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To all whom it may concern.: :

Be it known that I, Rarem L. Bair, a
citizen of the United States, residing - at
South Berwick, in the county of York and
State of Maine, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fire-Escapes;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled

in the art to which it appertains to make and -

use the same.

This invention relates to a fire escape, and
more particularly to a device of this charac-
ter embodying a belt adapted to be attached
to the body of the user and carrying a device
operatively engaged over a rope or a cable

_ whereby the movement of the device down-
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wardly on the rope or cable may be easily
controlled.

The invention has for its object to pro-
vide a device of this character of improved
and simplified construction which may be
conveniently carried about from place to
place by the user.

Another object is the provision of simple
and reliably efficient means for retarding the
movement of the device on a cable.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of the novel construction,
arrangement and formation of parts as will
be hereinafter specifically described, claimed
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, in which:

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
the complete fire escape. Fig. 2 represents
an enlarged detail sectional view of the
means for retarding the movement of the
device on a cable. Fig. 8 represents a sim-
ilar view taken at right angles to Fig. 2, and
Fig. 4 represents a transverse sectional view
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawing in detail,
wherein similar reference numerals indicate
corresponding parts throughout the several
views, the numeral 5 indicates generally the
side members of a frame structure including
a plurality of transversely arranged and
spaced pins or bolts 6 securing the side or
longitudinal members 5 in spaced relation.
The lower extremities of the side members
5 are reduced in width as indicated at 7 to
provide an adequate hand hold, whereby
said lower extremities may be drawn to-
gether for a purpose which will hereinafter
appear.

Slots 8 are formed transversely in the

lower extremities of the side members 5 be-
low the hand holds 7 and are connected with
straps 9 of leather or other suitable material

having their opposite extremities looped, as

indicated at 10, to receive a belt 11 provided
at one end with a buckle 12 and at the oppo-
site end with a plurality of eyes 13 whereby
the belt may be secured to the body of the
user.

The outer member 14 of the rope or cable-
gripping device is secured to the inner face
of the lower extremity of one of the side
members 5 and projects inwardly toward the
other side member. The outer member 14 is
preferably of cylindrical formation and is

" provided with a concentric recess 15 receiv-

ing the cylindrical member 16 carried by the
outer side member 5. The outer member 14
is provided in the wall of the recess 5 adja-
cent the inner end of the latter with open-
ings 17 alined longitudinally of the frame
structure and receiving the rope or cable 18,
which latter, if desired, may be provided at
one end with a hook or similar device adapt-
ed to be secured to a stationary object when
the device is brought into use. The end of
the inner member 16 is formed with g V-
shaped notch 20 in which is engaged the rope
or cable 18, whereby when the side members
5 of the frame are brought together by
grasping the hand hold 7 thereof the inner
member 16 moves inwardly within the outer
member 14 firmly wedging the cable or rope
18 within the recess or notch 20 and thus re-
tarding the movement of fire escape down-
wardly on said rope or cable. The move-
ment of the frame structure on the rope or
cable 18 is further retarded by the peculiar
arrangement of the latter around the several
pins or bolts 6 in the upper portion of said
frame. .

What T claim is: :

1. A fire escape comprising a frame struc-
ture Including spaced side members, bolts
connecting the upper portions of said side
members, a cable extending between said
side members and over said bolts, the lower
portions of said side members being reduced
in width to provide a hand hold, telescoping
members secured to the lower extremities of
said side members, one of said telescoping
members having an opening therethrough
receiving said cable, whereby when the other
telescoping member is moved inwardly the
cable is forcibly gripped, and means for at-
taching said frame to the body.
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2. A fire escape comprising a- frame struc-

_ ture ‘including spaced side members, bolts
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connecting the upper portions of said side
members, a.cable extending between said
side members and over said bolts, telescop-

ing members secured to the lower extremi- "
ties of said sidé members, the outer telescop- -

ing member having openings therethrough
receiving said cable, and the inner telescop-
ing:member having a recess therein receiv-

“Gopies of, this, patent may be obtained for

1,135,248

ing said cable, whereby when the telescoping
members ‘are moved immwardly the cable is
forcibly gripped.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

RALPH L. BALL.
‘Witnesses: .

Carrre H. RepDMAN,
Lors FreEmaN.

five cents each, by. addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
- Washington, D, C,” :



