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(57) ABSTRACT

A liquid system for a motor vehicle has at least one supply
line which can be supplied with a liquid, and at least one
functional unit which can be arranged on a movable com-
ponent of the motor vehicle and is connected in a commu-
nicating manner to the supply line. The supply line has at
least one immovable line portion which can be arranged on
an immovable component of the motor vehicle and at least
one movable line portion which can be arranged on the
movable component and is connected to the functional unit.
In order to ensure a leakage-proot supply of the functional
unit with the liquid, the supply line has at least one rotary
coupling via which the immovable line portion is connected
in a communicating manner to the movable line portion.

11 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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LIQUID SYSTEM AND MOTOR VEHICLE
COMPRISING SUCH A LIQUID SYSTEM

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The invention relates to a liquid system for a motor
vehicle, having at least one supply line which is capable of
being supplied with a liquid and having at least one func-
tional unit which is arrangeable on a movable component of
the motor vehicle and which has a communicating connec-
tion to the supply line, wherein the supply line has at least
one immovable line portion, which is arrangeable on an
immovable component of the motor vehicle, and at least one
movable line portion, which is arrangeable on the movable
component and which is connected to the functional unit.

The invention furthermore relates to a motor vehicle
having at least one immovable component of a body of the
motor vehicle and having at least one movable component
which is connected to the immovable component pivotably
about a pivot axis.

A motor vehicle has a body on which components are
movably arranged. For example, vehicle doors are arranged
on the sides of the body and are connected pivotably to the
body by means of hinges. A luggage compartment hood or
engine hood at the front or rear is also connected pivotably
to the body by means of hinges.

On a correspondingly movable vehicle component, there
may be arranged a functional unit which must be supplied
with electrical energy or with a fluid in order to be able to
perform its function. The functional unit may in this case be
for example a vehicle lamp, a switch or some other electrical
device. On the other hand, the functional unit may for
example be part of a window washer system which must be
supplied with a liquid.

Conventional liquid supply arrangements, in the case of
which a flexible hose emerges from an immovable body
component and is led into a vehicle door, for example
correspondingly to a cable of a wiring harness or a hose of
a rear window washer system, involve the risk of the flexible
hose being kinked. This can result in the hose being dam-
aged, which can lead to leakage of the liquid.

In addition to a classic air conditioning system of a
passenger compartment, a motor vehicle may have a system
for active temperature control of a passenger compartment
component. For example, a seat heater and/or cooler, a
steering wheel heater or an armrest heater is provided. These
devices are normally implemented by means of correspond-
ingly installed heating mats. It is also known to use Peltier
elements for the active cooling of a seat, wherein the Peltier
elements cool supplied air, and the cooled air flows through
the seat.

It is an object of the invention to ensure a leakage-free
supply of liquid to a functional unit which is arrangeable on
a movable component of a motor vehicle.

Said object is achieved by means of the independent
patent claims. Advantageous configurations are specified in
the dependent patent claims, in the following description
and in the figures, wherein said configurations may in each
case individually, or in a combination of at least two of said
configurations, constitute an advantageously refining aspect
of the invention.

A liquid system according to the invention for a motor
vehicle has at least one supply line which is capable of being
supplied with a liquid and has at least one functional unit
which is arrangeable on a movable component of the motor
vehicle and which has a communicating connection to the
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supply line, wherein the supply line has at least one immov-
able line portion, which is arrangeable on an immovable
component of the motor vehicle, and at least one movable
line portion, which is arrangeable on the movable compo-
nent and which is connected to the functional unit, and at
least one rotary coupling by means of which the immovable
line portion has a communicating connection to the movable
line portion.

According to the invention, the two line portions of the
supply line are connected to one another in articulated
fashion by means of the rotary coupling. In this way, in the
event of a movement of the movable component relative to
the immovable component, the movable line portion can be
pivoted relative to the immovable line portion, such that
kinking of the respective line portion is prevented. In this
way, damage to the supply line and associated leakage of the
liquid can be permanently reliably prevented.

