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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.
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Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which
claims fees have been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B
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All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present
(supplementary) European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent
application which relate to the inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application
which relate to the first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1, 2(completely); 8-14(partially)
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1, 2(completely); 8-14(partially)

A filter media, comprising:a first layer comprising a first
plurality of fibers, wherein the first plurality of fibers
are synthetic fibers formed by a meltblown process or a
centrifugal spinning process, and wherein the first
plurality of fibers has an average fiber diameter of greater
than about 1.5 microns;a second layer comprising a second
plurality of fibers, wherein the second plurality of fibers
are synthetic fibers formed by a meltblown process or a
centrifugal spinning process, and wherein the second
plurality of fibers has an average fiber diameter of less
than or equal to about 1.5 microns; anda third layer
comprising a third plurality of fibers, wherein the third
plurality of fibers comprises cellulose fibers,wherein the
second layer is positioned between the first and third
layers.

2. claims: 3(completely); 8-14(partially)

A filter media, comprising:a first layer comprising a first
plurality of fibers;a second lTayer comprising a second
plurality of fibers; anda third layer comprising cellulose
fibers, wherein the third layer has an air permeability of
greater than or equal to about 400 L/m sec and less than or
equal to about 2000 L/m sec, and a Mullen Burst strength of
greater than or equal to about 200 kPa and Tess than or
equal to about 500 kPa, andwherein the second layer is
positioned between the first and third layers.

3. claims: 4(completely); 8-14(partially)

A filter media, comprising:a first layer comprising a first
plurality of fibers, wherein the first layer has a first air
permeability and a first mean flow pore size;a second layer
comprising a second plurality of fibers, wherein the second
layer has a second air permeability and a second mean flow
pore size; anda third layer comprising a third plurality of
fibers and a plurality of perforations,wherein the first air
permeability is higher than the second air permeability
and/or wherein the first mean flow pore size is higher than
the second mean flow pore size.

4. claims: 5(completely); 8-14(partially)

A filter media, comprising:a first layer comprising a
plurality of fibers; anda second Tayer comprising cellulose
fibers and a plurality of perforations.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

5. claims: 6(completely); 8-14(partially)

A filter media, comprising:a first layer comprising a first
plurality of fibers, wherein the first layer has a first air
permeability and a first mean flow pore size;a second layer
comprising a second plurality of fibers, wherein the second
plurality of fibers comprises fibrillated fibers, and
wherein the second layer has a second air permeability and a
second mean flow pore size; anda third layer comprising a
third plurality of fibers, wherein the third plurality of
fibers comprises cellulose fibers or synthetic fibers, and
wherein the third Tayer has a third air permeability and a
third mean flow pore size,wherein each of the first and
third air permeabilities is higher than the second air
permeability and/or wherein each of the first and third mean
flow pore sizes is higher than the second mean flow pore
size,wherein the first layer, the second layer, and the
third layer are discrete layers,wherein the second layer is
positioned between the first and third layers.

6. claims: 7(completely); 8-14(partially)

A filter media, comprising:a first layer comprising a first
plurality of fibers, wherein the first plurality of fibers
comprises synthetic fibers, and wherein the first layer has
a first air permeability and a first mean flow pore size;a
second layer comprising a second plurality of fibers,
wherein the second plurality of fibers comprises synthetic
fibers, and wherein the second lTayer has a second air
permeability and a second mean flow pore size; anda third
layer comprising a third plurality of fibers, wherein the
third plurality of fibers comprises synthetic fibers, and
wherein the third Tayer has a third air permeability and a
third mean flow pore size,wherein each of the first and
third air permeabilities is higher than the second air
permeability and/or wherein each of the first and third mean
flow pore sizes is higher than the second mean flow pore
size,wherein the first layer, the second layer, and the
third layer are discrete layers, wherein the second layer is
positioned between the first and third layers.
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