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UNITED STATES

2,202,088

PATENT OFFICE

2,202,088
FILING CABINET

James R. Clark, Rochester, N. Y., assignor to
Yawman and Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y,,
a corporation of New York.

Application October .24, 1936, Serial No. 107,372
7 Claims. (CL 120—16)

My invention relates to filing cabinets and es-
pecially filing cabinets having drawers adapted
to receive transversely disposed flle folders and
guides therefor. Many of the features of my in-

5 vention are concerned with the so-called ex-
panding type of filing cabinet drawer where,
without increasing the depth of the cabinet,
the effective depth of the drawer, when opened,
may be increased to permit a generous V open-

10 ing or swinging apart of the file guides and hold-
ers to facilitate the inspection of the desired
folder and its contents. Heretofore such expand-
ing has been secured by pivoting the drawer
front at its lower end to swing outwardly.

15 Among the objects of my invention are: The
provision of an expanding drawer of more eco-
nomical, sturdier and more positive construction,
smoother and quieter in operation; a power mul-
tiplying leverage mechanism for facilitating the

20 ready expansion of the drawer with less effort;

an improved latch and improved general lock for.

an expanding drawer; an improved automati-
cally operating front compressor and actuating
mechanism therefor; an expanding drawer fit-
95 ting a standard cabinet made for a plain or non-
expanding drawer; an improved mounting for
the case strip of the extensible drawer suspen-
sion; and an improved mounting for the cabinet-
carried latch member of the drawer latch.

30 The foregoing, together with further objects,‘

advantages and features of my invention are set
forth in the following description of a specific
embodiment thereof and illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, wherein:
g5 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the upper por-
tion of a filing cabinet embodying my invention;
Fig. 2 is & longitudinal vertical section through
the upper portion of the filing cabinet of Fig. 1,
taken in s plane within the right wall of the
40 cabinet, but without the right wall of the drawer,
and showing the upper drawer in closed position
and the lower drawer in open and expanded po-
sition;
Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-sectional view similar
43 to the upper portion of Fig. 2, but along the lon-
gitudinal center line of the drawer;
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but showing
the drawer in extended and expanded position;
Fig. 5 is a transverse section through a drawer,
5o taken on the line 5—5 of Fig. 4 and looking for-
wardly;
Fig. 6 is a detail vertical longitudinal section
of the drawer front and front compressor, taken
on the line 6—6 of Fig. 5; .
55 Fig. 7 is a plan cross-section of the rear right

corner of the cabinet and the assoclated drawer,
showing an optional detent catch for resiliently
holding back the body of the drawer until the
drawer has been expanded by a forward exten-
sion of the extensible front portion of the drawer, §
the section being taken on the line 7—17 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 8 is a vertical transverse section through
the drawer and adjacent portion of the cabinet,-
taken on the irregular line 8—8 of Fig. 3 and
showing the rear compressor in rear elevation; 10

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary longitudinal vertical
section through the lower front corner of the
drawer, on the line 9—8 of Fig. 5;

Fig. 10 is a bottom view, on reduced scale, of
the forward portion of the drawer; 15
Fig. 11 is a fragmentary transverse vertical

section of the drawer, taken on the line (I—I1

-of Fig. 2;

Fig. 12 is a perspective view looking from the
interior toward the inside of the left wall of the 20
cabinet, showing the case strip for the drawer
suspension and the cabinet-carried latch mem-
ber;

Pig. 13 is a fragmentary vertical transverse
section through the case strip and cabinet-car- g5
ried latch member, taken on the line 13—I3 of
Fig. 12; ’

Fig. 14 is a fragmentary plan section through
the drawer, in closed position, and associated
forward left-hand corner of the cabinet, show- 3¢
ing the latch mechanism and front compressor

. and taken on the line I14—i4& of Figs. 3 and 5;

Fig. 15 is a fragmentary plan section of the
rear right corner of the cabinet, taken on the
line 15—15 of Fig. 2, immediately below the top 35
of the cabinet;

Fig. 16 is a fragmentary vertical transverse
section through the right-hand drawer suspen-
sion, taken on the line 16—16 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 17 is a side elevation of a modified form 49
of pivotal mounting for the rear compressor.

