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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, VERRENICE MUNGER
and CuapEL S. CARTER, both residents of the
city of Ansonia, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in In-
dex-Tabs, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to index tabs and |

its object is to provide a device of this char-
acter which can be used on card indexes,
book indexes and folders for vertical filing
systems, also as an indicator, signal or
marker on the edges of cards or sheets of
paper, or on a plurality of the same and for
such other uses as may suggest themselves.

With these objects in view the invention
consists of a clip or clamping portion hav-
ing mounted .thereon a holder for carrying
a label, signal, marker or like device.

The essential features of the invention are
embodied in the devices set forth in the fol-
lowing description and accompanying.draw-
ings in which like reference characters refer
to corresponding parts.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a front view
of the tab in position on the edge of a card;
Fig. 2, a rear view; Fig. 3, a side view re-
moved from the card; %‘ig. 4, a transverse
section looking upward, taken on line z—a
in Fig. 1; Fig. 5, a transverse section look-
ing upward, taken on line y—g in Fig. 1;
Fig. 6, a front view of a modification; Fig.
7, a rear view of the modification shown in
Fig. 6 the label being detached; Fig. 8, a
longitudinal section taken on line z—= in
Fig. 6; Figs. 9 and 10, front and rear viewa
of a further modification; Fig. 11, a side
view of the modification shown in Figs. 9
and 10, and Fig. 12, a longitudinal section
taken on line z—a in Fig. 9. '

Referring to Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive the tab
comprises the clip or clamping portion A,
the holder B and the label C. The clip or
clamping portion A comprises the down-
wardly bent front plate a, the back plate b
and -tfl’e tongues ¢, d, which latter are slit
and bent inwardly from the front and back
plates a and b respectively but are disposed
longitudinally of the cli? and spaced later-
ally of each other. The front plate a is bent
in such a manner as to form a space or
pocket at the top of the clip between the
front and back plates @ and & which space is
contracted as it approaches the mouth of the

clip where the front and back plates are
held together by the resiliency of the metal
forming a pair of transversely disposed
gripping lips ¢ and f. Formed integrally
with the back plate b at the top of the clip
are the arms g, ¢ of the holder B, which
arms are formed with downwardly folded
upper and upwardly folded lower extensions
h, h and i, ¢ respectively between which and
the arms ¢, g are confined the side edges of
the label C, the lower edge of which latter
rests on the bend forming the top of the clip
A. The lip ¢ at the lower extremity of the
front plate a is flared slightly outwardly to
more readily receive the edge of the leaf or
card D. To attach the tab to the leaf or
card D the flaring mouth formed between
the lips ¢ and £ is placed over the edge of the
card and the tab forced downwardly until
the edge of the card strikes against the in-
side of the bend at the top of the clip. The
tab thus mounted on the card is securely
held in place firstly by surface grip between
the lips ¢ and £ at the mouth of the clip, sec-
ondly by the twist between the offset spring
tongues ¢ and d intermediate the two ends
of the clip as shown in Fig. 4, and thirdly
by the Weggin action between the side edges
of the front plate ¢ and the upwardly fold-
ed arms %, ¢ at the top of the clip as shown in
Fig. 5. Tt will appear from Figs. 8,4 and 5
that these longitudinally disposed adjacent
side edges, that is the side edges of the front
plate @ and the adjacent side edges of the
legs 4, 7 are offset from one another so that
they lie in different planes, and thereby
effect a gripping or pinching action on the
leaf or card C when this latter is forced be-
tween them. The tab is thus held in place
on the card D by three different sets of ele-
ments disposed longitudinally within the
clip in a manner which prevents lateral or
cornerwise displacement but permits the
same to be withdrawn longitudinally when
sufficient pull is exerted. %y this arrange-
ment the tab is not liable to be accidentally

‘kmocked off the edge of the card a 'defect

common in this class of devices. It will be
observed that since the clin and holder are
made in one piece that the only assembling
operation is the swaging down of the arms
h, k and i, ¢ to confine and protect the side
edges of the label.

