
US 2009.0163264A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2009/0163264 A1 

Whiteman et al. (43) Pub. Date: Jun. 25, 2009 

(54) LOTTERY SALES SYSTEMS AND (22) Filed: Dec. 12, 2008 
METHODOLOGY FOR SUPPORTING O O 

CROSS-PLATFORMI REPORTING Related U.S. Application Data 

(60) Provisional application No. 61/014,977, filed on Dec. 
(75) Inventors: Janine Whiteman, Alpharetta, GA 19, 2007. 

(US); Burbank Herndon, 
Alpharetta, GA (US); Todd Publication Classification 
Hopkins, Cumming, GA (US); (51) Int. Cl. 

(US) (52) U.S. Cl. .......................................................... 463/17 

Correspondence Address: (57) ABSTRACT 
DORITY & MANNING, PA. A lottery sales method and related system utilizes a comput 

ing device interfaced to a printer. The device is configured to 
track inventory of activated instant tickets and access sales 
reporting data, the sales reporting data indicating total sales of 

POST OFFICE BOX 1449 
GREEN VILLE, SC 2.9602-1449 (US) 

(73) Assignee: SCIENTIFIC GAMES at least one lottery product of interest. For each lottery prod 
INTERNATIONAL, INC., uct of interest, a machine-readable indicator is generated 
NEWARK, DE (US) corresponding to the total sales of the lottery product of 

interest. A report is printed that includes each generated 
(21) Appl. No.: 12/333,413 machine-readable indicator. 

0. 3. 2. 

LOTERY 
AUTHORITY 7 
PROVIDER 
SYSTEM(S) 

OTTERY SALES 
TERMINAL 
DEVICE(S) 

RETALER BACK 
OFFICESYSTEM 

2 C. t KEYPAD RETALER POINT 
OF SALE 
TERMINAL SCREEN 

o 

SCANNER 
23 

  

    

    

  

      

  

    

  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 25, 2009 Sheet 1 of 3 US 2009/0163264 A1 

D 3 2. 

... ---" " ick te 
32 

LOTERY 
AUTHORITY/L 
PROVIDER 
SYSTEM(S) 

OTTERY SALES 
TERMINAL 
DEVICE(S) 

RETALER BACK 
OFFICESYSTEM 

2 C. RETALER POINT 
OF SALE 
TERMINAL 

REPORTS 
SCANNERF 

2. 23 

as a s r. 

FIGURE 1 

SCAN FIRSTTICKET--52 SO 
AVAILABLE s 

ACCESS DATA FROM 
PRIOR NVENTORY SCAN(S) 

ACCESS OTHER INVENTORY/S, 
SALES DATA 

GENERATE ONE OR MORE --53 
SALES REPORTS 

FIGURE 2 

5 

    

  

    

      

    

  

  

  

  

  

  



Patent Application Publication 

CoA 

COB 

LOOK UP PRODUCT/SALE 
AMOUNT COMBO 
FROM POSSYSTEM 

ADD SALES AMOUNT FOR PRODUCT 
TO POSSYSTEMSALES DATA 

Jun. 25, 2009 Sheet 2 of 3 US 2009/0163264 A1 

ACCESSLOTERY PRODUCT SALES DATA O2. . O) 

FOR AT LEAST ONE PRODUCT, 
GENERATE AND PRINT 
REPORT COMPRISING 

BARCODE(S) IDENTIFYING THE 
PRODUCT AND SALESTOTALS 

--10. 

IDENTIFYSALES AMOUNT 
FROM BARCODE 

FIGURE 3 

    

  

  

  

  
  

  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 25, 2009 Sheet 3 of 3 US 2009/0163264 A1 

Retailer 123456 
Period Ending u2Cell 
1 1/5/O7 O:59 

Classic Lotto S250 naa gy, is 

Mega Millions S335 
Eg, 

Instant Games S529 

Iggyll, 
Cashes S226 

...A., laid 

ab 

FIGURE 4. 