The filing cabinet indicated generally at 20
embodying my invention, comprises side walls 21,

a rear wall 22 and a top 23. Each side wall af its
forward edge is turned around the forward edge 45
of a channel-shaped front upright 24 while the
rearward edge is turned rearwardly to embrace
the edge of the hack 22 and is supported by an
L-shaped rear upright 25. Horizontal front cross
rails 26 of hollow rectangular cross-section are g
secured between the front uprights 24 to define
the upper and lower margins of the drawer open-
ings. Case strips 27 (Fig. 12), of channel cross-
section, for the drawer suspension are mounted

above the cross rails 26 and secured at their re- g5
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spective ends -to the front and rear uprights 24
and 25. At its rear end, each case strip is se-
cured to the associated rear upright 25 by an
outwardly offset tongue 28 struck out from the
web of the channel and entering a slot 29 in the
adjacent wall of the upright 25. The tongue
28 is engaged in the slot 29 by a rearward move-

ment of the case strip. The forward end of the.

case strip is supported in the adjacent front up-
right 24 by downwardly directed and outwardly
offset tongues 30 which enter slots 31 in the in-
ner face of the web of the upright 24. After the
tongue 28 has been engaged by rearward move-
ment of the case strip, the tongues 30 are en-
gaged by lateral and downward movement. Then
the case strip is locked in _position by a cap
screw 32.

Referring to the transverse section of Fig, 8, the
intermediate or floating drawer suspension chan-
nel 33 carrying the rollers 34 works in the case
strip 27 and slidingly receives the outwardly di-
rected supporting flange 35 secured along the bot-
tom edge of the drawer designated generally as
36.

Still referring to the vertical transverse section
of Fig. 8, the drawer comprises a bottom 37 having
the usual depressed channel 38 along its middle
for the reception of the protruding locking tabs
of the file guides and drawer sides 39, the upper
edges of which are formed into offset channels 40.
The drawer also includes a rear wall 41 as indi-
cated in Fig. 3. These bottom, side and end walls
31, 39 and 41 constitute the body or main portion
of the drawer. The drawer front 42 also carries a
bottom wall 37’, sides 39’ and upper channels 40’
for the sides. These side and bottom walls are
generally similar to the associated side and bot-
tom walls of the main portion of the drawer and
are adapted to telescope therewith and extend
rearwardly from the drawer front, preferably
about 40% of the normal length of the drawer,
to provide a long telescoping bearing and conse-
quent sturdiness of alighment between the exten-
sible and main portions of the drawer. 'The mat-
ing side channel portions 40 and 40" preferably

- constitute the principal weight-sustaining teles-
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coping bearing for the extensible front portion of
the drawer. This telescoping relation is best il-
lustrated in the transverse vertical section of
Fig. 5. '

The supporting flange 35 for the drawer sus-
pension is secured only to the rearward portion
of the drawer; it need have no counterpart in
the forward or extensible portion. The upturned
marginal edge 43 of the drawer bottom 37, which
is secured as by spot welding to the bottom por-
tion of the drawer side 39, is preferably outwardly
offset at its upper edge to provide a slot 44 in
which the lower edge of the extensible drawer side
39’ reciprocates. This is shown in Fig. 5. The
bottom 37" of the extensible or front portion of
the drawer comprises a pair of laterally spaced
members, one on each side of the channel 38,
and these work in closed ways 45 defined by the
lower surface of the drawer bottom 37, longi-
tudinally disposed inner spacing strips 46, se-
cured as by spot welding, to the undersides of the
drawer bottom 387, the horizontal flanges of the
Z-shaped drawer supporting flanges 35 previously
mentioned, which horizontal flanges act as outer
spacers, and bottom plates 41, secured as by spot
welding, to the spacers 46 and the Z-shaped
flange members 35. The ways 45 effectively keep

the forward portion of the drawer in alignment, -

2,203,088
" as against lateral turning? with respect to the

main body of the drawer. .

