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Lloyd M. Jones, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Application July 13, 1937, Serial No. 153,446 

5 Claims. 
This invention relates to what is commonly 

termed awning shutters, and its object is to pro 
vide certain improvements in devices of that kind 
which render the same more Serviceable, more 
easily manipulated, and more effective than prior 
devices. In general my invention includes an 
awning shutter pivoted at its upper end adjacent 
the upper end of a Window or other opening, and 
Which can be easily and quickly swung inwardly 
to close or cover the window, or permitted to 
automatically swing outwardly, to any extent de 
Sired to afford light and ventilation. It also in 
cludes certain detailed improvements for manipu 
lating the slats or louvers in the shutter so as to 
regulate the amount of Sunlight through the win 
dow. The foregoing and other minor improve 
ments in my construction Will be readily under 
stood from the accompanying drawings taken in 
connection. With the following specification, and 
in which drawings, 

Figure is a front or Outside elevation of an 
awning shutter involving my invention; 

Figure 2 is a vertical Section through such a 
shutter, the same being closed and shown in com 
bination. With a Window of usual construction; 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2, but show 
ing the shutter SWung OutWardly; 

Figure 4 is a horizontal Section substantially on 
line 4-4 of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a slightly modified arrangement 
used for SWinging the shutter OutWardly; and 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective view 
showing part of One end of One of the slats or 
louvers used in the shutter. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, my im 
proved awning shutter is shown in combination 
With a WindoW of a building, such as a house or 
other structure, indicated at 0. An angular sup 
porting member it is secured to the building above 
the Window as by means of lag screws 2 ex 
tending into the WindoW frame or other suitable 
part of the building. The Supporting member 
is preferably provided With a sharpened flange 
3 which is adapted to dig or be forced into the 

Wall or frame So as to make a Water-tight joint 
at that point. Preferably the member f is made 
up of two langular parts, as shown, which are 
riveted or Welded or otherwise firmly secured to 
gether, the outer edge of the lower part being 
bent downwardly to shield the upper end of the 
shutter, 
The awning shutter is hinged to the underside 

of the supporting member . The shutter in 
cludes an upper transverse frame member 4, a 
lower transverse frame member 5 and two side 

(Cl. 89-55) 
members 6. These transverse and side mem 
bers form the main frame of the shutter. The 
shutter may be made plane or solid, or as shown 
in the drawings, it may be made up of a series 
of pivoted slats or louvers. As will be apparent, 
certain features of my invention are applicable 
to either a solid shutter or slatted shutter, while 
other features relate specifically to a shutter pro 
Vided With Slats Or louverS. 
One of the principal features of my invention 

relates to the means for swinging the shutter 
toward and from the window or supporting struc 
ture on which it is mounted. At its upper end 
the shutter is hinged to the Window frame or 
Other part of the Supporting structure by means 
of hinges f secured to the under side of the Sup 
porting member if and to the upper frame mem 
ber 4. A brace member 8, which is preferably 
made U-shaped in form, is pivotally Secured at 
points f9 to the window frame or other suitable 
part of the building, the pivots 9 being below 
the hinged upper end of the shutter. Pivotally 
connected to each arm of the brace member 8 
is a thrust member 20, each of these thrust 
members being pivoted to the member 8 at a 
point between its inner and outer end, as indi 
cated at 2; and the outer end of each thrust 
member 20 is pivotally connected to the inner 
side of the shutter, as indicated at 22. The thrust 
members 20 are of such length as to extend out 
Wardly beyond the free end of the brace member 
8 when the shutter is in open position, as shown 

particularly in Figure 3. A single thrust mem 
ber 20 may suffice, but it is preferable to use two 
such members, one on each side of the shutter. 
It is apparent that when the outer end of the 
brace member 8 is raised or drawn upwardly, 
the shutter will be swung outwardly through the 
medium of the thrust member or members 20. 
On the other hand, when the brace member is 
drawn down Wardly, the shutter Will be swung 
inWardly toward the Window. 
Means are provided to automatically raise the 

brace member 8 and Swing the shutter out 
wardly. In the preferred arrangement, coiled 
springs 23 are connected at their lower ends to 
the outer end of the brace member 8, and at 
their upper ends such springs are preferably 
secured to the upper frame member 4 of the 
shutter. A single spring 23 may suffice, but pref- : 
erably two are employed, one on each side of the 
shutter. The springs 23 are of such length and 
are so tensioned that, when free to act, they serve 
to Swing the shutter outwardly to any desired 
extent. When the brace member f8 is drawn 
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of Said brace member and the other end opera 
tively connected to said brace member, whereby 
the tension of said spring serves to swing said 
brace member upwardly about its pivot and causes 
said thrust member to swing the shutter out 
Wardly, and manually operable flexible means for 
Swinging said brace member downwardly and 
thereby swinging the shutter inwardly. 

3. In combination with an awning shutter 
pivotally connected at its upper end to a sup 
porting structure, of means for automatically 
Swinging said shutter OutWardly at its lower end 
relative to said structure, said means comprising 
a brace member pivotally connected to said 
structure below the pivot point of the shutter, 
a thrust member pivotally connected at one end 
to said brace member intermediate the ends of 
the latter and at the other end to said shutter, a 
colled spring connected at one end to said brace 
member and at its other end to said shutter be 
low the pivot point thereof, whereby the ten 
Sion of the spring serves to swing said brace mem 
ber upwardly and cause said thrust member to 
Swing the shutter outwardly, and flexible means 
for manually swinging said brace member down 
Wardly and said shutter inwardly and holding 
the latter in position adjacent the structure. 

4. In combination with a supporting structure, 
a shutter pivotally supported at its upper end 
to Swing outwardly from said structure, a brace 
member pivotally connected to said structure be 
low the pivot of said shutter, a thrust member 
pivotally connected at one end to said brace mem 
ber intermediate the ends of the latter and at its 

3. 
other end to said shutter, said brace member 
and thrust member being arranged to swing said 
shutter toward the supporting structure when 
said brace member is SWung downwardly, a spring 
arranged to exert tension. On Said brace member 
to Swing the same upwardly about its pivot un 
til said brace member and thrust member are 
Substantially in alignment with each other to 
form a toggle joint, and flexible means connected 
to said brace member and operable from Within 
said structure to swing said brace member down 
Wardly and break said toggle joint and thereby 
swing the shutter inwardly toward said struc 
ture. 

5. In combination with a shutter pivotally 
Supported at its upper end to Swing OutWardly 
from a building, means for automatically swing 
ing the same outwardly and a flexible device for 
drawing the same inwardly, said shutter having 
a plurality of pivoted slats carried thereby, a 
bar connecting said slats to cause the same to 
move in unison, an arm secured to and extending 
inWardly from One of Said slats, a Colled Spring 
carried by said shutter at the rear of said slats 
and connected to said arm to automatically 
move said slats toward open position, an arm 
secured to one of said slats and projecting out 
wardly therefrom, a cable connected to said 
arm and extending through said shutter and into 
said building for simultaneously moving said 
slats toward closed position against the tension 
of Said Spring. 

OYO M. JONES. 
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