  



US 2009/0163264 A1 

LOTTERY SALES SYSTEMIS AND 
METHODOLOGY FOR SUPPORTING 
CROSS-PLATFORMI REPORTING 

PRIORITY CLAIM 

0001. The present application claims priority to U.S. Pro 
visional Application Ser. No. 61/014,977, filed Dec. 19, 2007. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 Presently, instantlottery tickets are offered at a wide 
variety of retail locations. For example, retail locations may 
maintain cases, displays, or other inventory points at which 
tickets for one or more types of instant lottery tickets are 
stored and/or sold. As items of monetary value, the lottery 
tickets must be treated more carefully than other inventory at 
the retail location. Presently, personnel at retail locations 
must devote Substantial time manually counting instant tick 
ets, such as at the beginning and/or end of a shift, business 
day, or other time interval. 
0003. Also, at many retail locations, sales of instant and 
other lottery tickets are handled using a lottery point-of-sale 
system or terminal dedicated to handling lottery transactions. 
The lottery system is typically not integrated with the retail 
establishment's point-of-sale (POS) system, and there is no 
easy way for retailers to record sales made using the lottery 
system with their own POS system. 

SUMMARY 

0004 Objects and advantages of the invention will be set 
forth in part in the following description, or may obvious from 
the description, or may be learned through practice of the 
invention. 
0005. An instant ticket inventory and reporting system is 
provided that can be used to reduce or avoid the need for 
manual inventorying of instant lottery tickets. In operation, a 
barcode scanner interfaced to a lottery sales system can be 
used to scan the next available ticket for all instant games of 
interest at one or more inventory points. When instant win 
lottery tickets are activated for sale by the lottery terminal, the 
beginning inventory position is recorded and stored at the 
lottery terminal. By referencing data scanned for each game 
of interest to corresponding sale and/or other data, the lottery 
sales terminal can determine whether any discrepancies in the 
inventory of instant tickets are present. Further, additional 
analysis of the inventory data can be used to identify fast 
moving instant tickets, slow moving tickets, analyze price 
points of active games at specific stores, and/or to report 
stock-outs or impending Stock-outs of tickets. 
0006. In some embodiments, the barcode scanner is inter 
faced to a lottery sales system terminal which is also used to 
manage the sale and payout of lottery tickets at the retail 
location. The barcode scanner may be interfaced to the ter 
minal (or other system components) in any suitable way, 
including by a wireless connection. 
0007. In certain embodiments, the terminal or other sys 
tem components may be further configured to transmit sales 
and/or inventory data to one or more central systems for 
further analysis. For example, sales and/or inventory data 
may be provided to state or other regulators of the instant win 
games or one or more other entities responsible for managing 
the instant win games. 
0008. In some embodiments, a lottery sales system can be 
configured to provide one or more reports that include a bar 
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code corresponding to sales of a particularlottery game over 
one or more time periods of interest. For instance, in some 
embodiments, a lottery sales terminal can automatically cre 
ate a report that includes a bar code for each one of a plurality 
oflottery products. The sales system/terminal can provide a 
report comprising information about any game(s) for which 
transactions are managed using the sales system/terminal. 
0009. After the report or reports are printed, the retailer 
can use the retailer's point of sale equipment to scan the bar 
codes for each lottery product. This can provide a cost effec 
tive method of inputting lottery sales data into a retailer point 
of sale system without the need for extensive software devel 
opment efforts or substantial modification to the retailer's 
point of sale system. 
0010 For example, in some embodiments, the retailer 
point of sale system has access to a table of bar codes (such as 
UPC codes) designated for the range of lottery products of 
interest. Each bar code can correspond to a particular sales 
