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(57) ABSTRACT 

A fluid Supply and reservoir is proved which may be used in 
conjunction with a clothes refreshing appliance. A fluid 
cartridge has a top wall to which the nozzle assembly may 
be Secured, and a Supply of pressurized air is connected to 
the nozzle assembly to draw fluid from the reservoir into the 
nozzle assembly through a siphon tube by a venturi action. 
The air Supply may be provided through an air Supply 
arrangement which includes guide walls for positioning the 
nozzle assembly relative to the air Supply, and a resiliently 
mounted air Supply tube for mating with an air Supply 
opening in the nozzle assembly. An arrangement may also be 
provided in the reservoir to assure a constant fluid preSSure 
therein to provide a constant flow of fluid through the nozzle 
assembly 
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FLUID SUPPLY AND RESERVOIR FOR A 
CLOTHES REFRESHINGAPPLIANCE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to a fluid supply and 
reservoir useful in a clothes refreshing appliance, and more 
particularly, to a removable and Serviceable combination 
nozzle and cartridge or a cartridge uSeable in Such an 
appliance. 
0002. A clothes refreshing appliance is disclosed in U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,815,961. In such an appliance, provision is made 
for the introduction of moisture in the form of steam or mist. 

0003) While the provision of heat and moisture is ben 
eficial as disclosed, it would be an improvement in the art if 
there were provided an apparatus for introducing other 
materials, Such as liquids or fluids into the interior of the 
clothes refreshing appliance and into an air Stream flowing 
therethrough for application onto the clothes in the appli 

CC. 

0004. Also, it would be an improvement in the art if a 
fluid supply and reservoir were provided which permitted 
easy serviceability of the nozzle, refill capabilities of the 
cartridge, replacement with a new, filled cartridge, and ease 
of use and assembly of the fluid Supply and reservoir. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0005 The present invention provides an apparatus for 
dispensing fluids into the interior of a clothes refreshing 
appliance Such that the dispensed fluids are entrained into 
the air flow within the appliance to be deposited onto the 
clothes within the appliance. 
0006. In a preferred arrangement, the apparatus com 
prises a reservoir for containing fluid formulated to be 
Sprayed onto clothing articles carried in the clothes refresh 
ing appliance and a nozzle through which the fluid is to be 
dispersed. The nozzle may be separable from the reservoir 
for ease of replacement and Serviceability. Also, the entire 
reservoir may be formed as a cartridge which can be 
removable from the interior of the cabinet for replenishment 
of the fluid by refilling of the existing cartridge or replace 
ment with a new prefilled cartridge. 
0007 Preferably a source of compressed or pressurized 
air is provided which is used to dispense the fluid through 
the nozzle by means of a Venturi arrangement. Where the 
fluid cartridge is removable, guide arrangements are pro 
Vided to align the cartridge and nozzle assembly with the 
Source of compressed air in order to assuredly align the 
cartridge in an automatic manner without requiring exten 
Sive operation by the user. 
0008. In a particular embodiment, the fluid cartridge can 
be arranged to maintain a constant Siphon height for fluid 
contained within the cartridge in order to provide for con 
Sistent dispensing of the fluid. 
0009 Thus, the present invention provides several advan 
tages in a dispensing of fluid through the use of a separable 
and replaceable nozzle and fluid cartridge assembly includ 
ing: providing a readily Serviceable nozzle in that the nozzle 
can be replaced Separate and apart from the fluid cartridge, 
the fluid cartridge itself is changeable So a number of 
different chemistries can be used as fluids in different 
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prefilled cartridges, the cartridge is easily tillable and refill 
able so the various chemistries can be sold in bulk for 
economy to the user or the cartridge, which is easily 
replaceable can be provided Separately and prefilled, and the 
cartridges can be arranged to provide consistent dispensing 
through the use of an automatic Siphon height adjustment 
arrangement. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0010 FIG. 1 is a top, front perspective view of the 
clothes treating cabinet apparatus in which the present 
invention can be utilized. 