Referring to Figs. 6, 7 and 8 the clip or
clamping portion A’ is provided with three
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tongues and the holder B” permits the label
C’ te be detached and interchanged. Inthis
modification the front and back plates Z
and I are tapered toward the mouth of the
clip and are provided with two inwardly
bent spring tongues mn, m slit from the front
plate 2 and an intermediate inwardly bent
spring tongue « slit from the back plate 7,
which arrangement canses a double twist in
the card instead of a single twist of the two
tongues in the preceding figures. The car-
rier B’ comprises the upwardly projecting
rear arms o, o and the upwardly folded front
arms p, p whi¢h latter are bent and flared
at their upper extremities in a similar man-
ner to the front plate % of the clip portion
forming together with the rear arms o, o a
pair of spring lips for clasping the side
edges.of the label C’. These arms o, ¢ and
?, p have their inner side edges cut away so
as to expose as much of the label as possible
but to preserve a maximum width at their
lower extremities thereby giving strength
and stiffness to the bends ¢, ¢. The label
C’ is cut away at its lower edge so that its
middle portion » rests on the top of the clip
A’ and the side edges s, ¢ fit into the pockets
formed by the bends ¢, ¢g. The top of the
label may be reinforced by a metal edge ¢.
This modification is designed particularly
for wide labels which it is desired to inter-
change. It should be noticed that in. this
modification the inside edge of each arm »
is spaced laterally from the adjacent side
edge of the front plate 2 Consequently
there is no pinching action between these
edges. There is a twisting action, however,
due to the side edges of the front plate

pressing the card downwardly between the
edges of the arms p, p which gives the card

a circuitous path through the tab even
though the tongues were not present. It will
be observed from Fig. 2 that the tongues
act on the card considerably below the top
of the clip.

Referring to the modifications shown in
Iigs. 9 to 12 inclusive the carrier B2 which
is designed for a particular long label is
provided with a pair of clips A2, Az, which
latter are the same as that shown in Figs.
1, 2 and 3 except they are respectively pro-
vided with single tongues u, » instead of a
pair, which are slit and bent inwardly from
the front plates a’, a" respectively. Theback
plates &7, " are connected by tie base bar v
of the carrier B? having the upwardly pro-
jecting retaining lugs w%, w. The back and
front side arms x, @ and vy, v project up-
wardly from the outside edges of the back
plates 7, 8" in the same manner as in Figs.
1, 2 and 3 except that the folded down top
members are made in the form of a single

Hange z extending entirely across to top of

1,028,219

the carrier B2, The carrier thus constructed

.forms a window for holding the label C?

the side edges of which latter are confined
between the back and front arms z, # and

y ¥, the top edge in the flange 2z and the
gott,om edge behind the lugs or projections
w, w as shown in Figs, 11 and 12,

The label, which may be inade out of any
suitable material such as paper, celluloid,
metal or the like, is printed, colored or
otherwise finished according to the manner
and purpose for which the tab is utilized.

It is obvious that the various forms of
clips and carriers above shown may be in-
terchanged in the several styles and that the
invention is susceptible to such further
modification as may fairly come within the
scope of the apé)ended claims.

Having now described our invention what
we claim and desire to protect by Letters
Patent is: '

1. An index tab comprising a downwardly
opening sheet metal spring clip having front
and back plates, and a label holder having
front and back sheet metal legs projecting
upwardly on each side of the clip, and a
label mounted on top of said clip and hav-
ing its side edges respectively confined be-
tween said front and back legs, the said
front plate and the said front legs being pro-
vided with longitudinally disposed adjacent
codperating edges arranged to pinch a leaf.

2. In an index tab a downwardly open-
ing sheet metal spring clip having front and
back plates, the latter being provided with
an upwardly projecting spring tongue slit
and bent inwardly from the face portion
thereof, and a label holder having front and
back sheet metal legs projecting upwardly
on each side of the clip, the said front plate
and front legs being provided with longi-
tudinally disposed adjacent coGperating
edges arranged to pinch a leaf and to co-
operate with sald tongue to twist said leaf
within the clip.

3. An index tab comprising a downwardly
opening sheet metal spring clip having front
and back plates, and a label holder having
front and back sheet metal legs projecting
upwardly on each side of the clip, and a
label mounted on top of said clip and hav-
ing its side edges respectively confined be-
tween said front and back legs, the said
front plate and the said front legs being
provided with longitudinally disposed ad-
ja(I:enit: coiperating edges arranged to twist
a leaf.

VERRENICE MUNGER.
CHAPEL S. CARTER.

Witnesses:
ApoLpH Seiro,

Warrer A. HoLpEN.
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