
PATENTED JUNE 27, 1905, No. 793,126, 
S. FARMER, 

STAMP AFFIXING MACHINE, 
APPLICATION FILED AUG, 4, 1902. 

4 SHEETS-8 HEE' ), 

??? 
i 

salesra 
4. 

W ?????? 
S. 
S 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



PATENTED JUNE 27, 1905. No, 793,126, 
S, FARMER, 

STAMP AFFIXING MACHINE 
APPLICATION FILED AUG, 4, 1902, 

4. SHEETS-SHEET 2. 

? A 
? W W W Z W 
W 
W 

L 

  

    

  



1905, PATENTED JUNE 27 No. 793,126, 
S, FARMER, 

STAMP AFFIXING MACHINE, 
APPLICATION FILED AUG, 4, 1902, 

4 SHEETS-SHEET 3. 

lipileptor. 

AEiorpoys 

S SS ·1 – - – ? -- 1 -------– 11--------~?) Ç?º !%? 

  

  
  

  



No. 793,126, PATENTED JUNIE 27, 1905. 
S, FARMER, 

STAMP AFFIXING MACHINE, 
APPLICATION FILED AUG, 4, 1902, 

4. SHEETS-SHE 4, 

Z ???? ? 

?? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

    

  



No. 793,126. Patented June 27, 1905. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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To ?t/?, it'? Oil, if Turtly concern. the same on the line 22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is 5o 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL FARMER, a citi- an end elevation of the machine looking in 

Zen of the United States, residing at Portland, the direction of the arrow of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 
in the county of Multnomah and State of Ore- is a similar view looking from the opposite 

5 gon, have invented a new and useful Stamp- end of the machine. Figs. 5 and 6 are trans 
Affixing Machine, of which the following is a verse sectional elevations of the machine on 55 
specification. the lines 55 and 66, respectively, of Fig. 1. 
My invention relates to certain improve- Fig. 7 is a detail view of a portion of the ma 

ments in machines of that class employed for chine, illustrating the registering and alarm 
Io affixing postage or other stamps to envelops mechanism. Figs. S and 9 are detail views 

and packages, and has for its principal object of a modified form of feeding mechanism. 6o 
to construct an improved machine into which Fig. 10 is a detail sectional view of a portion 
a large Cuantity of stamps may be placed and of the Spring-plate for holding the stamps in 
consecutively fed and attached to the envelop position between intervals of feeding. Fig. 

I5 or package without danger of tearing or mu- 11 is an inverted plan view of the holding 
tilation and in which the supply will be con- plate employed in connection with the single- 65 
tinuous, a stamp being in readiness to be sev- row stamp-feed. Fig. 12 is a detail view of 
ered and attached at each movement of the a form of atomizer which may be employed. 
imachine until the supply is exhausted. Similar numerals of reference are employed 

2O A further object of the machine is to sim- to indicate corresponding parts throughout the 
plify the construction and to actuate at a sin- several figures of the drawings. 7 o 
gle movement the stamp-cutter, the feeding In the present machine it is proposed to ar 
device, the spraying device, and an indicator range one or more sheets of stamps on a feed 
for registering the amount of stamps fed from roller, the edges of a number of sheets being 

25 the machine. attached in any suitable manner, as by means 
A still further object of the invention is to of Small portions of the marginal strips of the 75 

improve the feeding devices in such manner | sheets, and then to feed the sheet laterally to 
as to insure the positive holding of the stamps a severing-knife, which will cut a row of 
during the intervals in which the feeding stamps from the sheet. This row of stamps 

3O mechanism is returned to initial position and is then fed by an intermittent feed mechanism 
to remove the frictional holding devices from i to a second cutter, where it is severed from 8o 
contact with the stamps during the feeding the row and pressed down in position by a 
no vennen. single stroke of an operating-lever, the stroke 
A still further object of the invention is to of the lever also serving to spray the surface 

35 provide the machine with an indicator and of the envelop below, the stamp, to move a 
alarm which will register the number of registering device, and to feed a stamp to cut- 85 
stamps used and will sound an alarm when a ting position. 
determined number of stamps have been fed The base 10 of the machine is formed of 
from the machine. wood, on which is mounted a metallic frame 

