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3 Claims. (CI. 43-3) 

The present invention relates to an anchor device for 
attachment to a decoy. 
An object of the present invention is to provide an 

anchor device for a floating decoy to which it is attached 
in a lifelike manner upon the surface of a body of water 
without rolling of the decoy from side to side. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an anchor device for a decoy which obviates the need for 
ballast in the decoy, one which assists the decoy in main 
taining an upright position even under the pressure of 

: high winds and wave action, and one which enables the 
user thereof to throw or cast a decoy to which the anchor 
device is attached into a body of water. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an anchor device for a decoy which is simple in structure, 
one sturdy in construction and having long-life charac 
teristics, and one which may be economically manufac 
tured and assembled in a decoy. 
These and other objects and advantages of the present 

invention will be fully apparent from the following de 
scription when taken in conjunction with the annexed 
drawing, in which: 
iFigure 1 is an elevational view of a decoy in the shape 

of a duck, a portion of the body of the duck being broken 
away to show the anchor device of the present invention 
in nested condition; - 

Figure 2 is an elevational view of the assembly shown 
in Figure 1 with the anchor device in extended condition; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3-3 of 
Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a bottom plan view; 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary bottom plan view showing a 

modified form of the locking means for the anchor de 
vice of the present invention; 

Figure 6 is a view taken on the line 6-6 of Figure 5; 
and 

Figure 7 is a view taken on the line 7-7 of Figure 5. 
Referring in greater detail to the drawing, in which 

like numerals indicate like parts throughout the several 
views, in Figures 1 to 3, the reference numeral 10 desig 
nates a floating decoy in the shape of a duck of more or 
less conventional constructional as regards to outline and 
decoration. The decoy 10 is fabricated of a buoyant 
material and has an aperture 12 extending inwardly from 
the base 14 to a point spaced from the top 16. The 
anchor device according to the present invention com 
prises an elongated spring means in the form of a coil 
spring having its convolutions horizontally disposed, the 
coil spring being designated by the reference numeral 18. 
A portion adjacent one end of the coil spring 18 extends 

freely into the aperture 12 with that end of the coil spring 
18 fixedly secured at the bottom of the aperture, or at 
the point to which the aperture extends inwardly toward 
the top. of the decoy 10. This attachment is shown in 
Figure 3. The portion adjacent the other end of the coil 
spring 18 freely depends from the aperture 12 and carries 
a weight 20 for holding the last-named portion in the 
freely depending position shown in Figure 2, the decoy 
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10 being substantially upright and the coil spring 18 ar 
ranged perpendicularly with respect to and beneath the 
decoy 10. The weight 20 has a reduced upper end por 
tion 20 around which is circumposed the lowermost con 
volutions of the coil spring 18 and to which the lower 
most portion of the coil spring 18 is attached. . . . . . 
As shown in Figure 1, the diameter of the coil spring 18 

and that of the weight 20 is such that they fit within the 
aperture 12 without a great deal of space between the ex 
terior surface of the coil spring 18 and the inner surface 
of the aperture 12. This relatively snug fit prevents the 
lateral sideways movement of the decoy 10 when the coil 
spring 18 is in the extended position, the spring 18 being 
fabricated of such material as to be readily extended from 
the nested or compacted condition shown in Figure 1 to 
the extended position shown in Figure 2, but having resist 
ance to bending from the perpendicular position when in 
the extended condition. This resistance to bending of the 
spring 18 serves to hold the decoy 10 in the upright posi 
tion regardless of strong winds or wave action when the 
decoy is in position upon the surface of a body of water. 
Means is provided on the flat base 14 of the decoy 10 

for securing the weight 20 within the aperture 12 when 
the coil spring 18 is in the collapsed or nested condition, 
as shown in Figure 1. Specifically, this means consists in 
a pair of latch elements 22, each pivotally connected at 
one end to the base. 14 of the decoy 0 for loose swinging 
movement about such connection from the full line posi 
tion shown in Figure 4 to a dotted line position. When 
in the full line position, the latch elements 22 extend over 
the wall of the aperture 12 and bear against the bottom 
of the weight 20, restraining movement outwardly of the 
weight 20 from the aperture 12. 

. In Figures 5 to 7, an alternative form of connection of 
the weight to the decoy body when the coil spring is in 
the contracted condition is shown. In this form the 
weight, designated by the reference numeral 24, is pro 
vided with an external handle 26 and with diametrically 
opposed lugs 28 which project from the sides of the body 
of the weight 24. The lugs 23 are receivable in bayonet 
slots 30 which are provided in the wall of the aperture 32 
provided in the body 10'. The weight 24 has a reduced 
upper end portion receiving the lower end portion of the 
coil spring 18 for attachment of the latter to the weight 
24. Upon insertion of the weight 24 within the aperture 
32, the handle 26 is grasped by the fingers of the user 
the lugs 23 are moved from the full line position, shown 
in Figure 5, to the dotted line position within the bayonet 
slot 30, securely locking the weight 24 in the aperture 32. 

In use, the decoy with the anchor device of the present 
invention is readily and easily taken from the place of 
transportation and prepared for use as a decoy for wild 
game. The coil spring 18, 18' with its associated weight 
20, 24, is easily removed from the aperture in the decoy 
with one portion of such spring firmly attached to the 
terminating point of the aperture in the decoy and the 
major portion of the spring dependingly hung beneath 
the decoy as in Figure 2. The weight 20, 24, may be 
unlocked from the latched position and the decoy may be 
thrown to the surface of the body of water in which it is 
to be used with the decoy coming to the natural upright 
position and the spring automatically extending itself to 
position the spring vertically beneath the decoy with the 
weight at a distance below the decoy. 
When it is desired to retrieve the decoys using the 

anchor device of the present invention, it is a matter of 
seconds for the user to collapse the spring and insert the 
spring with the associated weight within the respective 
aperture and to lock the weight within the aperture. The 
use of the present invention obviates the use of weights 
used as anchors and hung beneath the decoys by strands 
of cords or ropes which frequently tangle as the decoys 

  

  



are being placed or retrieved from the surface of the body 
of water in which they are used. 
What is claimed is: 

... : 1. The combination, with a floating decoy having an 
aperture extending inwardly from the base to a point 
spaced from the top thereof, of an anchor device com 
prising an elongated spring means arranged perpendicu 
larly with respect, to said decoy and having the portion 
adjacent one end extending freely into the aperture with 
said one end fixedly attached within said aperture and 
having the portion adjacent the other end freely depend 
ing from said aperture, and a weight on the other end of 
said spring means for holding the portion adjacent the 
other end of said spring means in the freely depending 
position. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. The combination with a floating decoy having an 
aperture extending inwardly from the base to a point 
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spaced from the top thereof, of an anchor device com 
prising a coil spring having the convolutions horizontally 
disposed and in an elongated condition arranged perpen 
dicularly with respect to said decoy and having the portion 
adjacent one end extending freely into the aperture with 
said one end fixedly attached within said aperture and 
having the portion adjacent the other end freely depend 
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ing from said aperture, and a weight on the other. end 
of said coil spring for holding the portion adjacent the 
other end of said coil spring in the freely depending 
position. 

3. The combination with a floating decoy having an 
aperture extending inwardly from the base to a point 
spaced from the top thereof, of an anchor device com 
prising an elongated spring means arranged perpendicu 
larly with respect to said decoy and having the portion 
adjacent one end extending freely into the aperture with 
said one end fixedly attached within said aperture adjacent 
said point and having the portion adjacent the other 
end freely depending from said aperture, and a weight 
on the other end of said spring means for holding the 
portion adjacent the other end of said spring means in 
the freely depending position. 
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