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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, JoHN F. GETTY, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Davis, in
tl}e.county of Tucker and State of West Vir-
ginia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Car-Seals; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My said invention consists in an improved
construction and arrangement of parts of a
car orbaggage seal, whereby a seal is provided
which, while being inexpensive and simple in
strueture, is very secure for the purpose in-
tended, convenient to use and easily operated,
as willbe hereinafter more fully deseribed and
claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a side elevation of one of
my improved seals as it appears when in use;
Fig. 2, a view of the reverseside of the body
thereof; Fig. 3, a central longitudinal section
through the body of the seal showing the
shackle and key engaged as when in use; Fig.
4, a similar view showing the internal for-
mation more plainly, the shackle being omit-
ted and the key shown in dotied lines only in
the position it occupies before sealing; Fig.
5,a view of the key separately; Fig.6,a view
of the shackle separately; Fig. 7, a view show-
ing one end of the shackle molded in the body
of theseal, which body is also shown of a modi-
fied form,and Fig. 8, a view of a modified form
of key which may be used when preferred.

In said drawings the portions marked A
represent the body of the seal, B the key, and
C the shackle.

The seal body, A, may, as will be readily
understood, be of the substantially rectangu-
lar form shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4, or the
circular form shown in Fig. 7, or of any other
form desired. It is formed with a vertical
aperture, a, extending from its top to within
a short distance of its bottom of a sunitable’
size to receive the loops on the ends of the
shackle, C, and with a longitudinal aperture,
o/, extending from one of its ends in to in-
tercept and cross the aperture, a. Said ap-

erture, a’,1is of a size to just receive the key,

B, and has notches, a® and a?, formed in its
edge walls with which said key engages, as
will be presently described. Said body, A, is
preferably molded from metal, glass, clay or
any other material desired and found suitable.

The key, B, is adapted to slide in the aper-

ture or key-way, a’, in the body of the seal..

It is provided with a spring finger or catch,
b, which extends outwardly from its opposite
edges (or from one edge only, if preferred)
toward the outer end of said key, and engages
with the notch, of, before sealing, as indicated
by dotted linesin Fig.4,and with the notches,
a? when sealed, as shown in Fig. 3. While I
regard the form of key shown in Fig. 5,formed
of wire, as very desirable for the purpose, yet,
as will be readily understood, it might be
formed of wood or metal, as shown in Fig. 8.
Whatever form is used, however, the outer
end, b’, is formed to correspond in size and
shape to the size and shape of the mouth of
the aperture, a’, so as to fill and completely
close said mouth when the operation of seal-
ing has been completed, thereby effectually
preventing any tampering with said seal by
the insertion of any tool, without mutilating
and destroying the seal.

The shackle, C, is preferably of wire as
usual, and may be free from the body of the
seal with a loop on each end, as shown in Fig.
6, or one of its ends may be molded in the
body of the seal as shown in Fig. 7, with a
single loop on its free end. Flat wire with
perforated-instead of looped ends would, of
course, be the full equivalent of that shown.

As indieated in Figs. 1 and 2, the name of
the road using the seal, the name of the place
where used, the number of the seal, and any
other brief memoranda orregistry matter may
be placed upon the faces of the bady of the
seal, either when molded, or in any manner
desired. ‘

In operation the key, B, is first inserted in
the aperture, ¢/, until the cateh, b, engages
the noteh, ¢?, the shackle, C, having been en-
gaged with the ear fastening, its looped por-
tion is inserted in the vertical aperture until
the loop or perforation registers with the lon-
gitudinal aperture, ¢’, when the key is pushed
in until the ecatches, b, engage the notches, a?
its inner end passing through said loop to be-
yond the aperture, a. The catches, b, spring
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out into the notches, o the outer faces of
which are formed to prevent any possible dis-
engagement, and the end, b/, of the key fills
and completely eloses the mouth of the aper-
ture, a’, thus effectnally completing the seal-
ing operation, and securing against any possi-
ble tampering not eapable of ready detection.

Having thus fully described my said inven-
tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A car or baggage seal, consisting of a
body having a vertical aperture, and an in-

tersecting transverse aperture with notches

in its edge walls, 8 key formed with .spring
catches on its edges adapted to be inserted
in said transverse aperture and said catches
to engage said notches, and a shackle with its
ends looped and adapted to be inserted in
said vertical aperture, substantially as set
forth. ’

2. A carseal, composed of a body provided
with intersecting apertures, a shackle with its
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ends adapted to be inserted in one of said ap-
ertures, and a key adapted to beinserted in
the other of said apertures and engage with
said shackle, said key being provided with
spring catches which engage with notches in
walls of said aperture, whereby it is secured
in place, substantially as set forth.

3. Thecombination, in a car orbaggage seal,
of the body, A, formed with the aperture, a,
and the aperture, ¢/, with notches, a? and af,
in its edge walls, the key, B, having spring
catches, b, and the shackle, C, adapted to be
inserted in said aperture, a, and be engaged
by said key when inserted in said aperture,
o/, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JNO. F. GETTY.

Witnesses:
H. A. MEYER,
C. E. SmiTH.
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