0011 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a fluid supply and 
reservoir embodying the principles of the present invention 
and illustrating its placement relative to a clothes treating 
cabinet apparatus. 
0012 FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the fluid supply and 
reservoir of FIG. 2. 

0013 FIG. 4 is a side view, partly in section, of the fluid 
supply and reservoir of FIG.2. 
0014 FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an alternate 
embodiment of a fluid Supply and reservoir embodying the 
principles of the present invention. 

0.015 FIG. 6 is a front elevational view of the fluid 
supply and reservoir of FIG. 5. 
0016 FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a pressurized air 
supply portion of the fluid supply and reservoir of FIG. 5. 
0017 FIG. 8 is an exploded view of the air supply 
portion of FIG. 7. 

0018 FIG. 9 is a front elevational view of a nozzle 
assembly of the fluid supply and reservoir of FIG. 5. 

0019 FIG. 10 is a side elevation exploded view of the 
nozzle assembly of FIG. 9. 

0020 FIG. 11 is a side sectional exploded view of the 
nozzle assembly of FIG. 9. 

0021 FIG. 12 is a rear elevational view of an embodi 
ment of a fluid cartridge portion of the fluid Supply and 
reservoir illustrated in FIG. 5. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

0022. The present invention relates to a fluid supply and 
reservoir in which fluid can be dispersed from the reservoir 
through a nozzle. The invention finds particular utility in a 
clothes treating apparatuS Such as a clothes refreshing appli 
ance of the type disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,815,961, the 
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. 
However, the present invention is not limited to use in Such 
an apparatus and can be used in a variety of apparatus and 
applications where a fluid is to be dispensed through a 
nozzle. 

0023 For purposes of providing an explanation of the 
present invention in a useful environment, this disclosure 
will describe a fluid Supply and reservoir incorporating the 
principles of the present invention in the environment of a 
clothes refreshing appliance. 
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0024. Referring to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a clothes 
treating apparatus generally at 10 which can be used for 
Steaming, de-wrinkling, deodorizing and otherwise treating 
clothing. The apparatus 10 includes a main housing or 
cabinet 12. The cabinet 12 forms an interior region 14 which 
comprises a Space for receiving clothing articles. One or 
more doors 16 are hingedly connected to the cabinet 12 for 
closing the interior region 14 formed by the cabinet 12. As 
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,815,961, various inlets and 
outlets (not all specifically shown here) are to be provided in 
the apparatus for conducting treated and untreated air into 
the interior region 14 and for exhausting air from the interior 
region. 

0.025 The present invention comprises a fluid supply and 
reservoir 20 which can be positioned within the interior 
region 14 of the cabinet to dispense fluid into the interior in 
atomized or vaporized form. 
0026. In a preferred arrangement a source of compressed 
or pressurized air 22 communicates with the fluid Supply and 
reservoir 20 through a Supply line 23 to assist in dispensing 
the fluid to the interior 14 of the clothes refreshing appliance 
10. Although the fluid supply and reservoir 20 is shown as 
being located near an upper end of the interior region 14 of 
the cabinet 12, it could also be located at an intermediate 
position or even in a lower position beneath the clothing 
articles. 

0027 FIGS. 2-4 illustrate a first embodiment of the fluid 
Supply and reservoir 20 where it is seen that there is an 
assembly of a fluid reservoir cartridge 24 and a dispensing 
nozzle assembly 26. The complete assembly is received on 
a shelf 28 which extends into the interior 14 of the clothes 
refreshing appliance 10 and an air Supply tube 30 leading 
from the Supply line 23 mates with a complementarily 
shaped tube 32 on the nozzle assembly 26 to supply the 
compressed or pressurized air to the nozzle assembly. The 
nozzle assembly 26 includes a siphon tube 34 having an 
open lower end surrounded by a filter element 36 which is 
received in the fluid cartridge 24 so that fluid in the cartridge 
is drawn through the filter element 36 and up the siphon tube 
34 into the nozzle assembly 26. A Standard Venturi arrange 
ment is provided within the nozzle assembly 26 such that the 
compressed or pressurized air received through tube 32 of 
the nozzle assembly will cause fluid to be drawn up through 
the siphon tube 34 from the fluid cartridge 24 and to be 
dispensed out through a nozzle opening 38 in the nozzle 
assembly 26. The nozzle assembly 26 can also include a cap 
portion 40 which is received on an upstanding wall 42 of the 
fluid cartridge 24 either by a Snap on, friction fit or Screw-On 
arrangement to hold the nozzle assembly 26 on the fluid 
cartridge 24 as a Single assembly. With the nozzle assembly 
26 removed, the resulting opening 44 within the upstanding 
wall 42 of the fluid cartridge 24 can act as an opening for 
filling or refilling the fluid cartridge 24. 