At their forward ends the extension bottom
Pleces 31’ are connected to the drawer front by
down-bent forward flanges 48 which enter- the
rectangular tube-like enclosure formed at the
bottom of the drawer front, as shown in Fig. 6.
This attachment may be fixed as by spot welding

if desired, but preferably it is free, thereby afford- °

ing some flexibility to offset any manufacturing
variations, Each side wall 39’ is fixed at its for-
ward edge to the drawer front 42 by securing it,

as by spot welding, to the rearwardly directed

vertical flange 51 of the laterally protruding hol-
low portion 52 at the lateral edge of the front wall
49 of the drawer front, This is illustrated best
in Fig. 14 and in general follows the construction
shown in the applicant Clark’s previous Patent
No. 1,963,954 of June 26, 1934, except, of course,
that there the drawer was non-telescoping and
did not have overlapping sides.

A drawer handle 53 conveniently centrally lo-
cated is provided on the drawer front.

The forward movement of the main body of the
drawer is limited by the extensible suspension for
the drawer in the usual manner, by stops on the
floating or intermediate suspension channel 33,
and need not here be described. Forward exten-
sion of the drawer front and the sides and bot-
tom fixed thereto, relative to the rear or main
portion of the drawer, is limited by stops 54
struck down from the bottom portions 37’, as
shown in Figs. 9 and 10, which engage against the
-rearward edges of the bottom plates 47 defining
the ways 45. Inward telescoping of the front and
rear portions of the drawer is limited by the for-
ward edges of the drawer sides 39 and bottom 37
abutting the drawer front, a relationship shown,
for example, in Fig. 3. Inward movement of the
drawer body within, the cabinet is limited by a
rubber bumper 41’ which may be carried by either
the back wall of the cabinet or the back wall #1-of
the drawer body.

When the drawer is closed and the handle 53 is
pulled outwardly, either the extensible front por-
tion of the drawer pulls out first and then catches
the rear or body portion of the drawer and pulls
it along, or the two portions move forwardly to-
gether until' the main portion reaches the limit
of its travel and then the front portion pulls away
from it, or the two portions move together and
then the extensible front portion moves out-
wardly away from the body portion, before the
body portion has been pulled out to its full limit.
Especially if the drawer contains a number of
files, the weight of which is borne on the bottom
of the main portion of the drawer, and the drawer
handle is pulled forwardly quickly, the pull re-
quired to overcome the friction between the two
telescoping portions of the drawer is less than the
pull required to overcome the inertia of the files;
in such case the front portion of the drawer will
first be extended. On the other hand, if the han-
dle is pulled out slowly, the friction between the
two telescoping portions will draw the main por-
tion of the drawer along until the main portion
is stopped and the front portion extended rela-

- tively thereto.

If desired, in order to insure that the front
portion of the drawer will be moved to ex\tended
position relative to the body portion initiall upon
pulling out the drawer handle, a suitable friction
detent may be provided. One is illustrated in Fig.
7, which is a plan section of the rear right corner
of the cabinet and associated corner of the
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drawer. Here a spring finger §8 carried by the
cabinet engages a slot in a drawer-carried detent
member §6. The arrangement is such that the

pull required to release the finger 55 and free

the drawer is greater than that required to over-
come the Iriction between the télescoping por-
tions of the drawer, so that the rearward or body

‘portion of the drawer is held back until after the

front portion is extended.

When the drawer, with the front portion ex-
tended, is closed by pushing on the drawer front
or on the handle, the body portion of the drawer
is returned to its inmost position and the exten-
sible front portion telescoped to bring the drawer
front into closed position with the cabinet. In
closing, whether the telescoping takes place first
or the rearward movement of the main body por-
tion takes place first, is relatively immaterial and

depends chiefly upon whether the push is a sudden

one or g steady one.

The rear compressor 57 for the files is normally
set at a rearwardly inclined angle, as illustrated
in Figs. 3 and 4. It is adjustable forwardly and
rearwardly along the main portion of the drawer
to adapt itself to the total thicknesses of the files.
The rear compressor 57 will later be described in
more detail.

When the drawer is first opened for inspection
or removal of files, it is most convenient that all
of the files 58 and guides 59 be rearwardly in-
clined for more ready inspection of the guide and
file tabs in the process of finding the file to be in-
spected or removed. For the purpose of insuring
that when the drawer is pulled out for initial in-
spection, the files and guides will all be tilted back
in this convenient position, I provide a front com-
pressor 60 pivoted by a pintle 6la at its lower edge
to the forward end of the main drawer bottom 31,
rather than to the drawer front or extensible front
portion of the drawer. 'The piano-hinge pivotal
mounting of the lower end of the front compres-
sor 60 and the front end of the drawer bottom 31,
is shown in plan in Fig. 14 and in elevation at
Fig. 5.