value of a particularlottery product. 
0011. In some embodiments, the retailer point of sale sys 
tem can decode an embedded barcode. Thus, each barcode in 
the report can identify a product and a sales value without the 
need for a lookup table defining combinations of lottery prod 
ucts and sales values. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0012. A full and enabling disclosure including the best 
mode of practicing the appended claims and directed to one of 
ordinary skill in the art is set forth more particularly in the 
remainder of the specification. The specification makes ref 
erence to the appended figures, in which: 
0013 FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing components in an 
exemplary system which Supports automated sales reporting 
in accordance with one or more aspects of the present Subject 
matter, 
0014 FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing steps in an exemplary 
process for automated ticket inventorying: 
0015 FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing steps in an exemplary 
process for reporting of sales between a lottery sales system 
and a retailer point-of-sale system; and 
0016 FIG. 4 shows a hypothetical example of a report 
which could be generated in a system Supporting cross-plat 
form reporting of lottery sales data. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0017 Reference will now be made in detail to various and 
alternative exemplary embodiments and to the accompanying 
drawings, with like numerals representing Substantially iden 
tical structural elements. Each example is provided by way of 
explanation, and not as a limitation. In fact, it will be apparent 
to those skilled in the art that modifications and variations can 
be made without departing from the scope or spirit of the 
disclosure and claims. For instance, features illustrated or 
described as part of one embodiment may be used on another 
embodiment to yield a still further embodiment. Thus, it is 
intended that the present disclosure includes modifications 
and variations as come within the scope of the appended 
claims and their equivalents. 
0018 FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing components in an 
exemplary system 10 which Supports automated sales report 
ing in accordance with one or more aspects of the present 
Subject matter. In this example, system 10 comprises a lottery 
sales terminal device or devices 12 (“lottery sales terminal) 
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which is connected to a scanner 18, a printer 22, a keypad 14. 
and a screen 16. It will be understood that, in some embodi 
ments, lottery sales terminal 12 is further connected to one or 
more additional printers or dispensers which are used for 
printing out and providing lottery tickets or other game com 
ponents. Further, in Some embodiments, screen 16 is a touch 
screen which provides the functionality of a keypad or key 
board 14. 
0019. In this example, the lottery sales terminal is further 
connected to one or more lottery authority systems or lottery 
provider systems 20. For instance, a state or other lottery 
authority may maintain a computer system (or systems) used 
to track and validate lottery activity at various locations. 
0020 Scanner 18 can comprise any suitable type of input 
device used to obtain data from machine-readable codes on 
objects. For instance, Scanner 18 may be configured to use 
laser or other light to identify bar codes or other suitable 
indicia on lottery tickets, such as lottery tickets 24 illustrated 
in FIG. 1. 
0021 System 10 of FIG. 1 further comprises exemplary 
components associated with a retailer point-of-sale system. 
This example includes a retailer point of sale terminal 30 
interfaced to a retailer back office system 32. Back office 
system 32 itself may be interfaced to one or more further 
systems (e.g. enterprise-level accounting, inventory, sales, 
etc. Systems of the retailer) via local area or wide area net 
works. Further, back office system 32 may be interfaced to 
multiple point of sale terminals 30 depending on the particu 
lar retail location in question. In some embodiments the back 
office system functionality may run on the POS terminal with 
no back office system required. 
0022 Retailer point of sale terminal 30 can comprise any 
Suitable number and arrangement of computing devices 
