em-
bodiment of a hold-down device; and

FIG. 18 is a view looking in the direction of the arrows
18—18 in FIG. 18.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 to 5 of the drawings, which
illustrate the presently considered preferred embodiment
of -the invention, there is provided a hold-down device
for garbage cans and lids which effectively is a three part
device comprising three separate elements designated as
21, 22 and 23, respectively. These parts would be manu-
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factured and packaged to fit into a small package which
together with several supporting screws could be shipped
under the present postal regulations without difficulty.
Specifically, the element 21 is a movable cover holder
illustrated as being formed of rod-like material such as
cold rolled steel suitably galvanized or otherwise treated
to withstand the weather without deterioration. In a
device built in accordance with the present invention the
element 21 was formed from one-quarter inch cold rolled
steel rod and one end thereof was deformed into a some-
what rectangular hinge loop 21a, as best shown in FIG.
3 of the drawings. The other end 21b of the element
21 which might be termed the cover holding end is
formed into a spring loop 2%c, as best shown in FIG. 2
of the drawings, for releasably engaging the handle 24
of a garbage can lid or cover 25 associated with the con-
ventional garbage can 26. The end 21b overlies a por-
tion of the element 21 and the inherent resilience of the
material from which element 21 is made causes the loop
21c to remain closed but which loop can readily be
opened for the insertion of the cover handle 24. The
garbage can 26 is illustrated as having the usual bail 27
secured to diametrically opposed pertions of the .can as
indicated at 28.

The element or bracket 22 of the present invention is
a combined garbage can hook and hinge member for
the cover holder 21. As illustrated in the drawings, it
comprises a sheet metal strap formed so as to have a hook
portion 22a .at the lower end thereof and an . elongated
curved loop defining portion 225 at the upper end thereof
defining the loop 29 (FIGS. 2 and 4). In a device built
in accordance with the present invention, a steel strap
134 inches wide by %% inch in thickness was - deformed
to form the bracket 22 and the upper portion 22b was
shaped so that the cover holder 21 could be inserted
into the curved loop 29 either before shipment or after
shipment, as the case might be. The bracket 22 is prefer-
ably adapted to be secured by a plurality of screws or
fastening means, generally designated at 30, to secure
the same to a suitable support 31 which is illustrated as
a post but which might be a wall or any other type
of support. The screws 30 at the upper part of the
bracket 22 not only secure the bracket to the support 31
but also close the elongated curved loop 29 to retain in
hinged relationship therewith the portion 2ia of cover
holder 21. To prevent inadvertent removal of the bail
27 from the hook portion 22a, the end of bracket 22 is
deformed at the two edges thereof as indicated at 33.

The third element 23 is a can supporting bracket and
is specifically illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings as being formed of channel shaped material. - The
upper portion 23a thereof is the support engaging por-
tion and is preferably provided with suitable openings
to receive fastening means 35 to secure the same to the
support 31. The lower bracket 23 also includes an inter-
mediate angularly disposed portion 23b, a vertically dis-
posed portion 23¢ and a horizontally disposed portion
23d all integrally formed and connected in the order
named. Attached to the portion 234 as by welding or
the like is an arcuate segment or member 37 formed from
angle material which could be of almost any feasible
metal such as iron, aluminum or the like and in some
cases may even be molded from a suitable plastic. The
arcuate segment 37 is secured to portion 23d of bracket
23 in a position to define a recess 38 between the vertical
portion 23c and the member 37. This recess 38 is adapted
to receive the conventional depending bottom annular rim
designated as 26a of the garbage can 26 (FIG. 2). It will
be apparent that by virtue of the recess 38 the can 26 is
supported by the bracket 23 and it is almost impossible
for a prowling animal or the like to dislodge the can
26 from this recess and the handle 27 from hook portion
22a of the bracket 22.

From the above description it will be apparent that
the device for holding down garbage cans and garbage can
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covers or lids of the present invention is a very compact
and simple one which can be shipped in a very small
package and which can be mounted at the desired loca-
tion by anyone capable of using a screwdriver. More-
over, the cover holder 21 holds the cover in the closed
position as clearly indicated by solid lines in FIGS. 1
and 2 of the drawings. When it is desired to remove
the cover, either for the purpose of emptying the can
26 or for the purpose of placing trash or garbage into
the can, one merely grasps the handle 24 of the cover
25 and lifts it wpwardly so that the hinged loop 21a
moves to the lower end of the curved loop 29 with the
portion of loop 21a closest to loop 21c¢ disposed behind
the portion 22b of bracket 22, as clearly indicated in
FIGS. 3 and 4 of the drawings. This position of cover
holder 21 may be termed the locked open position. In
this position the cover 21 is held in the dashed line posi-
tion shown in FIG. 1 of the drawings and is completely
out of the way whereby the can 26 can readily be re-
moved for emptying. Thereafter, by merely lifting up-
wardly on the cover handle 24, the holder 21 will be
raised sufficiently to permit it to move from the locked
open position of FIGS. 3 and 4 to the position of FIGS.
1 and 2. It should be understood that the elements 21,
2 and 23 may be made from any suitable material such
as aluminum, steel or the like.

