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This invention pertains to display essels 
for posters and the like. Posters are typical 
y tin, flexible sheets with a metal binding 
strip at two opposite ends, the top and the 
bottom, the sides unbound so that the poster 
E. be rolled for enclosing in a nailing 
tube. 
Many supports have been devised for hold 

ing such posters in extended approximately 
upright position for display, but the requi 
sites of combined efficiency, simplicity, 
cheapness, lightness and adaptability for 
mailing with the poster have not always been 
considered and have seldom been attained. 
By my invention a novel easel is presented 

which represents an embodiment of struc 
tural features best calculated to attain a com 
bination of all these desirable attributes. 

In order that the invention may be readily 
understood in all its parts and its manner of 
application in use with a poster, a preferred 
embodiment is illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing and hereafter descriptively 
set forth; it being understood that departure 
from details given by way of example may 
well be had within the spirit of the invention 
as defined by the subjoined claims. 

In the drawing, 
Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4 illustrate the poster and 

easelin connection with successive assen 
bling steps; 

Figs. 5 and 6 respectively show the stretch 
ing and bracing elements in the flat prior to 
assembly; 

Figs. 7 and 8 are respectively fragmental 
views on a larger scale showing the manner. 
of folding the easel elements; and 

Fig. 9 is a view illustrating the adaptation 
of the poster and easel to a mailing tube. 
Having reference to the embodiment illus 

trated in the drawing, the reference numeral 
1i designates a poster equipped at the upper 
and lower ends E. metallic binding strips 12. 
A stretcher element designated at 13 com 
rises a fat strip of material, such as card 
E. or the like, having a degree of flexi 
bility sufficient to permit it to be bowed slight 
ly as indicated in Fig. 1 for stretching the 
poster sheet by inserting terminal tongues 13a. 
beneath the folds of the binding strips, after 

nally extending parallel space 

which the stretcher element 3 is straightened 
as indicated in Fig. 2, whereby the poster 
sheet is stretched lengthwise. 
The stretcher strip 13 is longitudinally 

scored as indicated at 13b in Fig.2 to facili- 55 
tate the folding of the same along longitudi 

lines, the space separating which lines may correspond 
to the width of the tongues 13a. The longi 
tudinal folding results in imparting to the 00 
stretcher strip 13 a channel cross section as in 
dicated in Fig. 3 which very substantially in 
creases the stiffness of the member 3 as will 
be readily appreciated. 

It will be 
ber is also provided (Figs, 1, 2 and 5) with 
slots 13c intermediate its length which ex 
tend from adjacent the scored lines to the two 
sides obliquely downward with reference to 
the strip axis and on diverging lines; also 
that when the stretcher strip is folded into 
channel or t-section (Figs. 3 and 7) these 
slots become parallel, lying in a common plane 
oblique to the plane of the poster and the axis 
of the strip. 
The bracing element 14 (Figs. 6 and 8) is 

provided with an upper terminal tongue 14t. 
and is longitudinally scored along a median 
line as indicated at 145. The tongue 14a is 

served that the stretcher men- 65 

G 

separated by vertically extending notches 14e 60 
from flanking shoulders 14d. The brace strip 
14 is foldable along the scored line 145 into 
channel or V-section (Figs. 4 and 8) whereby 
there is imparted to it a substantial degree of 5 
stiffness. 
The stretcher member 13 having been 

slightly bowed and engaged with the upper 
and lower ends of the poster sheet (Fig.1), 
straightened (Fig. 2) and longitudinally 
folded into channel section (Fig. 3), and the 
brace strip having been folded along the 
line 14b (Fig. 8), the notches 14c of the 
brace are engaged with the notches 136 of the 
stretcher (Fig. 4), whereby the brace is in 
terlocked with the stretcher in supporting 
relation as shown in Fig. 4, each of the mem 
bers 13 and 14 cooperating by their inter 
locked relationship to prevent the unfolding 
of either member. Thus the stretched poster 
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is supported in a slightly inclined but ap 
proximately vertical position. 
Where the length of the poster is not ma 

terially greater than its width, the disassen 
bled stretcher and brace may advantageously 
be rolled inside the poster and slipped into a 
mailing tube 15 as indicated in Fig. 9, the 
easel elements being but slightly folded along 
their longitudinal scored lines to conform in 
a measure to the cylindrical space within 
the rolled poster. However, the stretcher 
strip may be transversely scored intermediate 
its length as indicated at 13d (Figs. 2 and 5) 
which will enable the flat stretcher strip 13 
to be folded for mailing in a shorter mailing 
tube than would otherwise be required where 
the length of the poster materially exceeds 
its width. This weakened line 13d will ob 
viously not impair the stiffness of the stretch 
er strip when in use in its channel form as 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4. 

I claim: 
1. An easel for flexible posters comprising 

a stretcher member and a brace member, the 
former flexible, when flat and folded longi 
tudinally into channel section, the ends of the 
stretcher engaged with the top and bottom of 
the poster and one end of the brace engaged 
with angularly disposed walls of the stretch 
er intermediate its length to maintain the 
channel section of the stretcher and to sup 
port the stretched poster. 

2. An easel for flexible posters comprising 
a flat stretcher strip and a flat bace strip, 
the stretcher adapted to engage at its two 
ends the top and bottom of the poster and to 
be thereafter folded longitudinally into chan 
nel section, the brace adapted to be folded 
longitudinally into channel section and to en 
gage and interlock at one end with the medial 
portion of the folded stretcher, whereby when 
the poster and stretcher and brace are as 
sembled the elements are interlocked to main 
tain the stretched condition of the poster and 
the folded condition of the stretcher and 
brace. 