which are used to provide point-of-sale services. For instance, 
a general purpose or special purpose computer configured 
with appropriate Software can be used to total sales amounts, 
accept tender, identify items Scanned using point of sale scan 
ner 28 by accessing lookup tables and other data available 
from the back office system32, and the like. In some embodi 
ments, the price look up file system table resides solely on the 
POS terminal. Further, point of sale terminal 30 can be con 
figured to Support various payment options and to provide 
other desired functionality. 
0023. In some embodiments, some or all of the function 
ality of the back office system 32 may be provided at one or 
more point of sale terminals 30. For instance, a point of sale 
terminal 30 at a small business could be used for handling 
sales transactions as well as product lookups, sales tracking, 
inventory, and the like. 
0024. In some embodiments, the lottery sales system can 
Support automated or semi-automated inventorying. FIG. 2 is 
a flowchart showing steps in an exemplary process 50 for 
automated ticket inventorying. This may be especially advan 
tageous for use in conjunction with instant-win games which 
may otherwise need to be inventoried by hand. Typically, 
instant-win tickets carry one or more bar codes or other 
machine-readable indicia that include serial numbers or other 
unique identifiers for each ticket. By using knowledge of the 
ranges of serial numbers (and/or other identifiers), ticket sales 
can be tracked. 
0025. At step 52, for each game of interest, the first avail 
able ticket is scanned. For example, if the tickets are main 
tained in a roll or continuous strip in a dispenser, the next 
ticket to be sold may be at the output point of the dispenser. 
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Then, at step 54, data from prior inventory scans (if available) 
is accessed. For instance, if the “presently-performed scan 
(i.e. the scan at step 52 for the product of interest) occurs at the 
end of a shift, the prior scan for the game of interest may have 
occurred at the start of the shift, the start of the day, or the end 
of the last shift. Step 56 represents an optional step wherein 
other inventory or sales data is accessed. For instance, the 
lottery sales terminal may track ticket sales by counting the 
number of tickets sold in a particular game and/or by identi 
fying the serial number (or other identifier) of tickets that are 
sold. Additionally, if sales of a new game are beginning, data 
from a prior scan will be unavailable at step 54. Thus, the 
other inventory/sales data can include information regarding 
the new game (e.g., an indication that the presently-per 
formed scan is the “first scan of the new game). In some 
embodiments, the other inventory/sales data can be provided 
from the retailer point of sale terminal 30. 
0026. At step 58, one or more sales reports are generated 
based on the scanned data and other accessed data. For 
instance, the presently-preformed scan may indicate the 
serial number of the next available ticket of a game. If a prior 
scan indicates a different serial number at an earlier point in 
time (e.g. at the beginning of a shift), then, based on data 
regarding the serial number range, the number of tickets that 
have been dispensed can be determined. 
0027 Multiple types of analysis can be involved in gener 
ating the report. For instance, the number of dispensed tickets 
can be cross-referenced with sales data to determine if any 
disparities exist. As another example, after accumulating data 
regarding several games over the same time interval, the “top 
sellers' and “low sellers' can be identified, and/or ticket sales 
may be analyzed by time interval. As a further example, based 
on comparing the serial number of the next available ticket in 
a game to data regarding the range of serial numbers that are 
available, the report may indicate whethera particular game is 
“low” on available tickets. For instance, if previous data indi 
cates that 500 tickets were available at the start of a shift and 
498 tickets were dispensed during the shift, an alert may be 
generated to indicate that only two tickets of an evidently 
popular game remain available, and that an out-of-stock situ 
ation is imminent. Similarly, if the data indicates that all 
tickets were sold, the report can indicate that the game is 
out-of-stock. 