The front compressor 60 is swung about its
pintle 61 by an actuating mechanism so arranged
that when the front and main portions of the body
are in fully telescoped relation, as in Fig. 3, the
compressor is swung rearwardly into substantial
parallelism with the rear compressor 51. This
is the position which the front compressor 60
will assume when the drawer is fully closed, as in
Fig. 3. When the front portion of the drawer is
expanded or extended, as in Fig. 4, the front com-
pressor 60 is. swung forwardly to a similar but
forward inclined position. The actuating mecha-
nism for accomplishing this swinging of the front
compressor 60, in response to the telescoping and
expansion of the front portion of the drawer rela-
tive to the main portion, includes a pair of sled-
runner shaped arms 61 of channel shaped cross-
section pivotally mounted upon the pintle 6ia,
one at each lateral edge of the front compressor
(Fig. 5) and interconnected at their upper ends
by a connecting rod 62 which extends within the
wedge-shaped space formed by a V-shaped chan-
nel 63 secured to the front side of the front com-
pressor 60 and extending forwardly therefrom.
The rod 62 working in the channel 63 constitutes
a lost motion connection between the arms 64
and the front compressor, but the arms and the
compressor are urged arcustely apart by a pair of
springs 64 in the respective channel arms 6{.
Each spring 64 comprises several turns about the
pintle 61a, one leg extending within the channel

3

of the arm 61 and the other leg extending within
the lateral marginal bead of the compressor 60, as
hest illustrated in Fig. 6. The lost motion referred
to, available against the resilience of the springs
64, permits the compressor 60, despite a rigid posi-
tioning of the arms 61, to swing forwardly to
adapt the compressor to increased or uneven
thicknesses of the files or guides near their upper
edges. In other words, the front compressor 60
does not necessarily have to assume a position in
parallelism with the rear compressor 57, if the
nature of the files precludes it.

" The channel arms 61 are swung forwardly and
backwardly by sliding connection with the drawer
front, which is conveniently accomplished by
slots 65 in lugs 66 struck rearwardly from the rear

wall 58 of the drawer front and into horizontal .

position, one of the arms 61, passing slidably
through each of the slots 65. The curvature given
the upper end of the arm 61 is that required in
view of the relative forward movement of the
pintle 6fa. By this connection between the drawer
iront and the arms 61, the arms are pulled for-
wardly to swing the front compressor 60 to its
forward position when the front portion of the
drawer is extended, and the arms are moved rear-
wardly to swing the compressor rearwardly back
to the position of Fig. 3, when the two portions of
the drawer are fully telescoped.

Rubber bumpers 67 are provided on the rear
face of the drawer front for quiet operation of
the compressor when it is swung to its forward
position. Where a locking rod 68 extends longi-
tudinally of the drawer for the purpose of holding
the guides in place by passing through holes in
the projecting tab portions of the guide which
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ride in the channel 38, the guide locking rod is

preferably made to telescope. In the drawings I
have illustrated the locking rod as comprising an
inner or slide rod 68a telescoping with a tubular
rod portion 68b. The foward end of the rod §8a
protrudes through the drawer front where it car-
ries a knurled screw 68c threaded in the drawer
front for removably holding the rod in place. The
portion 68a of the rod moves with the drawer front:
the tubular portion 68b stays with the main body
of the drawer and is held against longitudinal
displacement relative thereto by a spring clip 69
fixed to the bottom web of the channe! 38 and
having an upwardly turned end bearing against
the rod portion 68a and embracing the end of the
tubular portion 68b. When the entire rod is to be
removed, the screw 68¢ is loosened and the portion
68a pulled out through the drawer front, together
with the tubular portion 68b whose release is
effected by depressing the clip 69.