4O With these and other objects in view the in- || 11 for the Support of the various operating 
vention consists in the novel construction and parts. At each end of the main frame is a 90 
combination of parts hereinafter described, standard 12, forming bearings for a pair of 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, longitudinally-disposed rock-shafts 13 and 14, 
and particularly pointed out in the appended the shaft 13 being provided with an operat 

45 claims. ing-lever 15, by which the stamps may be fed 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal laterally from the Supply-roller and cut into 95 

sectional elevation of a stamp -affixing ma- strips. On the opposite standards are bracket 
chine constructed in accordance with my in- arms 16, having suitable slots for the recep 
vention. Fig. 2 is a sectional plan view of tion of the gudgeons of a supply-roller 17, 
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the roller being provided with disk flanges at the level of the plate for engagement with 65 
its opposite ends to serve as guides in rolling 
the stamps. As a convenient means for se 
curing the edge of the first sheet of stamps to 
the roller said roller is provided with clips 
18 of the character shown in Fig. 5, the clips 
merely serving to embrace the edge of the 
sheet and permitting the sheet to free itself 
in order that all the stamps on the roller may 
be utilized. 
On the frame is mounted a smooth bed-plate 

19, which extends from one standard to the 
other, the rear edge of the table being in aline 
ment with a cutting edge 20, over which the 
sheet of stamps is fed, the movement at each 
operation being sufficient to feed a single row 
of stamps past the cutting edge and the mech 
anism being so adjusted and operated as to 
stop the feed with a line of perforations of 
the stamp-sheet at the edge of the knife, the 
sheet being then held until the descent of a 
cutting-knife 21, which severs the projected 
strip of stamps of the main body of the sheet 
and forces the same into a feeding-trough 22, 
from whence the strip is fed in the direction 
of the stamping and moistening devices. 

In the end standards 12 are arranged hori 
Zontally-disposed slots 23 for the reception of 
a longitudinally - disposed shaft or rod 24, 
which is connected by links 25 to suitable 
cranks 26, secured to the rock-shaft 14, one 
of such cranks and links being arranged near 
each end of the shaft, as shown in Fig. 2. 
The rock-shaft 13 is connected to the rock 
shaft 14 by means of a rocker-arm 28, secured 
to the rock-shaft 13, and a link 29, connected 
to the outer end of a crank 30, which is se 
cured to the shaft 14. The link 29 is provided 
with an elongated slot 31 for the reception of 
a pin 32, carried by the bifurcated end of the 
rocker-arm 28, so that there will be consid 
erable lost motion in the movement of the 
rocker-arm before any movement of the link 
will occur, this being for the purpose of per 
mitting the operating-shaft to move the cut 
ter-bar 33 while the shaft 14 is at rest. 
On the lower side of the table 19 are secured 

a series of brackets 34, through which extend 
bolts 35, adapted to horizontal slots 36 in 
feed-slides 37, each of which is provided with 
a feed-block 38, projecting upwardly through 
a transversely-disp Sed slot 39 in the table 
and provided with a number of teeth 40 for 
engagement with the perforations in a sheet 
of stamps. The inner end of each feed-slide 
is provided with an inclined slot 41, through 
which passes the shaft or rod 24, the latter 
being provided with loose sleeves 42, which 
may turn freely on the shaft or rod in order 
to lessen the friction. On imparting move 
ment to the shaft or rod 24 through the me 
dium of the cranks 26 the shaft or rod will 
first move in the slots 41 and raise the feed 
block 38 until the pins 40 are projected above 

the stamps. The continued movement of the 
shaft or rod will cause the feed-blocks to 
travel to about the ends of the slots 39 in the 
table, the pins being still held in the elevated 
position. On reversing the movement the 
shaft or rod will act through the inclined slots 
to depress the feed-blocks until the pins are 
below the table and then cause a rearward 
movement of said feed-blocks to the position 
shown in Fig. 5, the pins being held out of 
contact with the stamps during this move 
ment. In order to prevent any movement of 
the slide until it has first been either elevated 
or depressed, elastic washers 43 are placed 
between the heads of the bolts 35 and the 
feed-slides, the washers having sufficient fric 
tional contact with the slide to prevent any 

75 

movement thereof until the shaft or rod 24 
has traveled the full length of the inclined 
slots. The outward movement of the shaft 
or rod 24 may be adjusted or limited by stop 
screws 44, extending through threaded open 
ings in the end standards to the guiding-slots 
23, which support said rod or shaft. 