0028. The report can be provided in any suitable manner. 
For instance, Some or all of the data may be displayed via 
screen 16 and/or the report may be printed using printer 22. In 
some embodiments, the data is provided to lottery authority 
or provider systems 20. For instance, if an entity provides and 
Supports the lottery sales equipment on behalf of a state 
lottery commission or administration, the entity can analyze 
the sales data to help guide the retailer and/or to plan transfers 
of products (e.g. if the entity receives word that a game is 
nearly out-of-stock, the entity can make preparations to pro 
vide additional tickets of the game). 
0029. Returning to FIG. 1, system 10 is further configured 
to support cross-platform reporting of lottery sales from the 
lottery sales system components (e.g. the lottery sales termi 
nal or terminals) to the retailerpoint-of-sale system. In accor 
dance with the present subject matter, the retailer point-of 
sale system is configured to recognize bar codes 27 which are 
included in one or more sales reports 26 which are provided 
by printer 22 of the lottery sales terminal 12. This allows for 
cross-system reporting of lottery sales without the need for 
integration between the lottery sales system and the retailer 
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point of sale system. Instead, the same effect is accomplished 
via the use of one or more reports 26 and the existing point 
of-sale equipment. 
0030 Reports 26 may be the same reports referenced 
above for tracking instant ticket (or other sales) based on 
scanning ticket indicia. However, reports 26 comprising bar 
codes 27 may be separate reports. Further, the instant ticket 
inventorying capability can be a wholly separate feature from 
cross-platform reporting via scannable sales reports, and 
some embodiments do not include both features. For 
instance, Some lottery sales systems may be configured to 
provide Scannable reports, but not to provide Scanning-based 
ticket inventory capability. 
0031 Arrow 25 is used to illustrate that reports 26 are 
physically produced by printer 22 for scanning using point of 
sale system scanner 28, rather than data transfer over a wired 
or wireless connection. 
0032. In operation, lottery sales terminal 12 can be con 
figured to track lottery sales by product over time and report 
sales per product over one or more time intervals of interest, 
such as hourly, by shift, by day, week, month, etc. When a 
sales report for one or more products is desired, lottery sales 
terminal 12 can provide a report which includes a bar code 27 
(or other suitable machine-readable indicia) corresponding to 
each product of interest. 
0033 For example, in some embodiments, a standard 
UPC (Universal Product Code) will be generated by the lot 
tery terminal for each combination of lottery product and 
sales amount. The retailer's existing point-of-sale system can 
be provided with suitable data, such as a look-up table, cor 
relating each UPC code to a combination of lottery product 
and sales amount. In some embodiments, the look-up table 
can correlate a unique UPC to each lottery product of interest 
at each possible sale amounts over a range of sale amounts. 
0034) For instance, the table may define a UPC for each 
dollar value of “Classic Lotto’’ sales from S1 to S999. Sales 
amounts in excess of S999 could be indicated by using two or 
more UPCs (e.g. if total sales of “Classic Lotto’’ were S1250, 
then a UPC for S999 in sales of “Classic Lotto” and a UPC for 
S251 in sales of “Classic Lotto” could be provided in the 
report). The upper limit could be varied, and generally is used 
since, ultimately, the number of available UPC codes may be 
finite. 
0035. Further, the look-up table can provide for catego 
rized reporting if the lottery sales terminal can provide reports 
by category in addition to (or instead of) individual products. 
For example, a retailer may sell a wide variety of instant-win 
games, but ultimately may desire information about the total 
amount of instant-win sales. The lottery sales terminal can 
Sum all sales of games in the “instant win” category and 
provide such information via a UPC for the “instant win 
category. 
0.036 UPCs could also be correlated to other information 
of interest. For example, a range of UPCs could be defined for 
lottery payouts for use by the retailer in tracking the amount 
of money the retailer has provided to customers who 
redeemed winning lottery tickets over a period of interest. 
0037. In any event, appropriate UPCs or other codes are 
generated to provide the data of interest in a form that can be 
recognized by the retailerpoint-of-sale system. The UPCs are 
then included in one or more reports produced using printer 
22. FIG. 4 shows a hypothetical example of a report 26 with 
corresponding bar codes 27A, 27B, 27C, and 27D, which 
would be generated for a retailer with $250 in sales for “Clas 