The drawer latch here illustrated is generally
similar to that disclosed in the previously men-
tioned Clark Patent No. 1,963,954, and comprises
a latch bolt 10 working within the hollow drawer
front 42 actuated by an external thumb piece T4
mounted conveniently near the handle 53 and
against the influence of a latch spring 72. The
outer end of the latch bolt 10 is rearwardly offset
and enters the hollow protruding lateral portion
52 of the drawer front formed as previously men-
tioned, by the return bending of the lateral edge
of the front wall 49 of the drawer front. Here
it engages a cabinet-carried latch hook 73 which,
as the drawer front is pushed into. closed position,
protrudes through o slot 74 in the rear face of
the hollow portion 52.

The cabinet-carried latch hook 713 however,

instead of being fixed as by spot welding to the
top flange of the case strip 21, following the dis-
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closure of the Clark patent, is mounted directly
upon the upright 24 by means of an upturned
bracket portion 15 integral with the latch hook
13. A lug 76 struck from the latch hook 13 is
offset outwardly from the plane of the bracket
portion T5 and enters a slot 17 in the inner web
face of the channel upright 24. The hook 73
is further locked in place by the screw 78. The
forward end of the top flange of the associated
case strip 27 is cut away, as indicated at 19, to
provide clearance whereby the mounting of the
latch hook 13 is directly upon the upright 24
and quite independent of the case strip 27. This
makes for a more accurate positioning of the
latch hook 13, despite any manufacturing in-
accuracies in the case strip. It also permits the
outer end of the case strip, upon removal of
its locking screw 32, to be lifted upwardly to dis-
engage the lugs 30 from the slots 31 and thereby
the removal of the case strip for repair or re-
placement, all without disturbing the latch hook
13 or the accuracy of its position. Any violent
jerks upon the handle 53 without releasing the
latch, are transferred directly to the upright 24
which directly distributes the pull over the entire
cabinet; there is no tendency, by jerking of the
still latched drawer, to loosen the secure anchor-
ing of the case strip.

When a filing cabinet is provided with a gen-
eral lock, merely engaging the general lock, which
is usually arranged at the rear of the cabinet,
with the rearward end of the drawer would not
suffice because it would not prevent the exten-
sion of the telescoping parts. To provide for
this I have shown in Figs. 2 and 15, a locking
extension strip 80 disposed along the side of
the drawer and anchored at its forward end,
by means of a strap 81 cut from, and outwardly
offset from, the right side wall 39" (Figs. 2 and
11) which strip 81 is engaged by a pair of opposed
spaced ears struck from the strip 80, and with
the rearward end of the strip 80 working in a
channel-shaped way 82 secured along the right
drawer side 39 (Figs. 2 and 7. The rearward
end of the strip 80 is slotted to peninsulate a
downwardly extending and slightly offset catch
83. When the drawer is closed, as in the instance

of the upper drawer of Fig. 2, this catch 83 en--

gages behind the end of a rearwardly extending
spring finger 84. One of these spring fingers
84 is secured to the vertically reciprocal general
lock bar 8% adjacent each drawer position. If
the drawer is closed while the lock bar 85 is
down, as in the instance of Fig. 2, the catch 83
rides along the inner surface of the somewhat
obliquely disposed spring finger 84, pushing the
latter outwardly until the catch 83 has passed the
end of the finger, when the finger snaps inwardly
to abut the forward edge of the catch 83. Here
the catch 83 is locked against forward movement
until the lock bar 85, carrying the spring fingers
84, is elevated. Through the strip 80 and its
connection with the extensible drawer side 39’,
the drawer front and the entire drawer is locked
against withdrawal from the cabinet.

The vertically reciprocable lock bar 85 is posi-
tioned and guided by lugs 86 (Fig. 7) struck out
from the outer faces of the webs of the adjacent
case strips 27. The general lock bar 85 is raised
and lowered by means of a bracket 87 at its upper
end, which has a bearing portion 88 embracing
the offset crank portion 89 of the general lock
shaft 90. The rearward end of the shaft 90 is
journaled in a bracket 91 and at its forward

- end is connected with a key control cylinder

oA .. s X
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lock 92 presented in the front face of the top
23. When the cylinder lock 92 is turned by its
key in one direction, it turns the shaft 90 through
180 degrees to lift the lock bar 85 and unlock
the drawers; when turned in the opposite direc-
tion, it lowers the lock bar 85 to lock the drawers
when closed.