In the end standards 12 are vertically-dis 
posed slots 46, through which extend guid 
ing -pins 47, said slots and pins serving as 
guides for the end portions of a presser-plate 
48, there being coiled springs 49 disposed on 
the rods or pins between the upper wall of 
the slot and the top of the presser-plate, the 
springs being of sufficient strength to hold 
the sheet of stamps firmly to the table during 
the inter vals between the operation of the 
feeding mechanism. For convenience in in 
troducing the edge of a sheet of stamps un 
der the presser - plate when the machine is 
started a handle 50 is secured to the presser 
plate and a swinging hook 51 is arranged on 
the rock-shaft 13 for engagement with said 
handle to support the same in an elevated 
position. On the under side of the presser 
plate are formed a series of grooves 52, as 
shown in Figs. 5 and 10, such grooves extend 
ing parallel with each other and entirely 
across the presser-plate. A groove is pro 
vided for the reception of each of the stamp 
engaging pins 40 on the various feed-blocks, 
and when the blocks are moved upward and 
the pins 40 pass through the perforations in 
the stamps the tops of the pins will engage 
the upper walls of the grooves and will slightly 
raise the presser-plate in order that there 
may be no friction on the sheet of stamps and 
no resistance to the feeding movement in the 
direction of the cutters 20 and 21. After 
the forward feeding movement has been ac 
complished and the feed-blocks are lowered 
the springs 49 will again depress the presser 
plate into contact with the sheet of stamps 
and firmly hold the same until another engag 
ing movement of the feed-blocks. In the 
present instance four feed-blocks are employed 
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for the lateral feeding of the stamps; but this 
number may be increased or diminished, as 
desired. 
The trough 22, into which a strip of stamps 

is forced after being severed from the sheet, 
is formed in the metallic block 54, having at 
One side a pair of brackets 55, in each of 
which is formed a recess 56 for the reception 
of a bearing-block 57, the position of which 
may be adjusted by a pair of screw's 5S. The 
blocks form bearings for a rod 59, to which 
are secured the ends of arms 60, which form 
a part of the cutter-bars 33. On the top of 
the cutter-bar are lugs 63, which are con 
nected by links 64 to cranks 65 on the main 
rock-shaft 13, so that on the movement of the 
shaft the cutter-bar may be raised or lowered, 
the bar moving in the arc of a circle of which 
the center is formed by the rod 59. The ad 
justable box. 57, arranged at each end of the 
pivot-rod 59, permits of accurate adjustment 
of the cutting edges, so that the cutting ac 
tion will be the same throughout the length 
of the knives and any wear which may occur 
may be readily compensated for. 
The trough 22 has a smooth flat upper face, 

on which the gummed side of the stamps may 
freely slide, the end of the trough being inn 
mediately to the rear of a cutter-plate 66 at 
one end of the machine. In order to hold the 
stamps in place in the trough during the in 
ter vals between a feeding operation which 
takes place in the trough in the direction of 
the cutting-plate 66, I provide a friction-strip 
67 on the under face of the cutter-bar and ex 
tending beyond the ends of the same in the 
form of a spring-tongue 68, which terminates 
at a point adjacent to the rear face of the cut 
ting-plate 66. The pressure exerted on the 
stamps by the strip (37 is regulated partially by 
a screw 69, extending through the cutter-bar 
and impinging on the opposite face of the 
friction-plate, excessive downward movement 
of the cutter-bar and undue pressure on the 
stamps being prevented by a stop-screw 70, 
carried by the cutter-bar and adapted for con 
tact with the face of the trough. 
Mounted in suitable horizontally-disposed 

guiding-slots 1 in the trough-frame are a 
pair of pins 72, one of which extends out 
through a slot formed in the side of the frame, 
and said pins are connected by a link 3, which 
receives motion from a lever 4 in a manner 
hereinafter described. The two pins are con 
nected for horizontal movement by links 75 
and extend through inclined slots 76, formed 
in a feed-slide 77. The rear end of the slide 
TT is provided with an elongated slot TS, sup 
ported by a transversely - disposed bolt or 
screw 79, on which may be placed a flexible 
washer or equivalent friction device of the 
character employed in connection with the 
lateral feed-slide. 
The slide it carries two feed-blocks S() and 