Jun. 25, 2009 

sic Lotto.” $335 in sales for “Mega Millions.” $529 in sales 
for a group category of “Instant Games, and lottery payouts 
of $226 ("Cashes'). In this example, the report further 
includes additional information 26A including the retailer 
name, reporting time period, and the like. Such information 
can be used for maintaining, organizing, and sorting the 
reports. 
0038. In some embodiments, bar codes 27 can be pro 
duced so as to include embedded UPC codes. Thus, it is 
possible for a single lottery product bar code to be provided 
with the sales amount embedded therein without the need for 
a unique UPC for each lottery product for each sales amount 
in a range. In Such embodiments, the retailer's point-of-sale 
system should be able to decode embedded bar codes. Thus, 
the look-up table could identify lottery products by UPC 
codes, with the amount determined from the embedded bar 
code at Scanning. From a configuration standpoint, imple 
menting embedded bar code functionality will require knowl 
edge of the particulars of the point of sale system which will 
be used in conjunction with the lottery sales system. In some 
embodiments, a combination of UPCs for some products with 
embedded sales figure UPCs and unique UPCs for each prod 
uct/sales amount combination for other products could be 
used. 
0039 FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing steps in an exemplary 
process 100 for reporting of sales between a lottery sales 
system and a retailer point-of-sale system. Steps 100A com 
prise actions taken by and with regard to the lottery sales 
system equipment, while steps 100B comprise actions taken 
by and with regard to retailer point-of-sale equipment. 
0040. At 102, the lottery sales system equipment, such as 
sales terminal 12, accesses lottery product sales data. The data 
may indicate sales for one or more terminals; for instance, a 
particular terminal may be configured to provide consoli 
dated reporting for a plurality of terminals at a retail location. 
At step 104, a report is generated for at least one “product 
and a report comprising one or more bar codes identifying the 
“product' and sales totals is printed. “Product' is in quotation 
marks since, as was noted above, the report may concern not 
only more actual lottery products, but may additionally or 
alternatively provide data regarding categories of products, or 
other lottery related information. 
0041. The data included in the report is formatted in accor 
dance with the configuration of the retailer's point-of-sale 
equipment. For example, if the retailer point-of-sale equip 
ment Supports embedded bar codes, the report may include a 
bar code for a specific product of interest (e.g. "Super Lotto'), 
with the corresponding sales figure (e.g. “S250) encoded 
therein. Alternatively, if the retailer point-of-sale equipment 
is configured to look up product/sales figure combinations, 
the appropriate UPC is selected (e.g. the UPC corresponding 
to “Super Lotto” and S250 in sales) and printed on the report. 
0042 Step 106 represents the transfer or positioning of the 
printed report for Subsequent action using the retailer point 
of-sale equipment. As one example, an operator could take 
the sales report to an appropriate point-of-sale terminal for 
scanning. At step 108, the point-of-sale equipment is used to 
scan the bar code(s) for the product of interest. Two branches 
follow step 108 to illustrate alternatives which may occur 
depending upon the type of bar code (or other indicia) that is 
used. 
0043 Step 110 represents a processing step that occurs 
when each bar code represents a particular combination of a 
product and sales figure. If so, the corresponding combination 
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of a lottery product and sales figure (e.g. "Super Lotto’’ sales 
of $200) are accessed from a table based on the bar code. 
0044 Alternatively, steps 109 and 111 represent process 
ing which occurs if embedded bar codes (or other indicia) are 
used. At step 109, the particular product (e.g. "Super Lotto') 
is identified. At step 111, the particular sales amount is dis 
cerned from the embedded bar code. Of course, steps 109 and 
111 could be reversed or carried out in parallel, if feasible. 
0045. Once the product and sales amount are suitably 
identified, then the data is used to update the appropriate 
point-of-sale system records. In this example, the point-of 
sale system maintains a running total of product sales. Thus, 
the running total of “Super Lotto' is updated to reflectS250 in 
sales. 
0046. It will be understood that any type of operation 
which can occur based on scanning a UPC of a non-lottery 
product can now be performed for lottery products, catego 
ries, and the like. Thus, the retailer has the ability to input 
lottery sales data into a point-of-sale system without the need 
for major software development efforts or tedious manual 
input. Instead, a retailer need only configure UPC/PLU codes 
once during an initial setup (although, of course, codes may 
be updated from time to time for reporting different products 
or otherwise using and maintaining the point-of-sale system). 
0047. In some embodiments, the system can be fine-tuned 
to address potential difficulties that may arise through the use 
of reports including UPCs or other indicia. For instance, if the 
retailer's business practice is to scan instant tickets as Such 
tickets are sold, the lottery sales terminal could be configured 
not to print instant ticket UPCs when providing sales reports. 
Thus, double-entry of instant games could be avoided. 
0048. As was noted above, in some embodiments, a lottery 
sales terminal 12 may be interfaced to one or more outside 
computer systems, such as those operated by a lottery author 
ity and/or other entity administering lottery games or other 
wise Supporting lottery sales and the like. In some cases, 
accounting data may be provided for retailers via Such outside 
computer systems, such as via a web-site or other resource 