The supply line may be led through a body component,
for example a sill or side frame, a B pillar and/or a C pillar
in order to be able to connect the functional unit via the
supply line to a liquid supply. Alternatively, the supply line
may be arranged at least partially outside, and fastened to,
the body component. The line portions of the supply line
may be produced partially or entirely from a flexible or rigid
plastic, a plastics composite material, a metal, in particular
light metal, or a metal alloy. The movable line portion has
a communicating connection to the functional unit.

The functional unit may for example be a part, for
example a unit which has at least one spray nozzle, of a
window washer system. Alternatively, the functional unit
may be configured for heating and/or cooling a portion of the
movable component and thus formed as a temperature-
control unit. For this purpose, the functional unit is supplied
with the liquid, which is subsequently discharged from the
functional unit in order to release heat to the functional unit
(heating) or dissipate heat therefrom (cooling). Such liquid-
type temperature control is considerably quieter and more
efficient than conventional air-type temperature control of a
vehicle component.

The rotary coupling has two coupling parts which are
connected to one another about an axis of rotation and which
are sealed off in liquid-tight fashion with respect to one
another and through which there extends a continuous liquid
channel via which the immovable line portion has a com-
municating connection to the movable line portion. One
coupling part may have a female connecting portion. The
other coupling part may have a male connecting portion
which is inserted into the female connecting portion in order
to form the rotary coupling. The coupling parts may be
sealed off with respect to one another by means of at least
one sealing element, for example a sealing ring. Even if the
liquid were to escape in the region of the rotary coupling,
which may occur in the case of a defective rotary coupling,
the liquid would escape in the wet region of the motor
vehicle and not in the vehicle interior. A seal that is com-
monly present between the immovable component and the
movable component situated in its closed position further-
more prevents liquid that escapes from the rotary coupling
in the event of leakage from passing into the vehicle interior
or the passenger compartment.

The liquid system may be an open or closed system,
wherein, in the latter case, the liquid is circulated in the
system, whereas, in the former case, the liquid can be lost or
fed for some other use. Preferably, components of the liquid
system which come into direct contact with the liquid are
chemically resistant to the liquid and to the components
contained therein.
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In one advantageous configuration, the rotary coupling
has an immovable coupling part, which is connected to the
immovable line portion, and a movable coupling part, which
is connected to the movable line portion, wherein the two
coupling parts are connected to one another rotatably about
an axis of rotation, and wherein the axis of rotation is
identical to a pivot axis of a hinge by means of which the
movable component is arranged pivotably on the immovable
component. In this way, transverse forces acting on the
rotary coupling during the pivoting of the movable compo-
nent are substantially reduced, which improves the durabil-
ity of the rotary coupling. The coupling parts are preferably
each of rigid form. The respective coupling part may be
connected by means of a plug-type connection to an end
portion of the line portion respectively connected thereto.
Alternatively, the respective coupling part may be produced
monolithically with the line portion.

A further advantageous configuration provides that the
coupling parts are designed such that, in a state in which they
are not connected to one another, they are each closed in
liquid-tight fashion and, when transferred into a state in
which they are connected to one another, they are opened so
as to conduct liquid. In this way, the line portions and the
coupling parts can be filled with the liquid before the
coupling parts are connected to one another, in order to
prevent air from being present in the liquid system after the
connecting of the coupling parts, which would inevitably
arise in the case of the line portions being retroactively filled
with the liquid after the production of the connection
between the coupling parts. On the respective coupling part,
there may for example be arranged a flap which, during the
joining-together of the coupling parts, is displaced as a result
of contact with the respective other coupling part. Alterna-
tively, on the respective coupling part, there may be arranged
a diaphragm which, during the joining-together of the cou-
pling parts, is pierced as a result of contact with the
respective other coupling part.

