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Foallwhom itmay concernt. -~ .-
‘Be it known that I, Roeegr - E. Dprm
residing at Knoxville,-in the county of; Alte-
gheny and State of Pennsylvania; a citizen
of the United States, Wave invented or dis-
covered certain new:and .useful Fmprove-
ments in Games; of- which improvements the
following is a specification. .~ -
My invention - is:found in’ a, -ganie, and
this ganie .in- $pecific- commereial. embodis
ment . is “illustrated i thé accompanying
drawings. i e PRI BT P TR
Fig. 1 is a-view of.the board.and pieces
i perspective; Figs: TI and-TIL are views
to larder scale, in plan and in end élevation
of ‘ome of the piéces of one-character; Fig.
IV.is a2 view, to the scale’ of Figs. 1 and
IXI, of a:piece of another tharacter; shown
in. side elevation and shown in engagement
witly, a-piece of the character shown in Figs.
II and IIL. This last-mentioned piece is
in Fig: IV. shown: in fredial and verfical
section. .. Fig.: V. is :a view In transveise
secticn through the piece:shown in side gle-
vation in Fig. IV, and this piece is in:-Fig.
V shown in" two alternate - forms, Fig.. VI
illustrates a modification of the mark piece,
and ‘compares-to Figs T¥E - .. . -
The game as here embodied includes: a
board;: as well -as: pieces iof twé characters.
The: pieces themselves embody the invéntion
in its-essemce; and; given those, the  game
may be played upon such. surface as fortui-
tously . offers.. :Preferably, however, -and
particularly for | commercial purposes,. a
board is provided, a Board suchids is shown
at 1, Fig. L.~ I do not rhean to limit my-
self to particular dimensions,:for the: di-
mensions- may- be: widély varied; but; in-tle
particuldr embodiment of the’, invention
which T Have made, the. board: is eighteen
inchres long andsix inches wide... “Al} ofte
end:the board-is provided-with-«hack-st
2y suitably brated by blotks 3; ‘Tt will: he
understood:: fromthe ensuing -description
that the game may be playéd-on’ a- siritable
-stirface, without  any, back-stop-at-all: but,

with such a bwek=stop, - Ordinarily the back-

dnd

Stance:T am deseribing; t}

‘wide: . In:cross secfios.the body..
.18 rectangulal

preferably, and particularlyin-acormmereial -duax ; i
‘embodimeiit,: the board: will- be “prowided -

_ The playi
fo

| ihg pie
for lack: of hetter
pieces and mark piec

of .which, there: may._be :one. or, move, are
simple-annuli 4 of relatively ‘small radial
thickness, , They, are madepreferably of
relatively light and elastic material, as for

instance bone. In . the particular embodi-
ment, which L here am describing the missile
pieces are. of bome, and . are.an inch and
seven eighths in diameter, a’quarter of an
.and - an eighth of an inch in

h L E A NI D L R L L
The n .are; essentially split rings
or, Joops; . Lhe;:, i 1

eces,. - The missile pieces;
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.break “in'.continuity . 1s

guarded . by, elastie. lips,:so positioned that -

a:missile; piece, advancing, upon-the surface
of play may- enter between: the, Iips. . These

miark pleges.are made of light, material, very
muck lighter, ordinarily, than the material
of .which the. missile piece is made:; The
preferred shape of the mark, pieces is hest

shown in. Fig. IL;. they are- there shown 7

to_be, horseshoe shaped loops. 5, and: the lips
6 which extend from. either side across the
open .end .of ; the, horseshoe, and. meet: or
nearly meet midway, dre:shown,to: e in-
clined. fo the major -axis of; the horseshoe,
to ~present: to. an; advancipg | missile
piece; & resentrant. angle..  As hest shown
m. Fig. TIL the lips 6 .are. so, shaped. that

-when, the' mark. piece’ Hes upon. the surface

of. play, the lips:6. extend toward, one. an-
other - clear; of “the surface.,  This minute

detail: of - shape. facilitates entrance of the

missile.piece bétween. the lips.and into the
loop. .- Specifically,. . in the particiilar: in-
the horseshoe-shaped

eces is,formed of ;cork

body of the mark -
ormed: of 4 . weh; ot
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fabric of sufficient rigidity, such as billiard -

gloth; . The. mark - precésare an. inch and

thiee cighths longyan- inchy a6d one @ighth
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bound from the back-stop, as presently will
be explained. The open end of the horse-
shoe 1s half an inch across, inside measure,
and the lips, whose shape is best shown in
Fig. III, taper from the lower face of the
body portion to points m approximately the
plane of the upper surface. The particular
shape of the mark piece may be modified,
as indicated in Fig. VI, to the end that it
may be in playing position, either side up.