accessible by the retailers. Data from either or both of the 
scanning-based inventory and the data underlying the sales 
reports could be provided to Such outside systems, and made 
available as XML-formatted files (or in any other suitable 
format(s)). This could provide an additional or alternative 
method whereby retailers could integrate lottery sales with 
their back-office systems. 
0049. In several examples above, scanning of machine 
readable indicia related to the use of laser scanners and/or bar 
codes (UPCs). It will be understood that the present subject 
matter can be used regardless of the underlying sensing tech 
nology used to read the visual indicia or the particular method 
of encoding the data into visual indicia. Furthermore, 
although examples above discussed a single retail location, 
reports and inventory could be tracked across multiple retail 
locations in addition to or instead of at single locations. 
Finally, although several examples used dollars (S), the 
underlying currency, currencies, or other indicators of value 
used in lottery and other transactions can vary. 
0050. The technology discussed herein makes reference to 
systems, servers, databases, software applications, and other 
computer-based systems, as well as actions taken and infor 
mation sent to and from Such systems. One of ordinary skill in 
the art will recognize that the inherent flexibility of computer 
based systems allows for a great variety of possible configu 
rations, combinations, and divisions of tasks and functional 
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ity between and among components. For instance, server or 
other processes discussed herein may be implemented using 
a single server or multiple servers or other devices working in 
combination. Databases and applications may be imple 
mented on a single system or distributed across multiple 
systems. Distributed components may operate sequentially or 
in parallel. 
0051. When data is obtained or accessed between a first 
and second computer system or component thereof, the actual 
data may travel between the systems directly or indirectly. For 
example, if a first computer accesses a file or data from a 
second computer, the access may involve one or more inter 
mediary computers, proxies, and the like. The actual file or 
data may move between the computers, or one computer may 
provide a pointer or metafile that the other computer uses to 
access the actual data from a still further computer. 
0.052 The various computer systems discussed herein are 
not limited to any particular hardware architecture or configu 
ration. Embodiments of the methods and systems set forth 
herein may be implemented by one or more general-purpose 
or customized computing devices adapted in any Suitable 
manner to provide desired functionality. For instance, one or 
more computing devices may be adapted to provide desired 
functionality by accessing Software instructions rendered in a 
computer-readable form. The device(s) may be adapted or 
configured to provide additional functionality complemen 
tary or unrelated to the present Subject matter, as well. 
0053 When software is used, any suitable programming, 
Scripting, or other type of language or combinations of lan 
guages may be used to implement the teachings contained 
herein. However, software need not be used exclusively, or at 
all. For example, some embodiments of the methods and 
systems set forth herein may also be implemented by hard 
wired logic or other circuitry, including, but not limited to 
application-specific circuits. Of course, combinations of 
computer-executed Software and hard-wired logic or other 
circuitry may be suitable, as well. 
0054 Embodiments of the methods disclosed herein may 
be executed by one or more Suitable computing devices. As 
noted above, Such devices may access one or more computer 
readable media that embody computer-readable instructions 
which, when executed by at least one computer, cause the at 
least one computer to implement one or more embodiments 
of the methods of the present subject matter. Additionally or 
alternatively, the computing device(s) may comprise circuitry 
that renders the device(s) operative to implement one or more 
of the methods of the present subject matter. Furthermore, 
components of the presently-disclosed technology, such as 
databases used to store lottery sales data, other lottery activity 
data, and other data may be implemented using one or more 
computer-readable media. 
0055 Any suitable computer-readable medium or media 
may be used to implement or practice the presently-disclosed 
Subject matter, including, but not limited to, diskettes, drives, 
and other magnetic-based storage media, optical storage 
media, including disks (including CD-ROMS, DVD-ROMS, 
and variants thereof), flash, RAM, ROM, and other memory 
devices, and the like. 
0056. The present disclosure also makes reference to the 
relay of communicated data over one or more communica 
tions networks. It should be appreciated that network com 
munications can comprise sending and/or receiving informa 
tion over one or more networks of various forms. For 
example, a network can comprise a dial-in network, a local 
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area network (LAN), wide area network (WAN), public 
switched telephone network (PSTN), the Internet, intranet or 
other type(s) of networks. A network may comprise any num 
ber and/or combination of hard-wired, wireless, or other com 
munication links. 
0057 The material particularly shown and described 
above is not meant to be limiting, but instead serves to show 
and teach various exemplary implementations of the present 
Subject matter. As set forth in the attached claims, the scope of 
the present invention includes both combinations and Sub 
combinations of various features discussed herein, along with 
Such variations and modifications as would occur to a person 
of skill in the art. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A lottery sales computing device interfaced to a printer, 

