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To all whonv it may concerm: ,

_Be it known that I, NELsoN W. MACKEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provementin Convertible Cases and Display-
Stands for Charts, of which the following is a
specification. i

My object is to provide a convertible case
particularly for school:-charts, which in its

- ‘closed condition will serve as a housing for
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the charts to protect them from the dustand
render the device readily portable, and which
in its opened condition will afford a stand
for conveniently displaying the charts.

In the drawings—Figure 1 isa perspective
view of my improved device opened to af-
ford the display stand; one corner being
broken away to show construction; Tig. 2, a
similar view of the same, showing the de-
vice closed; Fig. 3,a broken vertical section,
enlarged, of the upper part of the device
when opened, illustrating the manner of its
use as a display stand; and Fig. 4, an en-
larged broken'sectional view,showing a detail
of the construction.

A is a casing comprising the front 7, back
¥, side strips # and base strip # secured to-
gether to afford aboxopen at its upper edge.

Bisa frame preferably in the form of a
tray having a solid back s, side strips s’ &,
bottom strip s% and top strip s* Thetray B
slides in the casing thirough the open'end of
the latter, and the side strips £* are cut away
at their upper ends to permit the top strip s*

of the tray, when closed in the casing, to ex-

tend flush with the top edges of the front ¢,
and baek #’. On the side strips ¢/, toward

*-their lower ends, arespring catchesr adapted
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to engage sockets 7 in the upper end por-

‘tions of the side strips # and hold thetrayin

its elévated position. -On the back of the
casing is a folding leg or leg frame g, which
is preferably hinged in place, as shown,
whereby it may be closed against the back{’
when not in use. On the casing is a hook

and eye fastening p whereby the tray when
slid into the casing may be locked in place.
The charts C are of flexible material, and
fastened at their upper edges to a cleat s* in
the tray, as shown in Fig. 3. The charts ex-
tend one over the other, and may be thrown |

over the top rail s* to bring the different
charts intoview. To preventthechartsfrom
becoming caught and wrinkled as the tray is
slid into the casing, I provide a stiff, remov-

55

able, preferably card-board sheet D of about .

the size of the imner portion of the tray,
which may be inserted to rest at its lower
edge behind the cleats s on the bottom strip
s% and held at its top edge by asuitablelatch
n. 1 prefer to provide the sheet D with -a

.black-board surface, and with a small open-

ing m at the top at which it may be passed
over the hook p, as shown in Fig. 3, when the
device is used as a display stand.

My improvement is more especially de-
signed for use in sehool rooms,and the black-
board D, when hung upon the hook p,is in
convenient position for use by the teacher
while explaining problems or other matter
contained in the charts.

The case when closed affords an effective
means for keeping the charts clean and in
good order when not in use; and as it may be
quickly and readily converted into a conven-
ient display stand for the charts, it affords
a particularly desirable device for the pur-
poses for which it is intended.

Although I prefer to construct the device
as shown and described, it may be modified
in the matter of details of construction with-
out departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion as defined by the claims.

What I claim as new, and désire -to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A convertible case and display stand
for charts, comprising, in combination, a cas-
ing A, adapted to stand upon end, a frameto
which the charts are attached fitting inside
the casing and adapted to slide in and out at
the upper end thereof, and operating when
partly withdrawn from the casing tohold the
charts in position for display,and stop mech-
anism on the device for sustaining the frame
in elevated position, snbstantially as de-
scribed.

2. A convertible case and display stand
for charts, comprising, in eombination;a cas-
ing A, provided with a foldingleg, ¢, whereby
the casing is adapted to stand upon end, a
frame to which thecharts are attached fitting
inside the casing and adapted to slidein and
out at the upper end thereof, and operating
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when lowered intothe casing to close the same,
and when partly withdrawn from the casing
to hold the charts in position for display, and
spring-catch mechanism between the casing
and frame operating to engage and hold the
frame in its elevated position, substantially
ag degeribed.

3. In a convertible case and display stand
for charts, thecombination with the casing A,
adapted to stand upon end, of a frame B, fit-
ting inside the casing .and adapted to slide
therein between the positions of closing the
casing and of partial withdrawal therefrom
to an elevated position, stop-mechanism on
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the device for sustaining the frame in itsele-
vated position, a series of charts attached at
their upper edges to the upper end portion of
the frame, whereby they may be thrown over
the top -of the frame, and a' black-board D
fitting the frame and operating asa guard for
the charts to hold them flat while the frame
is being slid into the casing, substantially as
described.

NELSON W. MACKEY.

In presence: of—
M. J. FrosT,
W. N. WILLIAMS.
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