S1, each having stamp-engaging pins 82 of a 

8 

character similar to the pins of the lateral 
feed-blocks, the distance between the pins of 
the two blocks being equal to twice the length 
of a postage-stamp, so that while the feed 
block 80 is engaging with the last stamp of a 
row the second feed-block may be in engage 
ment with the first stamp of a new row, it be 
ing designed to cut off a fresh row of stamps 
as soon as the last stamp of a preceding row 
has reached the end of the long cutting-knife, 
So that there will be a continuous feed from 
the trough, a stamp being projected beyond 
the cutter-blade 66 at each operation. The 
friction-strip 6 is provided with longitudi 
nally-disposed grooves S3 of a character simi 
lar to the grooWes of the friction-plate 4S for 
the reception of the pins S2 of the feed-blocks, 
the operation in this case being precisely simi 
l:an? to the Operation of the lateral feedl-lolocks 
and the friction-strips being held from con 
tact with the stamps during the feeding move 
ment in engaging with and holding the stamps 
during the descent of the feed-blocks and their 
return to feeding position. In order to pre 
vent the end of a row of stamps rising with 
the cutter-block when the latter is elevated 
to permit the feeding movement of the sheet, 
I employ a pair of guards S5, arranged one 
on each side of the feeding-trough, the edges 
of the stamps passing under said guards, and 
the sides of the friction-strip being cut away, 
as indicated in Fig. 2, to afford space for the 
guards and in order not to interfere with the 
upward movement of the cutter-bar. 
At the front end or head of the machine is 

a box or casing 90, forming a housing for the 
mechanism for operating the cutting, feed 
ing, spraying, registering, and alarm mech 
anisms, all of the devices being actuated by a 
single stroke of an operating-lever 91. In 
the upper and lower walls of the casing 90 
are formed openings for the reception of ver 
tically-movable rods 92, to the lower ends of 
which is secured a presser-plate 93, the lower 
face of which is provided with a yielding pad 
or cushion 94, by which the stamps are forced 
one by one into contact with the previously 
moistened surface of an envelop or package 
placed on the receiving - bed 95. To the 
presser-plate is secured a cutting-knife 96, 
which coacts with the cutting edge of the 
plate 66 to sever the stamps from the row as 
they are fed along the trough, the downward 
movement of the presser - plate severing a 
stamp from the low and forcing the stanp 
into contact with the envelop or wrapper at 
a single movement. To the vertical rod 92 
is secured a block 97, between which and the 
lower wall of the casing are arranged com 
pression - Springs 9S, which serve to return 
the block, rods, and all of the attached mech 
anisms to initial position after each down 
ward stroke of the operating-lever 91. The 
operating - lever extends through a vertical 
slot in the casing and at its inner end is piv 
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oted to a lug 99, the intermediate portion of 
the lever having a slot 100 for the reception 
of a pin or antifriction-roller 101, projecting 
from the block 97. On the downward move 
ment of the operating -lever the block and 
rods will be depressed against the action of 
the compression-springs, the slot 100 permit 
ting the free movement of the lever while in 
engagement with the roller 101. On one side 
of the block 97 is secured a pin carrying an 
antifriction-roller 102, adapted to a cam-slot 
103 in the upper end of the lever 74, which is 
operatively connected to the feeding-blocks 
in the trough, said lever being fulcrumed on 
a pin 104, so that the vertical movement of 
the roller 102 as it is traveled with the block 
will effect the desired horizontal reciproca 
tory motion of the feed-block. 

In the lower portion of the base of the ma 
chine is a reservoir 105, in which is placed a 
sufficient quantity of water for moistening 
any desired number of envelops or packages. 
From the reservoir leads a pipe 106, termi 
nating in a minute discharge-nozzle 107, Fig. 
12, which is arranged at a point to the rear of 
a spraying-opening 108, formed in the end of 
the casing at a point immediately below the 
cutter-plate 66. In the end casing 90 is a 
bellows or bulb 110, from which leads an air 
pipe 111, the end of which is closed. Near 
the end of the air-tube is formed a discharge 
opening 112, immediately in line with the noz 
zle of the water-discharge pipe and with the 
opening 108 in the casing, so that when air is 
forced through said opening 112 by the action 
of the bellows or air-bulb the water will be 
drawn from the reservoir to the nozzle and 
sprayed on the envelop or package resting on 

