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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claim: 1

A system for simultaneously removing portions of proximate
endplates of adjacent vertebral bodies, the system
comprising:

a guide member defining an extended opening extending
therein, the guide member being configured to fit in a disc
space;

a bit member positioned within the opening of the guide
member, the bit member including a superior cutting portion
for cutting the end plate of a superior vertebral body, and
an inferior cutting portion for cutting the end plate of an
inferior vertebral body;

a rotatable element operatively connected to the bit member
to impart rotational movement to the superior and inferior
cutting portions, and operatively connected to the guide
member for moving the bit member along at least a portion of
the extended opening.

(problem: reducing the time needed for cutting pathes in two
adjacent vertebrae)

2. claims: 2-18

An instrument for cutting a path in bone, comprising a
non-linear guide member defining a non-linear opening
extending therein, and a bit member positioned within the
opening of the guide member, the bit member being adapted to
move within the opening of the guide member to cut a path
in bone.

(problem: cutting a well defined non-1inear path into bone)
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