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UNITED STATES re-warnardra-s 

LOUIS STROHACKER, OF FREEPORT, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO STRUCTO MANUFAC 
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1,353,861. Specification of Lctters Patent, Patented Sept. 28, 1920. 
Application filed March 1, 1920. Serial No. 362,812. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, Louis STRoHACKER, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of Freeport Stephenson, county, and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Toy Tractor 
Chains and Links Therefor, of which the 
following is declared to be a full, clear, and exact description. 

This, invention relates to toy tractor 
chains and links therefor, and its principal object is to provide a cheap, simple, easily 
assembled chain adapted to be trained 
around toothed wheels of toy tractors and 
like toys, and forming the traction element 
of the toy, or the traveling element thereof 
which rests upon and travels upon the sur 
face upon which the toy is placed. 
Another object is to provide links for 

making up the chain, the blanks of which 
are adapted to be struck up from light 
sheet metal, such as sheet tin or the like, 
and formed into the complete link, each be 
ing arranged to be linked into adjacent ones 
to form an endless chain. 
The invention consists in the several novel 

features hereinafter fully set forth and 
claimed. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawing in which Figure 1 
is a side elevation, partly broken out, of a 
chain embodying a simple form of the pres 
ent invention and showing the same applied 
to a pair of toothed wheels of a toy. Fig. 
2 is a plan of a fragment of the lower part 
of the chain. Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
of one of the links that comprise the chain, 
and Fig. 4 is a plan of one of the blanks from which the link is formed. 

Referring to said drawing, the reference 
character 5 designates the fine of a toy 
of any desired form, preferably one simulat 
ing a machine of the tractor type, and 6 des 
ignates toothed wheels rotatively mounted at 
one side of the frame, it being understood that similar wheels are mounted on the other 
side of the frame to provide a four-wheeled 
toy structure. Trained around the wheels 6 
is the endless toy chain 7, which forms the 
subject matter of this invention. 
The chain comprises a number of simi 

lar links 8, linked together as will be here 
inafter described. Each link 8 is struck 
up from light gage sheet metal, such as 
sheet tin, to form a blank 8 (see Fig. 4) 

comprising a rectangular body or main por 
tion 9, from which projects a wing 10, at 
each side, and a reduced end portion 11 at 
one end which has a laterally-projecting 
tongue 12 at each side. Each wing pro 
jects beyond the end of the body portion 9 
of the blank, and the end thereof is round 
ed off. Oppositely-disposed holes 13 are 
formed in the projecting ends of the wings, 
which holes are a trifle larger in diameter 
than the width of the tongues 12. 
In forming up a link from the blank just 

described, the wings 10 are bent down along 
the lines 14 (see Fig. 4) to extend at right 
angles to the plane of the body portion, and 
the reduced end portion 11 is bent down 
along the transverse line 15 to form a rib 
16 which extends substantially at right an 
gles to the plane of the body and at right 
angles to the plane of the wings (see Fig. 
3). The tongues 12 extend far enough be 
yond the reduced portion 11, to extend 
through the holes of an adjacent link when 
inserted therein. 
A link thus formed up comprises the rec 

tangular body portion 9 having perforated 
lengthwise-extending wings 10 that extend 
at right angles to the body portion, and the 
crosswise extending reduced end portion 
16 extending in the same direction from the 
body portion as the wings and having the 
laterally-projecting tongues 12 at its sides, 
which are adapted to enter the holes in the 
wings of an adjacent link. 

In assembling a number of the links to 
form an endless chain, the tongues are in 
serted in the holes of adjacent links, when 
the wings are spread apart slightly, or be 
fore they are filly bent at right angles to 
the body portion, it being understood that 
the body portions of all the links are ar 
ranged to lie in line with each other when 
the chain is laid out flat. The end links are 
then linked together in the same manner, the 
two wheels inserted in the loop of the chain, 
and both wheels slipped on their axles or 
shafts of the toy for which the chain is in 
tended. 
The outer faces of the body portions 9 

form the traction surface of the chain; the 
wings 10 straddle the wheels as the inks 
pass around the same and act to prevent the 
chain from slipping of the wheels and the 
crosswise ribs 16 enter the spaces between 
the teeth of the wheels. 
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One of the toothed wheels on each side of 
the toy may be riven by a spring motor, as 
is common and well known in the toy art, 
and the chains may thereby he employed to 
propel the toy, or the chains may be trained 

() 

2) 

25 

around freely revolulle wheels of toys that 
arpulled long by a cord More or loss variation of the exact details 
sof construt'i joi is possible without depart 
ing fr. ln the spirit of this invention; I de 
sire, therefore, not to limit myself to the 
exact for in of the construction shown and 
described, but intend, in the following 
claims, to point out all of the invention dis 
closed herein. 

claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent: l. A toy tractor chain comprising linked 
sheet metal links, each comprising a rectan gular body portion having lengthwise-ex 
tending sile wings perforated at one end 
and disposed at right angles to said body 
portion, and a crosswise-extending rib dis 
posed at an angle to said body portion on 
the same side as said wings and having lat 
erally-projecting tongues adapted to enter 
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the perforations of the wings of an adja 
ceit link. 

2. An endless toy chain of the character 
(lescribcd, comprising linked sheet metal 
liaks, each comprising a body portion hav 
ing side wings 1. at right angles thereto 
and extending length wise of the link, said 
wings having oppositely-disposed holes at 
one end, said body portion having also a 
cris's wise-extending rib disposed at right 
: Igles theleto on the same side thereof as 
the wings and being formed with laterally 
projecting tongues entering the holes of the 
wings of an adjacent link. 

3. A toy tractor chain link formed of 
single piece of sheet metal having a rectan gillar body portion, lengthwise-extending 
perforated side wings disposed at right an 
gles to the lody portion, and a reduced end 
portion having a crosswise-extending part 
disposed at right angles to the body portion 
on the same side thereof as the wings and 
having laterally-projecting tongues adapted 
to enter the holes in the wings of the corre 
spondingly formed link. LOUIS STROHACKER. 
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