0028. Thus, in operation, the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 2-4 operates by first disassembling the nozzle assem 
bly 26 from the fluid cartridge 24 as shown in FIG. 3, in 
order to Supply an appropriate fluid to the interior of the fluid 
cartridge 24. The nozzle assembly 26 is then reunited with 
the fluid cartridge 24 so that the filter element 36 will be 
positioned closely adjacent to a bottom of the fluid cartridge 
as shown in FIG. 4. This assembly is then placed onto the 
shelf 28 and moved rearwardly so that the air supply tube 30 
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will mate with the tube 32 of the nozzle assembly 26. 
Preferably these two tubes 30, 32 can be conically shaped to 
provide a tight seal between the two tubes. Then, when 
compressed or pressurized air is Supplied through the tubes 
30 and 32 to the nozzle assembly 26, fluid is drawn up into 
the nozzle assembly 26 and the combined fluid and air is 
dispensed through the nozzle opening 38. 
0029. Another embodiment of a fluid supply and reser 
voir is shown at 50 in FIGS. 5 and 6. 

0030 Again the fluid supply and reservoir 50 includes an 
assembly of a fluid reservoir cartridge 52 and a dispensing 
nozzle assembly 54. The complete assembly is received on 
a shelf 56 having a Surface area which is Substantially planar 
and which extends into the interior 14 of the clothes refresh 
ing appliance 10 Similar to the manner described above. In 
this embodiment, an air supply assembly or dock 58 is 
provided above the nozzle assembly 54. The air supply 
assembly 58 is retained within the interior of the clothes 
refreshing appliance 10 while the nozzle assembly 54 and 
fluid cartridge 52 are removable and replaceable relative to 
the clothes refreshing appliance 10. 
0031. The air supply assembly 58 is shown in greater 
detail in FIGS. 7 and 8 where it is seen that there is a guide 
member 60 which can be secured to a relatively horizontal 
top wall of the interior region 14 of the clothes refreshing 
appliance 10 by appropriate fastenerS 62. The guide member 
60 includes a horizontal plate 64 that has a first downwardly 
extending wall 66 formed at one edge which acts as a stop 
member for the nozzle assembly 54 as shown in FIG. 6. 
0032. A second downwardly extending wall 68 is pro 
Vided at right angles to the Stop wall 66 and acts as a guide 
for the nozzle assembly 54 as is described below. 
0033 Centrally in the plate member 64 is an opening 70 
through which extends an air Supply tube 72 having an 
opening 74 in a lower end thereof. The lower end has a 
partially spherical shaped Surface 76 to mate with a shaped 
surface in the nozzle assembly 54 as described below. The 
air tube 72 extends upwardly through an upper horizontal 
plate member 78 and a vertical tube 80 to where it is 
connected to a flexible tube comprising the compressed or 
preSSurized air Supply line 23. 
0034. The air tube 72 engages a spring 82 such that the 
air tube 72 can move vertically within the tube 80, but is 
spring biases the air tube 72 downwardly so that it will press 
into tight engagement with the nozzle assembly 54 as 
described below. 

