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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN I. MINK, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia. 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Paper 
Clips, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to paper clips made 

from elastic wire, and has for its object to 
construct the clip in such manner that two 
opposite clamping incibers, each having 
considerable lateral diliensions, shall lie flat 
against the faces of the slheets of paper to 
which the cli) is applied, whether the bass 
of papers be thick or thin. In the accompanying drawings Figi'e 1 
is an edge view, Fig. 2 is a side view, and 
Fig. 3 is an end view of a clip forried ac 
cording to my invention. Fig. 4 is an end 
view of the clip applied to and initing a 
mass of papers. 
The clip is made fron elastic or spiring 

wire and is of it general style and foil in 
common use. It has two opposite clainping 
members 2 and 3, inited iy a central bend 
or loop 4, adapted to stratide the eige of a 
mass of papers, A, to which the clip lay be 
applied. The chaping it'llier 2 consists 
of two legs 5 and {3, initeil by a loo. 7, the 
leg 5 being a connecting leg l;etween the 
loops 4 and 7, and the leg (i being free it one 
end. The other clining it (') if 3 con 
sists of two legs is and 9 amited by a lot 1(), 
the leg 8 being : conjecting leg and 9 a. 
free leg. w 

I all well a waite that pape' ('lis having 
the features thus far desk"riel, it will 
the several arts theref. -the firee loos 
and the folir legs-lie in a cotti) ) lanc, 
are well known and in contion list'. A char'- 
acteristic of such well known for of clip 
is that the two opposite claining clabel's, 
when the clip is applied to a mass of papers, 
do not lic flat against and parallel with the 
opposite faces of the paper sleets, lut in 
stead the legs of the clainping members 
spring away, to a greater or less extent, fro)) 
the faces of the sheets against which they 
are supposed to bear, this being especially 
noticeable when the clip is applied to a mass 
of considerable thickness, and near the loops 
7 and 10. An incident to the use of the 
said common form of clip is that it becomes 
distorted in use, especially when applied to a 
thick mass of papers, the central straddling 

loop 4 becoming twisted in the act of ap 
plying it to the papers, with the restilt that 
a clip, after being once used, is of a liffei'et 
shape froin that it had originally, the clan 
ing member's being bent out of the onlition 
plane of the clip, but the two legs of eacl) 
clamping member being still subst:unitially 
parallel with each other. 

Another form of paper clip is late of a 
short cylindrical section of coiled wire, the 
convolutions of which lie close together and 
side by side. Considering such for of 
clip it may be assumed that a certain arc of 
the central convolution thereof, the upper 
for instance, (the clip being held opposite 
the eye so that vision call be through the 
opening ilclosed by the con volutions), lies in 
a plane (as it does, however, only approxi 
I sately) which, for poses of description 
I shall ter the central lane of the clip. 
The cony of itions on either side of this cen 
tral one are connected there to by loops, 
which at the opposite side of the clip -the 
lower sile--lie silist antially parallel to each 
other, at sole listance ap: 't, and inclined 
to the central lane of the cli). As the con 
votitions or '('ss, they being regular. each 
saccessive part is faither it to one side of 
the certial plane of the clip an each pre 
('eling : it, this holding good to the entis 
of the cli), whateve' in Ilber of 'on volu 
tions ('c' lay lic. 
'Tis til that : ve invent 'd lossesses 

sity (if the ?ihai: to Iristic's floti i e for Ins 
of clips that I have referre (). As stated, 
in g(ra ('oist 'it' to it is like the for 
first entiotel a 11 as all of the advantages 
tlereof with ( 'it any of its in desir:lle chair 
acteristics hit have been oil ited (lit. To 
secre the advantages incident to my inven 
tion I twist the wire of which the clip is 
formed, so that the loops, 7 and 10, cor 
responding in a greiei'al way with the lower 
loops of the spirally coiled clip last above 
referred to, not only lie substantially paral 
lel with each other lout are also close to 
gether; and so that the free legs of the 
clamping members, 6 and 9. instead of re 
ceding from the central plane of the clip 
the plane in which lies the central loop 4 
incline toward that plane, that is inwardly. 
In other words the clip, formed of a sort of 
elongated Ol' oblong convolution of wire, 
has the portions thereof that progress from 
the loop 4 to first recede from that plane and 
then approach that plane. Since it is 
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forued of convoluted wire, the coils of 
which are bent in an irregular manner, in 
this respect it differs from the second form 
of clip referred to, as well as from the first 
form, 
The clip is shaped so that the loops 7 and 10 

are in substantially parallel, though not 
coincident, planes, and are close together. 
The free legs of the two clamping member's 
incline inwardly from their connected to 
their free ends. The central loop 4 is pref 
erably so disposed that when the clip is ap 
plied to a mass of papei's it crosses the edge 
of the paper mass diagonally, as represented 
in Fig. 4, without necessitating (listortion 
and bending of the clip in the act of apply 
ing it, but a mere springing ol' yielding of 
its elastic parts. This disposition of the 
middle loop, produced by properly twisting 
the wire of which the clip is formed, while 
advantageous, is not essential to any inven 
tion, as some of the advantages incident 
the Feto are retained, even if the liddle, 
straddling loop of the clip as it is manu 
factured lies parallel with the loops 7 and 

{}. 
parts of the clip Juost easily deflected, and 
hence it is that when they incline inwardly 
as described they readily yield as the clii 
is appliei when in use, and come into ap 
proximate parallelisil with the legs to which 
they are united, by the loops and 10. 
When the middle loop 4 is twisted as shown, 
the legs 5 and 8 are inclined from their ends 
that are united with the loop 4 inwardly. 
with the result that they will lie closely 

The outer ends of the free legs are the 
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es. the oppositifaces of the sheets to which the clip is applied. The middle loop 
4 inclines in one direction, while the loops 
7 and 10 incline in different directions cross 
ing the plane of the middle loop, as repre 
sented in Fig. 3. . 
In using a clip such as I have invented 

and herein described not only do its oppo 
site clamping parts lie more nearly parallel 
with the sheets to which the clip is applied 
than do the corresponding elements of a clip 
all the parts of which lie in a common plane, 
but the clip is less distorted in use than is 
said other form, and hence it may be used 
lilany times before becoming so out of shape 
that it is necessary to discard it. 
What I claim is: 
A paper clip of oblong shape formed of 

wire consoluted to produce two clamping 
members united by a central loop that is 
located at one end of the clip, each clamping 
neuber having two legs inited by a loop, 
which latter loops are at the end of the clip 
opposite the central loop, characterized by 
having the central loop located in a plane 
inclined in one direction and the loops of 
the clamping members at the opposite end 
of the clip located in planes inclined in the 
other direction, which latter planes are ap 
proximately parallel, the free legs of each 
clamping member being inclined from the 
loops to which they are respectively joined 
toward the plane in which is located the 
central loop. 
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