The arcuate angle portion 37 of the bracket 23 may
also be used to support the can in the manner shown
in FIG. 5 of the drawings. As there illustrated, a gar-
bage can 4§ of the type having a pair of diametrically
opposed handles 41 is illustrated. The cover is identical
with that shown in FIG. 1 of the drawings and identified
by the same reference numeral 25, as are the other parts
of FIG. 5 of the drawings with the exception of the
bracket designated as 23’ instead of 23. In this case one
of the handles 41 engages the hooked shaped portion
224 of the bracket 22 and the bracket 23’ instead of
supporting the bottom of the can has the arcuate segment
37 engaging the exterior wall of the can to support the
same. The vertically disposed portion of arcuate segment
37 preferably conforms closely to the exterior of the can
26. It should be appreciated that the bracket 23’ might
be used in FIG. 5 in the manner of FIG. 1 to support
the can bottom. The bracket 23’ is an L-shaped member
having one leg of the L secured to the support 31, while
the arcuate segment 37 is secured to the free end of the
other leg of the L. To define a recess similar to 38 an
angle member 44 is welded or otherwise secured to the
other leg of the L spaced sufficiently from the segment
37 to receive the can rim 26a therebetween.

With the above described arrangement the improved
hinge connection between the bracket 22 and the cover
holder 21 insures that the cover is held in the open po-
sition without interference in respect to emptying the
can and yet makes it possible to readily replace the
cover on the can almost as if the cover holder 21 were
not present.

In FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 of the drawings, there is illus-
trated a modification of the present invention in which
only the hinge connection between the cover holder and
the combined garbage can hook and hinge member is
illustrated, it being understood that the remaining parts
of the device could be identical with those heretofore
described. As shown in FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 of the draw-
ings, there is provided a combined garbage can hook
and hinge member 45 which is formed of strap metal
just is the bracket 22 described above. The upper
end of the member 45 is bifurcated as indicated at
46 and the portions of the bracket 45 defining the bi-
furcations are formed into spaced circular loops 45a.
The cover holder is designated at 48 and, except for the
hinge portion thereof, may be identical with the holder
21 described above. To provide the hinge portion for
the cover holder 28 there is provided an arcuate exten-
sion 49 having a diameter smaller than the diameter of
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the loop portions 454 and concentrically arranged there-
with. The cover holder 48 is suitably secured to the
extension 49 as by welding or the like, thus provid-
ing relatively rotating hinge portions 45a¢ and 49. To
hold the cover 48 in the open position, the portion 49
thereof is rotated in a counterclockwise direction, as
viewed in FIG. 7, relative to the loop portion 45z un-
til one edge 5¢ of portion 49 abuts with the ends 51
of the bifurcations defining the loops 45a. Thus, the
cover holder 48 is readily held in the upper or locked
open position holding the garbage can cover 25 com-
pletely free of the can 26 to permit emptying of the
latter., When it is desired to close the cover, a slight
upward lift on the holder 48 releases the abutting edges
50 and 51 and permits the cover holder 48 to be moved
to the position of FIGS. 6 and 7 and consequently the
cover 25 to close the can 26 without any interference
whatever.