3. An easel for flexible marginally-bound 
posters comprising a flat stretcher strip and 
a flat bace strip, the stretcher adapted to be 
bowed and to engage at its two ends beneath 
the binding at the top and bottom of the 
poster and to be thereafter folded longitudi 
nally into U-section, the brace adapted to be 
folded longitudinally into V-section and to 
engage and interlock at one end with the 
medial portion of the folded stretcher, where 
by when the poster and stretcher and brace 
are assembled the elements are interlocked to 
maintain the stretched condition of the poster 
and the folded condition of the stretcher and 
brace. 

4. In a postereasel a stretcher member com 
prising a flat strip of flexible characteristics 
having a length corresponding to that of the 
poster and having ends for engagement with 
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the top and bottom of the same, said strip foldable along longitudinally spaced lines 
into channel section to stiffen the same, and a 
shorter brace member comprising a flat strip 
of like characteristics and foldable along a 
median line into channel section to stiffen the 
same and having an end adapted when so fold 
ed to interlock with the folded stretcher 
member intermediate the ends of the latter, 
whereby the sectional shape of said members, 
and their resultant stiffness is maintained. 

5. In a poster easel a stretcher member 
comprising a flat strip of flexible material 
having a length corresponding to that of the 
poster and having ends for engagement with 
the top and bottom of the same, said strip foldable along longitudinally substantially 
parallel spaced lines into U-section to stiffen 
the same, and a shorter brace member com 
prising a flat strip of like characteristics and 
foldable along a median line into V-section to 
stiffen the same and having an end adapted 
when so folded to interlock with the folded 
stretcher member intermediate the ends of 
the latter, whereby the sectional shape of said 
members and their resultant stiffness is 
maintained. 

6. A display easel for posters and the like 
comprising a flat strip of flexible material 
having a length substantially the same as the 
over-all poster height with its ends adapted 
to engage the top and bottom of the poster, 
said strip longitudinally scored along paral 
lel spaced lines to facilitate folding into chan 
nel section and having intermediate its ends 
slots extending from adjacent the scored lines 
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to the two sides obliquely downward with ref. 
erence to the strip axis, and a brace strip of 
flexible material longitudinally scored along 
its axis and provided with spaced slots ad 
jacent one end and extending to the end par 
allel to the strip axis, the brace adapted to be 
folded into channel section and to have its 
slots inter-engaged with the slots of the chan 
nel stretcher. 

7. A display easel for posters and the like 
having top and bottom binding strips, com 
prising a flat stretcher strip of flexible ma 
terial having a length slightly greater than 
the length of the poster between binding 
strips and having terminal tongues adapted 
when bowed to seat within spaces beneath 
the binding, said stretcher strip scored lon 
gitudinally along parallel spaced lines to 
facilitate folding into U-section after the 
tongues are seated beneath the binding, said 
stretcher strip also provided intermediate its 
length with slots extending from adjacent 
the scored lines to the two sides on downward 
ly diverging oblique lines, and a brace strip 
of similar material longitudinally scored 
along its axis and provided with spaced par 
allel slots adjacent and extending to one end, 
the brace adapted to be folded along its axis 
into V-section and to have its slots engaged 
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with the slots of the stretcher, whereby the 
sectional shape of the stretcher and brace 
and their resultant stiffness is maintained. 

8. A display easel for posters and the like 
comprising a flat strip of flexible material 
having a length substantially the same as the 
over-all poster height with its ends adapted 
to engage the top and bottom of the poster, said strip longitudinally scored along paral 
lel spaced lines to facilitate folding into 
channel section and having intermediate its 
ends slots extending from adjacent the scored 
lines to the two sides obliquely downward 
with reference to the strip axis, and a brace 
strip of flexible material longitudinally scored 
along its axis and provided with spaced slots 
adjacent one end and extending to the end 
parallel to the strip axis, the brace adapted 
to be folded into channel section and to have 
its slots inter-engaged with the slots of the 
channel stretcher, said stretcher transversely 
scored intermediate its length to facilitate 
folding when flat for inclusion with the pos 
ter and brace in a mailing tube. 

9. A stretching and supporting easel for 
flexible posters, comprising a stretcher strip 
of flat bendable material and a brace strip of 
similar characteristics, the stretcher adapted 
to be bowed and to have its ends engaged with 
the upper and lower ends of the poster and to 
be straightened to effect stretching of the 
poster, and thereafter to be folded longitudi 
nally into channel section to stiffen the same, 
the brace strip engaged at one end with the 
stretcher whereby to maintain the stretcher 
in channel section and to support the same 
with the poster in approximately upright po 
sition. 

10. A stretching and supporting easel for 
flexible posters having top and bottom bind 
ing, comprising a stretcher strip of flat bend 
able material and a brace strip of similar 
characteristics, the stretcher adapted to be 
bowed and to have its ends engaged with the 
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upper and lower ends of the poster beneath 
the binding and to be straightened to effect 
stretching of the poster, and thereafter to be 
folded longitudinally into channel section to 
stiffen the same, the brace strip likewise 
adapted to be folded longitudinally into 
channel section to stiffen the same and en 
gaged at one end with the stretcher whereby 
to maintain the stretcher in channel section 
and to support the same with the poster in ap proximately upright position. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub 
scribed my name. - 

EARL H. GLENDE. 



CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION. 
Patent No. 1,863,594. June 21, 1932. 

EARL H. GLENDE. 

It is hereby certified that error appears in the above numbered patent 
requiring correction as follows: In the grant, line 4 of the testimonal 
clause, for "fourteenth day of June" read twenty-first day of June; and 
that the said. Letters Patent should be read with this. correction therein 
that the same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office. 

Signed and sealed this llth day of February, A. D. 1936. 

Leslie Frazer 
(Seal) Acting Commissioner of Patents. 