The spraying device is of a con 
struction similar to that employed in ordinary 
atomizers. 
Near the top of the casing is pivoted one 

end of a lever 113, the lower end of which is 
in operative contact with the bellows or bulb, 
and at a point near the upper end of said le 
ver is an antifriction-roller 114, so arranged 
with respect to a cam 115 on the block 97 that 
on the first portion of the downstroke of the 
operating-lever the bulb or bellows will be 
compressed to effect the operating of the 
spraying device in advance of the operation 
of the cutting-knives. The shape of the cam 
slot 103 and the position of the operating 
roller 102 are such that the feeding movement 
of the blocks 80 and 81 will also occur before 
the cutting-blade reaches the cutting edge 66, 
so that a stamp will be projected in position 
to be severed and pressed into contact with 
the moistened surface of the envelop or pack 
age by the time the presser-block reaches cut 
ting position. 
On the front face of the casing 90 is ar 

ranged a dial 117, bearing numerals from '1' 
to '10, inclusive, and at the center of the 
dial the casing forms a bearing or a shaft 118, 

798,126 

carrying a hand or pointer 119, adapted to 
travel over the face of the dial. On the inner 
end of the shaft 118, at a point within the 
casing, is a ratchet - wheel 120, having ten 
teeth, with which engages a pawl 121, pivoted 
to the front face of the block 97, the pawl en 
gaging the ratchet-wheel and moving the same 
to the extent of a single tooth on each down 
ward movement of the block 97. The ratchet 
wheel is held from any reverse movement by 
a locking-pawl 122. On the top of the casing 
is mounted a bell or other alarm 123, adapted 
to be engaged by a clapper carried by a rod 
124, pivoted at 125 within the casing and hav 
ing its lower end in the path of movement of 
a pin 126, projecting from the front face of 
the ratchet-wheel, the position of the pin with 
respect to the indicating-hand or pointer be 
ing such that as the pointer is opposite '10' 
on the dial the alarm will be sounded, notify 
ing the operator that it is time to feed and 
sever another row of stamps from the sheet. 

In operating the machine the presser-plate 
48 is raised and a sheet of stamps is intro 
duced between the presser-plate and the table 
until the edge of the sheet is in contact with 
the cutting-knife 21, at which time the pins 40 
of the feed-block will be in alinement with the 
perforations which divide the second and third 
rows of the sheet. The presser-plate is then 
allowed to descend until it rests upon the 
stamps. The parts at this time are in the po 
sition illustrated in Fig. 2, and when the op 
erating-lever 15 is moved in the direction of 
the arrow, Figs. 3 and 5, the first effect of the 
movement will be to elevate the cutter-bar 33, 
raising the cutting edge of the knife 21 above 
the knife 20, this movement occurring while 
the pin 32 at the lower end of the rocker-arm 
28 is traversing the slot 31 in link 29, so that 
no movement of the feeding mechanisms will 
occur until the pin reaches the end of the slot, 
after which continued movement in the same 
direction will be transmitted through the link 
29, the crank 30, rock-shaft 14, cranks 26, and 
links 25 to the shaft or rod 24, causing a move 
ment of the latter in the direction of the cut 
ting-knives. The first effect of this move 
ment is to elevate the feed-blocks, causing the 
pins 40 to enter the perforations between the 
rows of stamps and raise the presser-plate 48 
from contact with the stamps. When the 
shaft or rod 24 has reached the end of the in 
clined slot 41, the feed-blocks will be moved 
in the direction of the stamps for a distance 
equal to the width of a stamp, projecting a 
row of stamps past the cutting-knife 20 and 
immediately over the receiving - trough 22. 
The direction of movement of the operating 
lever is now reversed, causing a downward 
movement of the cutter-bar, cutting the pro 
jecting row from the sheet of stamps, and 
forcing the same into the trough 22 and be 
low the friction-strip 67. Owing to the elon 
gated slot 31 of the link 29, no movement of 
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the feeding devices can occur until after the 
cutting action, after which the feed-blocks are 
lowered, permitting the friction-plate to again 
come into contact with and hold the stamps, 
while the feed-blocks are returned to initial 
position. The severed row of stamps in the 
trough 22 is now in such position that a num 
ber of its perforations will be engaged by the 
teeth of the feed-block 81, and on a down 
ward movement of the lever 91 the atomizer 
will first be operated to moisten the envelop, 
this operation occurring simultaneously with 
the movement of the feeding-block 81 through 
the medium of the lever 74 projecting a stamp 
beyond the cutter-plate 66 in position to be 
severed by the blade 96 as the downward 
movement of the operating-lever 91 is con 
tinued, the severed stamp being forced by the 
cushioned surface of the presser-block into 
contact with the moistened surface of the en 
velop or wrapper. During this movement 
the indicator 119 has been actuated, and if the 
indicator is approaching the numerals 10' 
of the dial the alarm will be operated. 