In FIGS. 9, 10 and 11 of the drawings, there is il-
lustrated still another modification, which, like FIGS. 6,
7 and 8, merely resides in the hinge connection between
the cover holder and the combined garbage can hook
and hinge member. As illustrated in FIGS. 9, 10 and 11,
there is provided a combined hook and hinge member
55, only the upper end of which is shown, the lower
hook portion being identical with that shown in FIGS.
1 and 2 of the drawings. This member 55 is preferably
formed of metal strap and the upper end thereof is pro-
vided with an elongated notch 56. Further, the upper
end of the member 55 is bent to provide a first hori-
zontal portion 55a, a vertical portion 55 and a sec-
ond horizontal portion 55¢ connected in a sort of Z-
shaped configuration, with the elongated notch 56
extending into all three portions as clearly indicated in
FIGS. 16 and 11 of the drawings. The cover holder,
designated at 58, preferably comprises a similar metal
strap member connected to a rod-like holder (not shown)
which may be identical to the holder 21 described above.
The member 58 is provided adjacent the hinge end thereof
with a pair of diametrically opposed notches 59 so as
to define a T-shaped end 58az. This T-shaped end of
the cover holder 58 may readily be hingedly related to
the bracket 55 by rotating the former through an angle
of 90 degrees so that the T-shaped end 58a may be
inserted edgewise into the elongated notch 56, after which
the holder 58 is rotated back to the position shown in
the drawings. Thus, the parts may be readily assembled
and disassembled. In the closed cover position, the
cover holder 58 may rest against the horizontal portion
of the bracket 55. When it is desired to open the cover,
the holder 53 is moved in pivotal relationship with re-
spect to the portion 55 and is held in the locked open
position by an angle member 6§ suitably welded or oth-
erwise secured to the bracket 55, as clearly shown in
FIGS. 9, 10 and 11 of the drawings. Also as in the
preceding embodiment, it is merely necessary to lift the
holder 58 slightly so the T-shaped end 584 clears the
angle member 68 and the cover 25 of garbage can 26
may be closed as if no cover holder were present. More-
over, in the position shown in FIG. 11, the cover holder
58 will hold the garbage can cover in the locked open
position whereby there is no interference with respect
to emptying the can or placing garbage therein.

In FIGS. 12, 13 and 14 there is illustrated still an-
other modification of the invention comprising the com-
bined garbage can hook and hinge member 64 and the
cover holder 58, the reference numeral 58 being em-
ployed to indicate that the cover holder may be identi-
cal with that of FIGS. 9, 10 and 11, designated by the
same reference numeral. The bracket 64, as in FIGS.
6, 7 and 8 of the drawings, is bifurcated, as indicated
at 65, and the bifurcations are deformed into loops desig-
nated at 64a. However, the ends of the bifurcations,
designated as 65, are spaced from the main body of
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the bracket 64 to define the space 67 therebetween.
As in FIGS. 9, 10 and 11, the parts may be readily as-
sembled and disassembled. The holder 58 may be ini-
tially hingedly related to the bracket 64 by placing the
holder 58 in face to face engagement with the main
body portion 64 below the loop portion 64a (as shown
in dashed lines in FIG. 13) and then sliding the T-shaped
portion 584 into the recess 67 until the notches 59 per-
mit the bifurcations 64a to be received therein. The
space 67 in the locked open position of cover holder
58 receives the end 58a of the holder, as clearly shown
in FIG. 14 of the drawings. As in the preceding em-
bodiments, merely lifting upwardly on the holder 58
frees it to permit replacement of the cover 24 on gar-
bage can 26 as if the cover holder were not present.

In FIGS. 15 and 16 of the drawings there is illus-
trated another modification of the present invention in
which the cover holder is also selectively held in the
locked open position or moved to a position where the
cover may be replaced on the garbage can without inter-
ference. As illustrated, there is provided a cover holder
78, only the hinge portion of which is shown in FIGS.
15 and 16, but the remainder thereof may be identical
with the holder 21 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings. The holder 7¢ has the hinge end thereof deformed
somewhat as in the modification of FIG. 1 and there
is provided a pivot portion 78a disposed at right angles
to the main portion of the holder 78 and a locking por-
tion 76b parallel with the main portion and perpendicu-
lar to the portion 76a. This holder is pivotally supported
by a U-shaped member 72 having a bight portion 72«
adapted to be secured to a suitable support such as 31
by screws or fastening means 73. The U-shaped sup-
port 72 includes leg portions 725 and 72¢ projecting out-
wardly from the bight portion 724. The leg portions 72b
and 72c¢ are provided with aligned openings for pivotally
supporting the pivot portion 78a of the cover holder 76.
For the purpose of holding the cover holder 7¢ in the
locked open position shown in FIGS. 15 and 16, there
is provided a projection 724 integral with the leg 72¢
and laterally extending from the end thereof mnot con-
nected to bight portion 724. The upper edge of pro-
jection 724 is adapted to hold the portion 78b of the
cover holder 7¢ in the locked open position thereof.
When it is desired to replace the cover on the garbage
can, which cover is held by the holder 78, then one
merely need move the holder 78 to the left, as viewed
in FIG. 16 of the drawings, sliding the pivot portion
70a along its pivotal axis in the aligned openings in
legs 72b and 72¢, with the result that the portion 785
is moved free of the projection 72d to permit pivotal
movement about the pivot axis. If desired, the lower
edge of projection 724 may also be utilized to hold
the portion 765 and hence the holder 78 in a position
maintaining the garbage can cover on the garbage can.
This can be accomplished by moving the portion 70a of
the cover holder 76 along its longitudinal axis so that
locking portion 78a moves below projection 72d4. It
will be understood that the support 72 can readily be
formed from a piece of strap material.