The back compressor .51 comprises a plate 92
reinforced by rearwardly turned flanges at its
margins and supported by brackets 93 (Figs. 3
and 8). The transverse (in reference to the
drawer as a whole) legs 94, are secured to the
rearward side of the plate 92 by screws 95 and
positioning lugs 96 struck rearwardly from the
plate 92. The brackets 93 extend laterally be-
yond the plate 92 and into the channels 40
formed in the upper edges of the drawer sides
39, where the brackets 93 carry forwardly ex-
tending tapered legs 91. Each bracket leg 91
is pivoted at 98 to a compressor slide 99 of
channel cross-section and reciprocably mounted
in the channel 0. The front end of each bracket
leg 97 is engaged between the web of the slide
99 and an outwardly offset lip 100. The lip
{00 carries an inwardly pressed detent or catch
portion 101 above which the forward end of the
leg 97 of the bracket 93 normally rests. The
leg 97 in side elevation (Fig. 3) is of taper shape
so that the upper edge rides along the underside
of the top flange of the channel shaped slide 99.
By this means the rear compressor 51 is nor-
mally maintained in the rearwardly tipped angu-
lar position of Fig. 3 even though it be adjusted
backward or forward to accommodate the quan-
tity of files. .

If it is desired to tilt the rear compressor 57
to vertical position, as for instance when the
drawer is full and the compressor 57 is back to
the rear wall 41 and still more space is required,
the compressor is forcibly rotated counter-clock-
wise (Fig. 3) to overcome the latching effect of
the detents 10{ by springing the lips 100 inwardly
toward each other to permit the down springing
of the legs 97 to their lower or alternate positions
where the detent 101 will snap beyond the upper
edges of the forward ends of the legs 97 and
hold the compressor 57 in vertical position. :

Referring to Fig. 8, which shows a rear eleva-
tion of the compressor, the rear. compressor 57

"is locked in adjusted position longitudinally of

the drawer by & pair of locking levers 102, one
on each side of the compressor. Each locking

- lever 102 is pivoted upon the screw 95 and ex-

tends outwardly beyonc; the lateral edge of the
plate 92 and immediately behind the L-shaped
bracket 93 and engages one of the teeth 103
formed in the flange which depends from- the
inner edge of the top flange of the channel 40
at the upper edge of the drawer side 39. The
inner ends of the lévers 102 pass slidably through
slots 104 in the release member 105. The re-
lease member 105 is of channel-shaped ecross-
section, with the channel facing the rear side
of the plate 92 and the channel sides offset into
parallelism with the plate 92 and guided for
vertical reciprocation thereagainst by guide lugs
106 struck from the plate 92.

The release member 105 carries a finger hole
107 whereby the operator may conveniently lift
the release member {05 as guided by the lugs
106, and against the tension of a return spring
108 to swing upwardly to the dotted-line position
of Fig. 8. The inner ends of the levers 102 pass
through the slots 104 in the side flanges of the
channel-shaped release member (05. In this
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way the levers 102 are disengaged from the
teeth 103 to permit the longitudinal movement
of the back compressor to the desired position.

The levers 102 and legs 94 of the L-shaped
brackets 93 are preferably further positioned
against improper displacement from the com-
pressor by passing them through slots (09 in
the rearwardly directed lateral flanges of the
plate 92. 7

Forward movement of the rear compressor 51
is I'mited by a stop 110 struck in from the web

of the channel 40 near the forward end thereof

which is abutted by the forward end of the ad-
Jacent slide 99 when the compressor is moved to
its forwardmost position.;

In Fig. 17 I have shown a modified form of
pivotal supporting bracket for the back com-
pressor. This substitutes a positive lock for the
bracket instead of a friction detent. In Fig. 17
the bracket 93’ is bivoted to the slide 99’, but
the free end of the arm portion of the bracket
93’ is conformed to present a tapered free end.
A locking plate 108 slidably mounted by the re-
turn flanges of the channel-like slide 89, carries
an offset flange 109, whose respective upper and
lower edges may engage the upper and lower
edges 106 and 107 of the free end of the bracket
93’ for locking the bracket in either of its alter-
nate angular positions. To change to the al-
ternate position, the locking plate 108 is fric-
tionally slid away from the pivot 98, as by man-
ually engaging the offset flange 110, as far as
the stop (11 will permit. This clears the flange
109 from the path of the end of the bracket.