0035) The nozzle assembly 54 is shown in FIGS. 9-11 
and is comprised of Several parts. The various parts include 
a housing 90, a fluid nozzle 92, an outlet nozzle 94, a cap 96, 
a flexible siphon tube 98 and a filter element 100. The siphon 
tube 98 has an open bottom end 102 which is inserted and 
captured in the filter element 100. The cap 96 has a central 
opening 104 which allows the siphon tube 98 to loosely pass 
through the cap and up into the interior of the housing 90. 
The fluid nozzle 92 is horizontally arranged and has a 
rearward facing nipple 106 into which a Second open end 
108 of the siphon tube 98 attaches by a friction fit. Thus, a 
fluid communication path is provided from the filter element 
100 through the siphon tube 98 to the fluid nozzle 92. 
0036) The cap 96 has an outwardly and downwardly 
flared outer circumference 110 which is received in an 
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opening 112 formed in the bottom of the housing 90. Walls 
114 of the housing are provided with a series of vertical slits 
116 which permit the walls 114 to spread slightly as the cap 
96 is inserted into the opening 112. The walls 114 are 
preferably formed of a resilient plastic material So that the 
cap 96 will be resiliently and frictionally held in the housing 
90 as it is pressed upwardly into the opening 112. The outer 
nozzle 94 has a conically shaped wall 118 which is placed 
in a Surrounding relationship with an open end 120 of the 
fluid nozzle 92 and then the outer nozzle 94 is secured to the 
housing 90, Such as by heat Staking or other appropriate 
CS. 

0037. A forward end of the outer nozzle 94 includes an 
opening 122 through which a mixture of fluid entrained by 
Venturi action and air can be dispensed. The housing 
includes a depression 124 at a top wall thereof which 
includes a passage 126 communicating with a chamber 128 
that, in turn, communicates with the conical chamber Sur 
rounding the open end 120 of the fluid nozzle 92. The 
Surface 124 is shaped, Such as in the form of a conic, So as 
to mate in a Sealing fashion with the partially Spherical 
surface 76 of the air tube 72 described above with respect to 
FIGS. 7 and 8. Thus, there is a flow path for the pressurized 
air leading from the air tube 72 through passage 126 and into 
chamber 128 and out through outer nozzle opening 122. 
Through the known venturi effect, the flow of air passing 
from chamber 128 through nozzle opening 122 will draw 
fluid through opening 120 in fluid nozzle 92, which fluid is 
drawn up through the siphon tube 98 and filter element 100. 
0038. The housing 90 also has a slot 130 formed in a top 
wall 132 for receiving the Second downwardly depending 
wall 68 of the air supply member 60. The slot 130 includes 
outwardly flared sidewalls 134. Thus, as the nozzle assem 
bly 54 is inserted in relationship to the air supply device 58, 
the user can readily aligned the slot 130 with the second wall 
68 so that the nozzle assembly 54 will be arranged in proper 
alignment with the air supply device 58 such that the air 
supply tube 72 will properly seat in the depression 124 of the 
housing 90. The insertion motion of the nozzle assembly 54 
relative to the air supply device 58 will be stopped by the 
first downwardly depending wall 66 which will be engaged 
by a sidewall 140 of the housing 90 as best seen in FIG. 6. 
In this manner the depression 124 in the housing 90 will be 
properly aligned with the air supply tube 72 in both a 
front-to-rear and Side-to-Side direction. The Spring loaded 
yet vertically movable air supply tube 72 will be permitted 
to first ride upwardly on the sloped top wall 132 of the 
housing (as seen in FIG. 9) and then to be captured in the 
depression 124 as described. 
0.039 The fluid cartridge 52 is shown in greater detail in 
FIGS. 12 and 13 where it is seen that the cartridge 52 is 
essentially a relatively large hollow reservoir or container 
body for receiving a fluid 150 formulated to be sprayed onto 
the clothing articles carried in the clothes refreshing appli 
ance. The cartridge includes a top wall 152 which has a first 
upstanding wall 154 formed thereon which receives the cap 
96 of the nozzle assembly 54. The upper portion of the 
nozzle assembly 54 is not illustrated in FIG. 12 for purposes 
of clarity. The cap 96 can be retained on the wall 154 by 
means of a Snap fit connection, a friction fit or a Screw thread 
connection. That is, generally, the wall 154 has a Surface 
configuration arranged to Securely connect with the cap 96 
which forms a connection element for the nozzle. The wall 
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154 surrounds an opening 156 in the top wall through which 
the siphon tube 98 can extend. The filter element 100 can 
extend down to essentially rest on or be positioned just 
above a horizontal bottom wall 158 of the cartridge 52. 