In order to provide a hook and support for the garbage
can itself, there is provided the bracket 75, preferably
formed of strap iron and having the upper end deformed
to define the hook 75a for supporting the bail or handle
of a garbage can such as 26 or 40 described above. The
lower end of bracket 75 is provided with a horizontal ex-
tension 75b to which is welded or otherwise secured an
arcuate segment 76 which may have the configuration of
the arcuate segment 37. As illustrated, the arcuate seg-
ment 76 is formed of a tube or a rod in the shape of a
circular segment conforming to the circumierence of a
garbage can. The bracket 75 will be secured to the same
support 31 as by screws 77.

In view of the detailed description set forth above, the
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operation -of the hold-down device of FIGS. 15 and 16
will readily be understocd by those skilied in the art.

In FIGS. 17 and 18 of the drawings there is illustrated
a hold-down device differing somewhat from those de-
scribed heretofore. This hold-down device comprises a
bracket 80 quite similar to the bracket 75 described above,
having a hook 80« at the upper end thereof, and a hori-
zontally projecting portion 80b at the lower end. Suitable
openings 81 are provided in this bracket for securing the
same to a suitable support by fastening means not shown.
Welded or otherwise suitably secured to the portion 80b
of bracket 80 is a garbage can supporting member 82 in
the shape of an arcuate segment which may be identical
with the element 76 illustrated in FIGS. 15 and 16. The
handle or bail of the garbage can will be supported by the
upper hook 804, and of course the element 82 will support
the lower end of the can either as indicated in FIG. 1 or
in FIG. 5 of the drawings.

A cover holder 84 is provided, which is preferably
formed of rodlike material having a loop 84a integrally
formed at one end which may be very similar to the loop
2%c on the holder 21. The other end of holder 84 com-
prises an elongated depending extension 84b which is jour-
nalled in a plurality of aligned openings 85 in the bracket
80 to provide a hinged support for the cover 84, the lower-
most of these openings 85 being in the portion 86b, and
the uppermost of these openings being in a horizontal por-
tion 80c¢ interconnecting the hook 88a to the main body
portion of bracket 89.

For a purpose which will become apparent from the
ensuing description, the lower end of the depending por-
tion 845 of cover holder 84 is provided with a lateral
projection 84c which is disposed substantially at right
angles to the portion of cover holder 84 having the end
84a defined thereon. In the position shown in FIGS. 17
and 18 of the drawings, the portion 84b of cover holder
84 may be moved vertically in the aligned openings 85.
In other words, axial movement of the portion 845 is
permitted. Thus, when it is desired to close the cover on
the garbage can, the user merely drops the cover and
holder 84 drops down with it, the portion 84b moving
axially in the aligned openings 85. For the purpose of
holding the cover in an out of the way position permitting
emptying of the can, there is provided an L-shaped sup-
port 88 having one end welded or otherwise secured to the
underside of the portion 865 of bracket 89. The arm 88«
then acts as a stop for lateral projection 84c and conse-
quently holder 84. When the cover holder 84 is rotated
about the longitudinal axis of portion 84b, the portion 84c
moves to the dashed line position shown in FIG. 17 above
the support 88, and in this position the cover holder 84
can move downwardly only slightly until portion 84c en-
gages the arm 88a of L -shaped support §8. Furthermore,
in this position of the cover holder 84 it is rotated through
an angle of the order of ninety degrees and is completely
out of the way and cannot interfere with emptying the
garbage can.

From the above description it will be apparent that there
have been provided a plurality of arrangements which are
simple and inexpensive to manufacture, and which will
eliminate the problem of having prowling animals or the
like upsetting garbage cans and spilling the contents there-
of. Moreover, all of the arrangements except the arrange-
ment of FIGS. 17 and 18 may be shipped in a very small
and compact package.

Although the present invention has been referred to as
applicable to garbage cans it can equally well be used to
support waste cans in industrial plants or the like as well
as feed cans on farms and the like Consequently, it is
intended in the appended claims to cover all uses of the
invention whether limited to garbage cans or not.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the
present invention is not limited to the particular construc-
tion shown, but that other changes and modifications may
be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
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the present invention, and it is aimed in the appended
claims to cover all such changes and modifications.

