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2 Claims.

This invention relates to a shoe rack.

An object of the invention is to provide a
shoe rack that can be mounted upon the interior
of a closet door or any other suitable support
which will serve to support or rack shoes ade-
quately.  In the conventional shoe rack there
are spaced horizontal bars on which shoes are
deposited. The upper of these bars is designed
to engage the forward edge of the heel in such
a manner that the sole of the shoe rests against
the lower bar of the rack. These racks frequently
are located in a dark portion of a clothes closet
so that difficulty is experienced in selecting from
the rack the desired pair of shoes. Such racks
are also disadvantageous in that they .are in-
capable of supporiing wedge type shoes or those
shoes wherein the bottom surface of the heel is
flush with the sole with no recess or shoulder
at the forward part of the heel. By means of
the present invention shoes of all types whether
equipped with the conventional heel or with
wedges may be satisfactorily mounted on the
rack and if the rack is mounted on a closet door,
the shoes on the rack will he swung into an open
bosition that is usually well lighted to facilitate
selection of the desired pair of shoes from the
rack.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a shoe rack that is of simple, sturdy, and inex-
pensive construction.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
which will be made manifest in the following
detailed description and specifically pointed out
in the appended claims, reference is had to the
accompeanying drawing for an illustrative embodi-
ment of the invention, wherein:

Figure 1 is g partial view in front elevation
of the shoe rack embodying the present inven-
tion; and

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken approximately
upon the line 2—2 upon Fig. 1.

Referring to the accompanying drawing where-
in similar reference characters designate similar
parts throughout, the improved rack comprises
a horizontal supporting bar 10 which may be
formed of wood or any other suitable material,
This supporting bar preferably has apertures 11
therein designed to receive screws or equivalent
fastening devices {2 for mounting the support-
ing bar on a suitable stpport such as a closet
door D.

The bar 18 has a flat upper surface 13 and
a flat forward surface 14 and may be ornamen-
tally molded as at [5 adjacent its boftom. On
the rack there are a plurality of individual shoe
supports. Each support comprises a length of
relatively heavy wire bent centrally to provide
a toe-engaging portion 16 which is disposed up-
wardly and forwardly of the bar 10 so that when
a shoe S is mounted thereon the top of the
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shoe above the heel will naturally swing or rest
against the forward surface 14 of the bar. From
the toe-engaging portion 16 the sides of the wire
spread downwardly and rearwardly slightly and
then slightly contract as indicated at i1. 'The
sides are preferably bent slightly downwardly and
rearwardly as indicated at 18 in Fig. 2. Adjacent
their lower ends the sides of the wire are bent
horizontally rearwardly as at 19 over the top
surface 13. The downwardly extending portions
20 may be equipped with sharpened points and
are driven into the bar 10.

In applying shoes S to the rack, each shoe is
slipped over its support and is lowered until the
toe-engaging portion 16 engages the toe of the
shoe. If the toe of the shoe is open, as has been
the case with some forms of women’s shoes; the
toe-engaging portion 16 engages the sides of the
shoe adjacent the open toe. The upper portion
of the shoe normally swings and rests against
the forward surface {4 although this is not essen-
tial to the construction.

If the rack is mounted on a closet door, all
of the shoes mounted thereon are swung by the
door when opened into a readily- accessible posi-
tion. All of the shoes on the rack are readily
available for inspection purposes in making a
selection.

From the above-described construction it will
be appreciated that the improved shoe rack is
relatively simple in construction, durable in de-
sign, and relatively inexpensive, and that it will
support shoes in the desired position regardless
of whether the shoes have shoulder forming
heels or wedges.

Various changes may be made in the details
of construction without departing from the spirit
or scope of the invention as defined by the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. A shoe rack comprising a supporting bar, and
a plurality of shoe supports thereon, each sup-
port being in the form of a wire bent centrally
to form a toe-engaging portion, and sides which
spread slightly and then contract in extending
downwardly and rearwardly from the toe-engag-
ing portion, the lower ends of the sides being
bent horizontally rearwardly over the top of the
bar and then extending downwardly into the bar.

2. A shoe rack comprising a supporting bar,
and s plurality of shoe supports thereon, each
support being in the form of a wire bent cen-
trally to form a toe-engaging portion, and sides
which spread slightly and then contract in ex-
tending downwardly and rearwardly from the
toe-engaging portion, the lower ends of the sides
being bent horizontally rearwardly over the top
of the bar and then extending downwardly into
the bar and being pointed.
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