0040. The top wall 152 has a second upstanding wall 160 
which leads to a Second opening 162 which can be used for 
filling or re-filling the cartridge with appropriate fluids. A 
Second cap 164 may be provided to Sealingly close, by 
means of a Seal member Such as an O-ring 163, the opening 
162 and can be retained on the wall 160 by appropriate 
means including Screw threads, friction fit, Snap fit or other 
known removable fastening arrangements. 

0041. In a preferred arrangement, a mechanism may be 
provided for assuring a consistent dispensing of fluid from 
the cartridge. If no special arrangement were provided, the 
dispensing of fluid from the cartridge would vary as the 
depth of fluid in the cartridge varies. In order to provide a 
more consistent flow at all depths of fluid within the car 
tridge, a cylindrical wall 170 may be provided which can be 
secured to the nozzle assembly cap 96 and which extends 
downwardly into the cartridge, but terminates above the 
floor 158 of the cartridge. 

0042. A slot or other opening 172 is provided near a 
bottom end of the cylindrical wall 170. The interior of the 
cylindrical wall 170, above the fluid level is open to atmo 
sphere through the opening 104 in the cap and the slot 130 
in the housing 90, however, the interior of the cartridge 52 
above the fluid level is not open to atmosphere, but rather is 
sealed off from atmosphere by the cap 164. Thus, as fluid is 
withdrawn from the cartridge 52, a vacuum develops above 
the fluid level in the cartridge, thus preventing the fluid level 
in the cartridge from lowering. However, fluid within the 
cylindrical wall 170 is exposed to atmospheric pressure and 
thus the level does drop within the cylindrical wall 170 until 
the fluid level reaches the top of the opening 172, as shown 
at 174 in FIG. 12. As the fluid level drops below the top of 
the opening 172, air will be drawn from within the cylin 
drical wall 170 into the main portion of the cartridge 52 thus 
reducing the vacuum and permitting Some fluid from the 
cartridge to flow up into the interior of the cylindrical wall 
until the fluid level is again restored at the top of the opening 
172. Hence, the fluid pressure within the cartridge 52 will 
Stabilize at that pressure corresponding to the column of 
fluid with a height from the floor 158 of the cartridge up to 
the top of the opening 172, and the preSSure will remain 
relatively constant until the overall fluid level drops below 
the top of the opening. 

0043. It will be appreciated that the cartridge 24, 52 can 
be configured differently than shown in the illustration of the 
preferred embodiment and Still incorporate the principles of 
the present invention. For example, even though the pre 
ferred embodiments illustrate a top wall having one or two 
openings therein Surrounded by walls, the cartridge could be 
formed with a removable upper Section which is replaced by 
a nozzle assembly, Such that the entire top Surface of the 
cartridge is removed when in use. Also, the opening for 
filling or refilling of the cartridge could be located at a 
location other than a top Surface, as could the connection for 
the nozzle. The preferred embodiments illustrate a surface of 
the cartridge which is engageable with a Supporting Surface 
of the clothes refreshing device. Although the preferred 
arrangements illustrate a Substantially planar Surface area of 
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the cartridge engagable with a Substantially planar Support 
ing Surface in the clothes refreshing device, other Surface 
configurations could be used as well including footed Sur 
faces, curved Surfaces, etc. 
0044 AS is apparent from the foregoing specification, the 
invention is susceptible of being embodied with various 
alterations and modifications which may differ particularly 
from those that have been described in the preceding Speci 
fication and description. It should be understood that we 
wish to embody within the scope of the patent warranted 
hereon all Such modifications as reasonably and properly 
come within the Scope of our contribution to the art. 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows: 
1. A fluid Supply and reservoir comprising: 
a fluid cartridge; 
a nozzle assembly Securable to Said fluid cartridge, 
Said nozzle assembly including: 