The number of mark pieces is a matter
of secondary consideration, but in this
particular embodiment of the game four are
provided. and they fit- easily in alignment
against the back-stop 2, as shown in Fig. I,
from which position any one may easily be
removed in the progress of the game. -

In playing, the mark pieces are set in'sub-
‘stantially the position shown in Fig. I, side
by side, backed against back-stop 2, their
open ends directed toward the opposite end
of the board, and their lips tapering up-
ward. A missile piece is placed at the oppo-
site end of the board. in substantially the
position shown in Fig. I =~ The player
presses with his finger upon missile piece 4
and by increasing the pressure and at the
same time shifting to rearward from the
vertical diameter the point of concentration
of stress, he presently causes the missile
piece to shoot from beneath his finger for-
ward, in the direction indicated by the ar-
row . At the same time he imparts to the
missile piece retrograde rotation, in the di-
rection indicated by the arrow 5. In mak-
ing this shot, the player aims the missile
piece, that it may enter between the lips of
a, mark piece. The missile piece 4, advanc-
ing, skims the surface of the hoard. Per-
haps, if the pressure has been too great, or
not skillfully applied, the piece hops some-
“what, or bounds along. The advancing
missile piece may or may not reach the back-
stop; if it does it will rebound ; but: whether
it reaches the back-stop or no, if it has been
properly shot, it will continte its retrograde
rotation after its advance in the direction
indicated by arrow ¢ has ceased. It then
will roll back toward the end of the table
from which it was impelled. If the missile
Eiece has been properly directed, and has

efore retrogression entered between the -
lips of a mark piece, it ‘will roll back to- -

~ward the starting point, carrying a mark
piece, in the position shown in Fig. TV.
The mark piece is light, and: the missile
piece of heavier material 'easily drags it
along. . - s

The game is achieved in so picking up
one by one the mark pieces and removing
them from their initial position. And an
element of gkill, acquired with not too great
difficulty, is involved in aiming the missile
pieces and in so shooting them that they

shall moeve with proper momentum in both -
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of their two simultaneously imposed mo-
tions,—advance in the direction @, and ro-
tation in the direction .

T have described the missile piece 4 as a
bone ring, rectangular in cross section.
Manifestly the cross-sectional shape may
be minutely varied, and in this respect suited
to the particular material employed, and in
Fig. V. I show in cross-section two rings:
one, the ring 4 already described; the other
the ring 4, which in cross-section is ob-
tusely triangular. Comparison of this cross-
section with the showing of Fig. III will
show that the ring is well adapted to enter
between the lips of the mark piece, and that,
given an inter-lip space of that particular
shape, the ring 4= of Fig. V is of a shape to
afford maximum cross-section, and yet to
enter the space freely.

T have described the mark pieces as being
made of cork; alternatively, they may be
made of felt, or of another light material.
T have described the mark pieces as being
formed with bodies of relatively rigid ma-
terial and lips of relatively flexible and
elastic. material. That is my preferred
structure. But manifestly the resilience
necessary to allow the entrance of the mis-
sile ring between the lips of the mark piece
may be found in the body of the mark piece
itself. - The lips may be relatively inflexible,
and, under the impact of the missile piece
the arms of the horseshoe may spring apart,
to allow entrance of the missile piece be-
tween the lips and into interlinked engage-
ment with the mark piece.

It should be said of the horseshoe shape
of the mark piece that when the piece is po-
sitioned, as it here is shown to be, against a
back-stop, the arms of the horseshoe are so
positioned as best to resist the impact of an
on-coming missile piece, and to insure con-
centration of the meeting forces in the bend-
ing of the lips 6. : ;

.- As already I have intimated, proportions
may be varied, minute shape may be altered,
the number of pieces of the several sorts is
not an essential matter, and board and back-
stop may be improvised, and the back-stop
may even be dispensed with. The surface
of play will necessarily be a smooth surface.
I claim as my invention:

1. A game including a missile piece in
the form of an annulus and an elastic mark
piece in the form of an incomplete loop.
9. A game including a missile piece in
the form of an annulus and an elastic mark
piece in the form of an incomplete loop, the
approaching ends of the incomplete loop

presenting to an advancing missile piece a

re-entrant angle.

3. A game including a missile piece in the
form of an annulus and a mark piece in the
form of a broken ring, with flexible ‘and
elastic lips guarding the break,
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4. A game including a missile piece in = 5. A game including a board with a back-
the form of an annulus of elastic material, stop, a plurality of elastic mark pieces of v
. and a mark piece in the form of a horse- broken loop form, and a missile piece of an- 10

shoe of relatively rigid material with lips of nular form.

5 relatively flexible and elastic material con- - In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
verging from the ends of the horseshoe my hand. :

across the space between the ends. ROBERT E. DETTE.