What is claimed as new and desired to be sccured by
Letters Patent of the United States is:

1. A can and cover holder for garbage cans and the
like comprising a sheet metal strap having a hock portion
for engaging a handle member on said can formed at one
end thereof, a hinge portion formed on the other end of
said strap, and a movable cover holder member provided
with a cover holder portion for engaging the handle of a
can cover and additionally provided with a hinge portion
operatively associated with the first mentioned hinge por-
tion, said hinge portions having cooperating means for
locking said cover holder member when said member is
pivoted upwardly to an open position, said cooperating
means releasing said cover upon the mere raising of said
cover holder member relative to the first-mentioned hinge
portion.

2. A can and cover holder for garbage cans and the
like comprising support means, a hook portion secured to
said support means adapted to engage a handle member
on said can, a hinge portion comprising a sheet metal strap
bent to form a loop secured to said support means, and a
movable cover holder member provided with a hinge por-
tion operatively associated with said loop portion and pro-
vided with a cover holder portion adapted to engage the
handle of a can cover, said movable cover member being
movable between a cover hold-down position and a locked
open position.

3. A can and cover holder for garbage cans and the
like as set forth in claim 1 including means for rigidly sup-
porting the lower end of a can.

4. A can and cover holder as set forth in c¢laim 2 in-
cluding a can supporting bracket means for engaging the
lower end of said can comprising an arcuate segment
spaced from an intermediate angularly disposed portion
to form a recess therebetween adapted selectively to re-
ceive a depending bottom annular rim of a can in said
recess and to receive the side wall of a can against said
arcuate segment, said can supporting bracket being secured
to said support.

5. A can and cover holder as set forth in claim 2
wherein said hook portion is adapted selectively to en-
gage a bail on a can connected to the can at diametrically
opposed points and additionally adapted selectively to en-
gage one of a pair of diametrically opposed loop-shaped
handles of a can.

6. A can and cover holder for garbage cans and the
like comprising a combined can hook and hinge member
formed of sheet metal and provided at its lower end with
a hook portion adapted selectively to engage the bail of a
can and selectively to engage one of a pair of handles of
a can, and including an elongated curved loop at its upper
end defining a loop portion which extends angularly up-
wardly, and a movable cover holder of rodlike material
provided with a rectangular hinge loop inserted in said
loop portion of said can hook and hinge member to form
a hinge, said cover holder additionally including a cover
holder end formed into a spring loop for releasably en-
gaging the handle of a can lid and provided with a portion
thereof overlying another portion thereof, the inherent
resilience of the material of the cover holder being suffi-
cient to maintain the spring loop thereof closed while
providing for the loop to be readily opened for the inser-
tion of the cover handle, said rectangular hinge loop
hingedly relating said cover supporting arm to said can
hook and hinge member for providing movement of said
arm to a cover hold-down position and to a locked open
position with the portion of the rectangular loop hinge
close to the cover holder end being disposed within the
loop defining portion of said can hook and hinge member.

7. A can and cover holder as set forth in claim 1
wherein the hinge portion of said strap is bifurcated with
the portions thereof defining the bifurcations being formed
into spaced circular loops, and wherein said movable
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cover holder member is provided with an arcuate exten-
sion having a diameter smaller than the diameter of the
loop portions and concentrically arranged therewith so
that said movable cover holder member is rotatable until
one edge thereof abuts an edge of the bifurcations defin-
ing said loop to lock said cover holder member in an open
position.

8. A can and cover holder for garbage cans as set forth
in claim 1 wherein said hinge portion of said strap has
first and second horizontal portions interconnected by a
vertical portion in a Z-shaped configuration with an elon-
gated notch extending into all three of said portions, and
additionally provided with an extending member below
said hinge portion, and wherein said cover holder member
is provided adjacent the hinge end thereof with a pair of
diametrically opposed notches defining a T-shaped end
hingedly related to said can hook and hinge member
through said elongated notch and movable into a cover
open position wherein said T-shaped edge engages the

10

end of said extending member to lock said can cover in
the open position.

9. A can and cover holder as set forth in claim 1
wherein the hinge portion of said strap is bifurcated with
the bifurcations deformed into loops, the ends of which
are spaced from the main body of said member to define
a space therebetween, and wherein said cover holder
member is hingedly related to said loops by a T-shaped
portion thereof slidable into said space to lock said cover

10 holder into a cover open position.
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