a fluid inlet for receiving a Supply of fluid from Said 
fluid cartridge, 

a siphon tube extending from Said inlet into Said fluid 
cartridge and a filter element positioned on a free end 
of Said Siphon tube, 

a fluid nozzle opening for Said fluid in communication 
with Said Siphon tube, 

an air inlet for receiving a Supply of pressurized air, an 
air nozzle opening for Said pressurized air in com 
munication with Said air inlet, 

a chamber between Said air nozzle opening and Said air 
inlet, 

Said fluid nozzle opening being positioned in Said 
chamber adjacent Said air nozzle opening. 

2. A fluid Supply and reservoir according to claim 1, 
wherein Said fluid cartridge has a top wall and Said nozzle 
assembly is Securable to Said top wall, wherein Said top wall 
has an opening Surrounded by an upstanding wall, and Said 
nozzle assembly is removably Securable to Said upstanding 
wall with Said Siphon tube extending through Said opening 
into an interior of Said fluid cartridge. 

3. A fluid Supply and reservoir according to claim 2, 
wherein Said top wall has a single opening therein. 

4. A fluid Supply and reservoir according to claim 2, 
wherein Said top wall has a plurality of openings therein. 

5. A fluid Supply and reservoir according to claim 2, 
wherein Said nozzle assembly is Secured to Said upstanding 
wall by means of threads formed on an exterior of said 
upstanding wall and mating threads formed on Said nozzle 
assembly. 

6. A fluid reservoir and air Supply comprising: 
a fluid cartridge; 
a nozzle assembly Securable to Said fluid cartridge, 
a pressurized air Supply; 

Said nozzle assembly having an air inlet opening for 
receiving a Supply of preSSurized air from Said 
preSSurized air Supply and a Sealing Surface adjacent 
Said opening; 
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Said pressurized air Supply having an air Supply tube 
with an outlet opening and a Sealing Surface adjacent 
Said opening for Sealingly mating with Said Sealing 
Surface adjacent Said inlet opening engageable with 
Said air inlet of Said nozzle assembly; 
Said nozzle assembly including a fluid inlet for 

receiving a Supply of fluid from Said fluid car 
tridge with a siphon tube extending from Said fluid 
inlet; and 

Said nozzle assembly including an outlet for dis 
charging a mixture of fluid and preSSurized air. 

7. A fluid reservoir and air Supply and reservoir according 
to claim 6, wherein Said air Supply tube is resiliently biased 
into engagement with an air inlet opening in Said nozzle 
assembly. 

8. A fluid reservoir and air Supply according to claim 7, 
wherein Said nozzle assembly comprises a housing which 
includes a shaped concave Surface at Said air inlet opening 
to Sealingly mate with a convexly shaped Surface formed on 
an end of Said air Supply tube. 

9. A fluid reservoir and air Supply according to claim 6, 
wherein Said cartridge has a top wall with at least one 
opening therethrough Surrounded by a wall and Said nozzle 
assembly is Securable to Said top wall of Said fluid cartridge 
at Said Surrounding wall. 

10. A fluid reservoir and air Supply according to claim 9, 
wherein Said nozzle assembly includes a cap engageable 
with Said wall Surrounding Said opening in Said top wall to 
Secure Said cap to Said fluid cartridge and Said nozzle 
assembly includes a housing with an opening therein to 
Snugly receive Said cap and loosely receive Said Siphon tube. 

11. A fluid reservoir and air Supply according to claim 10, 
wherein Said housing includes a wall with slits interSecting 
Said cap opening Such that Said cap opening is resilient. 

12. A fluid reservoir and air Supply according to claim 10, 
wherein Said fluid cartridge is Sealed from atmospheric 
preSSure and include a cylindrical wall depending from 
around Said top wall opening and has a lower opening 
positioned a predetermined distance above a bottom wall of 
Said cartridge, the interior of Said cylindrical wall being open 
to atmospheric pressure. 