In Figs. Sand 9 I have illustrated a slightly 
modified construction of the mechanism for 
feeding the stamps from the trough 22. In 
this construction the feed-slide TT is much 
shorter than the slide shown in Fig. 1 and is 
provided with an elongated slot inclined at its 
ends, as indicated at 76". Projecting through 
the slot and supported by guides 128 is a block 
129, having a pin 130, projecting through a 
slot in the framework for engagement with 
the end of the connecting-link 5. The block 
129 carries antifriction-rollers 131, engaging 
in the inclined end portions of the slot, and 
the feed-slide is held from movement in either 
direction until one of such rollers has made 
contact with the end of the slot by a tension 
spring 132, secured to a fixed point and em 
bracing a pin 133, carried by said slide. The 
operation of the device is the same as that of 

In place of the bulb illustrated in Fig. 1 of 
the drawings I may employ a bellows or any 
other suitable form of air-pumping device, 
and instead of a single indicating-dial I may 
employ a plurality of dials having transfer 
ring mechanism in order to keep an accurate 
record of the number of times the machine 
has operated. The bell instead of being 
placed on the top of the casing may be at one 
side thereof or at any other convenient point. 
The operating portions of the mechanism 

are surrounded by a paneled and ornamented 
casing 140, which may be made partially of 
glass in order that the operation may be ob 
served, one of the panels, as 141, being hinged 
to the others, so that it may be readily opened 
to replenish the stamps on the Supply-roller. 
While the construction herein described, 

and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
is the preferred form of the device, it is ob 
vious that various changes in the form, pro 

5 

portions, size, and minor details of the struc 
ture may be made without departing from the 
Spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of 
my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is 

1. In a stamp-affixing machine, a support 
ing bed or table, a cutting-knife, means for 
feeding the stamps in the direction of the cut 
ting-knife, a presser-plate adapted to force 
Said stamps against the bed or table, and means 
operable by the feeding mechanism for mov 
ing Said plate out of contact with the stamps 
during the feeding movement. 

2. In a stamp-affixing machine, a grooved 
presser-plate, a feeding device comprising a 
toothed block, means for reciprocating the 
same, and means for moving said toothed 
block into engagement with the stamps at the 
beginning of its feeding movement and for 
moving said block from engagement with the 
stamps at the end of the feeding movement, 
the teeth of the block passing through the per 
forations of the stamp-sheet into the grooves 
of the presser-plate and serving to move the 
plate out of contact with the stamps during 
the feeding operation. 

3. In a stamp-affixing machine, a feeding 
block having teeth for engagement with the 
stamps, means for reciprocating said block, 
movable presser-plate adapted to hold said 
stamps during the intervals between feeding 
movements, and means for moving said toothed 
block into contact with the stamps and plate, 
thereby removing the plate from contact with 
the stamps during the feeding movement. 

4. In a stamp-affixing machine, a toothed 
feeding-block, a bed or table, a grooved fric 
tion-plate adapted to hold a sheet of stamps 
in contact with the bed or table, means for 
reciprocating the feeding-block, and means 
for elevating said block to cause a movement 
of its teeth through the perforations of a 
sheet of stamps and into engagement with the 
grooved portions of the presser-plate at the 
beginning of a feeding movement, the teeth 
being forced into contact with the bottoms of 
the grooves and effecting a vertical movement 
of the presser-plate to hold the latter out of 
contact with the stamps during the feeding 
operation, substantially as specified. 

5. In a stamp-affixing machine, the combi 
nation with a bed or table, a trough arranged 
at the rear edge of the table and adapted to 
receive a severed row of stamps, means for 
intermittently feeding a sheet of stamps in 
the direction of the trough, a movable trough 
top, a friction means carried thereby for con 
tact with the severed row of stamps, cutting 
blades carried by the trough-top and the edge 
wall of the trough, means for intermittently 
feeding said row of stamps from the trough 
and simultaneously releasing the friction 
means from contact with said stamps, and 
mechanism adjacent to the discharge end of 
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es 
the trough for cutting and pressing the stamps 
into contact with moistened envelops or the 
like as said stamps are successively projected 
beyond the end of the trough. 