According to another advantageous configuration, each
coupling part is in the form of an angled pipe. In particular,
each coupling part may be in the form of a 90°-angled pipe.
In this way, the line portions can extend transversely with
respect to the axis of rotation of the rotary coupling.

In a further advantageous refinement, the immovable line
portion and/or the movable line portion are/is of flexible or
rigid form. In this way, the liquid system can be easily
structurally adapted to the respective circumstances and
requirements.

According to a further advantageous configuration, the
liquid system has at least one return line, which has a
communicating connection to the functional unit, wherein
the return line has at least one immovable line portion,
which is arrangeable on the immovable component, at least
one movable line portion, which is arrangeable on the
movable component, and at least one rotary coupling, by
means of which the immovable line portion of the return line
has a communicating connection to the movable line portion
of the return line. Via the return line, the liquid can be
discharged from the functional unit. The return line may be
designed correspondingly to the supply line. The abovemen-
tioned configurations of the supply line may therefore like-
wise be implemented correspondingly in the case of the
return line.

A further advantageous configuration provides that the
supply line, the functional unit and the return line form a
liquid circuit which has at least one pump for circulating the
liquid in the liquid circuit and at least one set of control
electronics for controlling the pump. In this way, the liquid
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system can be used for example for controlling the tempera-
ture of a component on which the functional unit is arranged.
The control electronics may be configured to control the
pump in a manner dependent on at least one vehicle param-
eter. For example, the set of control electronics may be
configured to control the pump in a manner dependent on a
temperature, in particular an interior compartment tempera-
ture in a passenger compartment, a component temperature
of'a component on which the functional unit is arranged, or
the like.

According to a further advantageous configuration, the
functional unit has at least one heat exchanger which can be
supplied with the liquid. In this way, the functional unit is
used for the heating and/or cooling of the movable compo-
nent.

According to a further advantageous configuration, the
liquid has an antifreeze agent. For example, the antifreeze
agent is added to water in a ratio sufficient for the respective
temperature range during use.

A motor vehicle according to the invention has at least one
immovable component of a body of the motor vehicle, at
least one movable component which is connected to the
immovable component pivotably about a pivot axis, and at
least one liquid system according to any of the abovemen-
tioned configurations or a combination of at least two of said
configurations with one another.

The advantages mentioned above with regard to the liquid
system are correspondingly associated with the motor
vehicle. The liquid system may have a functional unit with
at least one spray nozzle by means of which washing water
can be applied to a window of the motor vehicle. Alterna-
tively, the liquid system may be used for controlling the
temperature of at least one portion of the movable compo-
nent.

According to one advantageous configuration, the mov-
able component is a vehicle side door or is a front or rear
flap. In the case of the vehicle door, the liquid system may
be used for controlling the temperature of at least one
portion of the vehicle door. In the case of the front or rear
flap or hood, the liquid system may be used for applying
washing water to a window arranged on the flap.

A further advantageous configuration provides that the
functional unit has a thermally conductive connection to a
door paneling. In this way, the door paneling can be tem-
perature-controlled by means of the functional unit, for
which purpose the functional unit may be in the form of a
heat exchanger.

According to a further advantageous refinement, at least
one rotary coupling is integrated into a hinge by means of
which the movable component is connected pivotably to the
immovable component. This is associated with a space-
saving arrangement of the rotary coupling. Here, the cou-
pling parts of the rotary coupling of the respective line may
be implemented by components of the hinge or separately
from these.

Further details, features and advantages of the invention
will emerge from the following description and from the
figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a motor vehicle according to the invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of a further exemplary
embodiment of a motor vehicle according to the invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of a further exemplary
embodiment of a motor vehicle according to the invention.



US 12,083,858 B2

5

FIG. 4 is a highly schematic illustration of a further aspect
of the invention.

In the figures, identical or functionally identical compo-
nents are denoted by the same reference designations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a schematic illustration of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a motor vehicle 1 according to the invention.