13. A fluid reservoir and air Supply according to claim 6, 
wherein Said air Supply includes an assembly with a guide 
wall engageable with Said nozzle assembly to align said 
nozzle assembly with Said air Supply assembly in a first 
direction. 

14. A fluid reservoir and air Supply according to claim 13, 
wherein Said nozzle assembly includes a housing with a slot 
for receiving and aligning with Said guide wall of Said air 
Supply assembly. 

15. A fluid Supply and reservoir according to claim 14, 
wherein Said slot includes outwardly flared open ends to 
assist in the guidance of Said guide wall into Said slot. 

16. A fluid Supply and reservoir according to claim 15, 
wherein Said guide wall comprises a Stop for engagement by 
Said nozzle assembly. 

17. A fluid Supply and reservoir according to claim 6, 
wherein Said nozzle assembly includes a fluid nozzle in 
communication with Said Siphon tube and Spaced from Said 
outlet. 

18. A clothes refreshing appliance comprising: 
a cabinet having an interior region for receiving clothing 

articles to be treated; 
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a Supply of preSSurized air; 
a removable and replaceable fluid reservoir; 

a nozzle assembly removable and replaceable from Said 
cabinet with Said fluid reservoir and having an air 
inlet for receiving pressurized air from Said Supply, 
a fluid inlet for receiving fluid from said reservoir 
and a nozzle outlet for dispensing a mixture of Said 
fluid and air into Said interior region. 

19. A clothes refreshing appliance according to claim 18, 
wherein Said nozzle assembly and fluid reservoir are replac 
ingly detachable from each other Such that either said nozzle 
assembly or said fluid reservoir could be removed and 
replaced with a new nozzle Supply or fluid reservoir relative 
to the other. 

20. A clothes refreshing appliance according to claim 18, 
wherein Said nozzle assembly and fluid reservoir are replac 
ingly detachable from each other Such that either said nozzle 
assembly or said fluid reservoir could be removed and 
cleaned or refilled, respectively, relative to the other. 

21. A reservoir for use with a clothes refreshing device, 
Said clothes refreshing device having a space for receiving 
clothing articles and including a nozzle Supplied with pres 
Surized air for dispensing a fluid onto Said clothing articles, 
Said reservoir comprising a container body having a Surface 
engagable with a Supporting Surface within Said clothes 
refreshing device, Said container body including a closable 
opening defining a fluid connection to Said nozzle, and Said 
container including a Supply of fluid formulated to be 
Sprayed onto Said clothing articles carried in Said clothes 
refreshing device. 

22. A reservoir according to claim 21, wherein Said 
container body includes a top Surface having at least one 
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opening therein, Said opening being defined by an upstand 
ing wall having a Surface configuration arranged to Securely 
connect with a connection element for Said nozzle. 

23. A reservoir according to claim 22, wherein Said 
container body includes two openings in Said top Surface, 
one opening having a Sealable cap received thereon through 
which additional fluid can be Supplied to an interior of Said 
container body. 

24. A reservoir according to claim 23, wherein Said one 
opening and Sealable cap include a Seal member arranged 
therebetween. 

25. A reservoir according to claim 22, wherein Said 
Surface configuration comprises external threads for engag 
ing with internal threads on Said connection element for Said 
nozzle. 

26. A reservoir according to claim 21, including a remov 
able closure element for Said closable opening, said closure 
element engaging Said closable opening in a liquid tight 

C. 

27. A reservoir according to claim 26, wherein Said 
closure element comprises a removable cap and Said clos 
able opening comprises a wall Surrounding an opening, Said 
wall and Said cap being engagable in a liquid tight manner. 

28. A reservoir according to claim 27, wherein said wall 
and Said cap include a Seal member arranged therebetween. 

29. A reservoir according to claim 28, wherein Said Seal 
member comprises an O-ring. 

30. A reservoir according to claim 21, wherein said 
container body Surface includes a Substantially planar Sur 
face area engagable with a Substantially planar Supporting 
Surface in Said clothes refreshing device. 

k k k k k 