6. In a stamp-affixing machine, the combi 
nation with a bed or table, of a cutting-knife 
adapted to sever a single row of stamps from 
a sheet, mechanism for intermittently feeding 
the sheet toward the knife, frictional holding 
devices adapted to make contact with the 
sheet between feeding intervals, and means 
forming a part of the feeding mechanism for 
automatically moving said frictional holding 
device out of contact with the sheet of stamps 
during the feeding movement, substantially 
as specified. - 

7. In a stamp-affixing machine, the combi 
nation with a bed or table, of a cutting-knife 
adapted to sever a single row of stamps from 
a sheet, mechanism for intermittently feeding 
the sheet in the direction of the knife, a trough 
adapted to receive the severed row of stamps, 
means for intermittently feeding said row to 
project single stamps beyond the end thereof, 
a cutting-knife for severing the projected 
stamps, frictional holding devices adapted to 
retain both the sheet and the row of stamps 
in position between feeding intervals, and 
mechanism Operable by said feeding devices 
to move the holding devices from contact with 
the stamps during the feeding movements. 

8. In a stamp-affixing machine, a cutting 
knife for severing a single row of stamps from 
a sheet, mechanism for feeding the sheet of 
stamps in the direction of the knife, an oper 
ating-shaft connected to and operating both 
the cutting-knife and the feeding mechanism, 
mechanism for intermittently feeding the sin 
gle row of stamps in the direction of its length, 
a cutting-blade for severing single stamps from 
the row, and an operating-lever connected to 
both the single-row feeder and cutting-blade, 
Substantially as specified. 

9. In a stamp-affixing machine, the combi 
nation with a bed or table, of a cutting-knife 
adapted to sever a row of stamps from a sheet, 
a cutter-bar carrying said knife, a friction 
plate, secured to the bottom of Said cutter 
bar, means for adjusting said plate, and means 
for removing the plate from contact with the 
stamps during feeding intervals, substantially 
as specified. 

10. In a stamp-affixing machine, the combi 
nation with a bed or table, of a cutting-knife 
adapted to sever a row of stamps from a sheet, 
a receiving-trough for the severed row, a cut 
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ter-bar carrying said knife and adapted to 
force the severed row of stamps into said 
trough, a friction-plate secured to the bottom 
of said cutter-bar, and means for intermit 
tently raising the friction-plate from contact 
with the stamps, and for feeding said stamps 
from the trough. 

11. In a stamp-affixing machine, a receiving 
trough, an adjustable friction-plate therein 
for contact with the stamps between feeding 
intervals, and means for removing said plate 
from contact with the stamps and for feeding 
said stamps from the trough. 

12. In a stamp-affixing machine, a slotted 
bed or table for the reception of stamps, a fric 
tion - plate adapted for contact with said 
stamps, said plate being provided with grooves 
extending in a line parallel with the direction 
of feeding movement, a toothed feeding-block 
adapted to enter the grooves of said plate, and 
means for reciprocating said block in both 
longitudinal and in vertical directions, the 
teeth of the block being forced into engage 
ment with the bottoms of the grooves and 
raising Said plate out of contact with the up 
per surface of the stamps during the feeding 
operation, substantially as specified. 

13. A stamp-feeding means comprising a 
movable friction - plate having grooves and 
adapted for contact with the stamps between 
feeding intervals, a block having teeth adapt 
e?l to pass through the perforations in a stamp 
sheet and to enter the grooves of the plate, 
means for elevating the block at the beginning 
of the feeding movement to reduce the fric 
tional contact between the plate and stamps, 
means for reciprocating the block, and means 
for lowering said block at the completion of a 
feeding movement. 

14. A stamp-feeding means comprising a 
pair of spaced blocks adapted to engage in the 
perforations of a stamp-sheet, a slide carry 
ing said blocks, and provided with inclined 
slots, horizontally-guided pins adapted to said 
slots, links connecting the pins, means for re 
ciprocating the pins and slide, and a friction 
device for holding the slide during the initial 
movement of said pins. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUEL FARMER. 
Witnesses: 

J. P. FARMER, 
A. F. FLEGEL. 
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