the device configured to: 
Track inventory of activated instant tickets and access sales 

reporting data, the sales reporting data indicating total 
sales of at least one lottery product of interest; 

for each lottery product of interest, generate a machine 
readable indicator corresponding to the total sales of the 
lottery product of interest; and 

print at least one report comprising each generated 
machine-readable indicator. 

2. The lottery sales computing device set forth in claim 1, 
wherein a machine-readable indicator comprises a bar code. 

3. The lottery sales computing device set forth in claim 1, 
wherein generating a machine-readable indicator corre 
sponding to the total sales of a lottery product of interest 
comprises: 

Selecting an indicator identifying the lottery product of 
interest; and 

embedding data in the indicator, the embedded data iden 
tifying the total sales amount. 

4. The lottery sales computing device set forth in claim 1, 
wherein generating a machine-readable indicator corre 
sponding to the total sales of a lottery product of interest 
comprises: 

Selecting an indicator mapped to a combination of a sales 
amount and the lottery product of interest. 

5. The lottery sales computing device set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the sales reporting data further indicates total cash 
outs and the computing device is further configured to gen 
erate a machine-readable indicator corresponding to the total 
cash-outs for inclusion in at least one report. 

6. A method of cross-platform reporting of lottery activity 
data, the method comprising: 

accessing sales reporting data, the sales reporting data indi 
cating total sales of at least one lottery product of inter 
est, 

Jun. 25, 2009 

for each lottery product of interest, generating a machine 
readable indicator corresponding to the total sales of the 
lottery product of interest; and 

printing at least one report comprising each generated 
machine-readable indicator. 

7. The method set forth in claim 6, wherein a machine 
readable indicator comprises a bar code. 

8. The method set forth in claim 6, wherein generating a 
machine-readable indicator corresponding to the total sales of 
a lottery product of interest comprises: 

selecting an indicator identifying the lottery product of 
interest; and 

embedding data in the indicator, the embedded data iden 
tifying the total sales amount. 

9. The method set forth in claim 6, wherein generating a 
machine-readable indicator corresponding to the total sales of 
a lottery product of interest comprises: 

selecting an indicator mapped to a combination of a sales 
amount and the lottery product of interest. 

10. The method set forth in claim 6, wherein the sales 
reporting data further indicates total cash-outs and the com 
puting device is further configured to generate a machine 
readable indicator corresponding to the total cash-outs for 
inclusion in at least one report. 

11. A method of cross-platform lottery activity reporting, 
the method comprising: 

obtaining lottery activity data into a point-of-sale system 
by scanning a generated machine-readable indicator in 
at least one report; 

based on the obtained lottery activity data, identifying the 
lottery product of interest and total sales of the lottery 
product of interest without accessing data from a lottery 
sales system. 

12. The method set forth in claim 11, wherein identifying 
the lottery product of interest and total sales of the lottery 
product of interest comprises accessing a set of data correlat 
ing machine-readable indicators to lottery products. 

13. The method set forth in claim 11, wherein identifying 
the lottery product of interest and total sales of the lottery 
product of interest comprises decoding a total sales amount 
embedded in the machine-readable indicator. 

14. The method set forth in claim 11, wherein identifying 
the lottery product of interest and total sales of the lottery 
product of interest comprises accessing a set of data correlat 
ing machine-readable indicators to combinations of lottery 
products and sales amounts. 
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