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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, CHARLES WESLEY.

Howe, of Waltham, in the county of Middle-
sex and State of Massachusetts,have invented
certainnewand useful Improvementsin Soap-
Holders, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. -

This invention relates to soap madein cakes
and means for holding it eitherin the process
of its manufacture or in its use and for pre-
serving it from waste. ’

In the manufaeture of soap it is the prac-
tice to lay the cakes or bars upona flat surface
for a time sufficient to permit of the evapo-
ration of the moisture and liquid therein.
This exposes only a portion of the surface of

‘the soap to the atmosphere, so that that part

of the soap which is resting on the flat sur-
face remains in a relatively soft and plastic
condition and is worn away rapidly when it
is used. Again, in using the soap for laun-
dry and toilet purposes it is generally the
practice to employ a soap-dish having a con-

‘tinuous or imperforate support upon which
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the cake or bar is placed; but when the soap
is softened by contact with the water it is
usually placed in a dripping condition upon
the support, so that when if dries it adheres

“to the latter, and upon removing it again for
use a large amount of the soap is left stick-
ing to the support, and, moreover, a portion.

of the soap is exposed to the atmosphere and
is hardened, while the under side of the cake
or bar which is in contact with or adjacent
to the support in the soap-dish remains in a
softened condition, so that when the Soap
is again used it dissolves too readily and is
wasted. .

Hence the object of thisinvention is to pre-
vent the soap from being wasted and to pro-
vide a means for preserving it and for sub-
jecting every portion of its surface to a hard-
ening process after it is used. _

To these ends my invention consists of a
body of soap of any desirable shape having
an internal recess the walls of which are
coated witharelatively hard substance,where-
by the body may be placed upon a projection
out of contact with any other surface. g

It likewise consists of a holder or support-

for a body of soap which has a recess, as de-
seribed, said holder or support being formed

of two members, one of which is placed in the »

recess and the other member is mounted so
as to support the soap out of contact with any
adjacent surfaces. ' S '
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters marked thereon,
forming a part of this-specification, the same
letters designating the same parts or features,

| as the case may be, wherever they oceur.

Of the drawings, Figure 1is a vertical sec-
tional view of a cake of soap and a holder
therefor embodying my invention. Fig.2isa
perspective view of the cake of soap shown in
Fig. 1. - Fig. 3 shows a cake embodying my
invention and a holder therefor. Fig. 4
shows a cake of soap similar to that shown in
Fig. 8. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the
bushing which isinserted in the recess formed
in the body of soap. ‘

a-represents a cake of soap having a recess
b'formed in one of its sides, into which recess
is forced a bushing ¢’ of relatively hard ma-

‘terial—that is, material harder than ordinary

soap. Any suitable material may be em-
ployed, such as wood or metal. The bushing
is here shown as having a conical end and a
flanged’. Theflangeisflush with thesurface
of the soap, so as not to project beyond the
same. The bushing isshorter than the thick-
ness of the cake, so that it can be pushed into
the cake from time to time as the surface of
the cake wearsaway. The s0ap is placed upon
apinorrod ¢, projecting above a central boss
¢ in a dish f’, having circumferential walls
J*% forminga drip-receptacle. Theupper end
of the pin or rod projects into the buashing
and holds the soap out of contact with the
dish.

The bushing may be inserted in one of the
ends of the cake of soap, as shown in Figs. 3
and 4, in which case the pin or rod ¢ may be
mounted in a hanger ¢', supported in any
suitable way. It is not necessary that the
recess should be first formed in the soap be-
fore the bushing is inserted, as the latter may

be forced into the body of soap, thus forming .

its own recess.

The cup or socket may be formed of any
relatively hard substance that may prove de-
sirable, and the rod or point to extend into
the socket may. likewise be formed .of any
suitable material. .. . .
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Trom the foregoing it will be observed that
1 have provided a body of soap having an in-
ternal recess and have also provided a sup-
port for the soap consisting of a socket or
member to be formed or placed in the soap
and a member to enter the socket and so pre-
vent the soap from coming into contact with
any surface. Thus the entire surface of the
soap is exposed to the atmosphere, whereby
the moisture is evaporated and the soap hard-
ened to such an extent that its life is greatly
prolonged.

To all intents and purposes the bushing be-
comes an integral part of the soap as well as
a sleeve or bearing, and it coacts with a mem-
ber which is exterior to thesoap and on which
the soap may be removably placed.

My invention may be embodied in a cake
of soap having a socket formed by making a
recess or cavity in the body of the cake with-
out a lining or bushing of harder material.
I prefer to employ a relatively hard lining or

. bushing, however, for obvious reasons.
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I claim—
1. As an article of manufacture, a cake of
soap having a socket or bushing of harder ma-

terial than the soap, said socket having an
open end or mouth and forming a bearing for
a supporting rod or spindle.

2.” A cake of soap having a bushing of rela-
tively hard material embedded in the cake,
said bushing being shorter than the thickness
of the cake, so that it can be pushed into the
cake from time to time as the surface of the
cake wears away.

3. A soap-holder comprising a drip-recep-
tacle and a single rod or pin projecting up-
wardly therefrom and adapted toengage and
support a recessed cake of soap. ’

‘4. A soap-holder comprising a single up-.
wardly-projecting rod or pin surrounded by
a drip-receptacle, combined with a cake of
soap having a recess formed to engage said
rod or pin.
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In testimony whereof I have signed my 45

name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 28th day of .
October, A. D. 1896.
- CHARLES W. HOWE.
‘Witnesses:
A. D. HARRISON, .
C. F. BROWN.