While I have described and illustrated these
specific embodiments of my invention, I con-
template that many changes and substitutions

‘may be made without departing from the scope

or spirit of my invention.

I claim:

1. The combination with a filing drawer to
he slidably received in a cabinet and having a
file receiving and supporting body portion and
& drawer front having a telescoping sliding sup-
port on the body portion for forward extension
relative to the body portion from a vertical
rearward position to a vertical forward position,
a drawer suspension for slidably mounting the
drawer in the csgbinet, a front compressor piv-
oted adjacent its bottom edge to the drawer body
portion, and means connecting the front com-
pressor with the drawer front and -operating
to swing the upper edge of the compressor for-
wardly. relative to its pivot as the drawer front
is extended to its ‘forward position relative to
the drawer body.

2. A drawer for slidable reception in a filing
cabinet, comprising a bottom for supporting files
and a front mounted on the drawer for exten-
sion relative to the bottom from g rearward ver-
tical position to a forward vertical position, a
front compressor for the files pivoted adjacent
its lower edge to the forward edge of the bottom,
and mechanism operated by the extension of the
drawer front for swinging the front compressor
about its pivot from g rearwardly inclined posi-
tion to a forwardly inclined position.

3. A filing cabinet drawer of sheet metal com-
prising a body having a bottom wall, & rear end
wall and a pair of side walls with channels
formed in the side walls along their upper edges,

5

and a drawer front having rearwardly extending
side walls with channels embracing and in tele-
scoping cooperation with the channels of the
drawer body for slidably mounting the drawer
front on the body for extension forwardly from
the body, the first mentioned channels opening
inwardly for receiving and slidably mounting
compressor-carrying slide members,

4. The combination with a filing drawer for
slidable reception in a cabinet and having a file
receiving body portion with a bottom on which
the files rest and having a drawer front, means
for slidably mounting the drawer front on the
body portion for movement between an extended
forward vertical position and & rearward vertical
position, a front compressor pivotally mounted
on the drawer body, and compressor swinging
means connected with the drawer ‘front and
operating to swing the compressor to a forwardly
inclined position when the drawer front is in
its forward extended position and to swing the
compressor to a rearwardly inclined position
when the drawer front is in its rearward position,
said swinging means including resilient means
yielding to resistance of the files to rearward
swinging of the compressor.

5. The combination of a filing drawer for slid-
able reception in a cabinet, a bottom for the
drawer for supporting files received within the
drawer, a front for the drawer, means for slid-
ably mounting the front on the drawer for ex-
tension therefrom in vertical position, a front
compressor for the files pivotally mounted at
its lower edge to the forward edge of the bot-
tom, an arm pivoted on the bottom and having
a curved portion at its end, a slotted member
carried by the front through which the curved
portion of the arm extends, 3 lost motion con-
nection between the arm and the compressor, and
spring ‘means urging the compressor away from
the arm to take up the lost motion of said con-
nection, the drawer front, in-moving to its ex-
tended position relative to the bottom, swinging

the upper edge of the ‘compressor forwardly to.

a forwardly inclined position.

6. The combination of a filing cabinet, a
drawer therefor having a body and an exten-
sible front, a drawer suspension for slidably
mounting the drawer body in the cabinet, means
for mounting the front on the body for sliding
extension therefrom in vertical position, a pull
handle on the drawer front, and cooperating
latch means on the drawer body and on the cab-
inet tending to hold the body against outward
withdrawal but yielding to permit withdrawal
under pull on the handle sufficient to extend
the front from the body. :

7. A filing cabinet drawer comprising a body,
means for slidably supporting the body in a cab-

-Inet, a front for the drawer, and means for slid-

ably mounting the front on the body for exten-
slon in vertical position from an inward vertical
positiox} to an outer extended. position relative
to the body, the body having a bottom for sup-
porting engagement with the lower edges of files
received in the drawer, the drawer body carry-
ing forward stop means for the base of the files
for maintaining without forward increase the
flle supporting area of the drawer bottom when
the front is extended. : :

. - JAMES R. CLARK.
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