The motor vehicle 1 has an immovable component 2 of a
body 3 of the motor vehicle 1. The immovable component
2 has a sill 4 and a B pillar 5.

Furthermore, the motor vehicle 1 has a movable compo-
nent 7 which is connected to the immovable component 2
pivotably about a pivot axis 6 and which is in the form of a
vehicle side door and of which FIG. 1 shows only hinge
parts 8 of hinges 9 by means of which the movable com-
ponent 7 is connected pivotably to the immovable compo-
nent 2.

Furthermore, the motor vehicle 1 comprises a liquid
system 10. The liquid system 10 has a supply line 11 which
is capable of being supplied with a liquid and has a func-
tional unit (not shown) which is arranged on the movable
component 7 of the motor vehicle 1 and which has a
communicating connection to the supply line 11. The func-
tional unit may have at least one heat exchanger (not shown)
which is capable of being supplied with the liquid and which
has a thermally conductive connection to a door paneling
(not shown) of the movable component 7. The liquid may
have an antifreeze agent.

The supply line 11 has an immovable line portion 12,
which is arranged on the immovable component 2, and a
movable line portion 13, which is arranged on the movable
component 7 and which is connected to the functional unit.
Furthermore, the supply line 11 has a rotary coupling 14 by
means of which the immovable line portion 12 has a
communicating connection to the movable line portion 13.
At least one line portion 12 and/or 13 may be of flexible or
rigid form.

The rotary coupling 14 has an immovable coupling part
15, which is connected to the immovable line portion 12, and
a movable coupling part 16, which is connected to the
movable line portion 13. The two coupling parts 15 and 16
are connected to one another rotatably about an axis of
rotation which is identical to the pivot axis 6 of the hinge 9.
The coupling parts 15 and 16 may be designed such that, in
a state in which they are not connected to one another, they
are each closed in liquid-tight fashion and, when transferred
into a state in which they are connected to one another, they
are opened so as to conduct liquid. For example, there may
be arranged a flap or diaphragm 30 on the respective
coupling parts, as illustrated generally in FIG. 4. Each
coupling part 15 and 16 is in the form of a 90°-angled pipe.

The liquid system 10 furthermore has a return line 17
which has a communicating connection to the functional
unit. The return line 17 has an immovable line portion 18,
which is arranged on the immovable component 2, a mov-
able line portion 19, which is arranged on the movable
component 7, and a rotary coupling 20, by means of which
the immovable line portion 18 of the return line 17 has a
communicating connection to the movable line portion 19 of
the return line 17. The return line 17 is constructed corre-
spondingly to the supply line 11, for which reason, in order
to avoid repetitions, reference is made to the above descrip-
tion relating to the supply line 11.

The supply line 11, the functional unit and the return line
17 may form a liquid circuit which has at least one pump

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

(not shown) for circulating the liquid in the liquid circuit and
at least one set of control electronics (not shown) for
controlling the pump.

The supply line 11 and the return line 17 are led through
a common opening 35 on the B pillar 5 and run so as to be
in contact with one another. Alternatively, the supply line 11
and the return line 17 may be arranged separately from one
another.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic illustration of a further exem-
plary embodiment of a motor vehicle 1. The liquid system 21
of the motor vehicle 1 differs from the exemplary embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1 in that the immovable line portions 11
and 17 are arranged separately from one another, in that the
rotary couplings 14 and 20 are arranged in an identical
manner, and in that the coupling part 15 of the respective
rotary coupling 14 or 20 is produced monolithically with the
respective immovable line portion 12 or 18. Owing to the
identical arrangement of the rotary couplings 14 and 20, two
possible joining directions are realized, which are indicated
by the arrows 22 and 23. In order to avoid repetition,
reference is otherwise made to the above description relating
to FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of a further exemplary
embodiment of a motor vehicle 1 according to the invention.
The liquid system 24 of the motor vehicle 1 differs from the
exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 in that
the rotary coupling 25 is integrated into a hinge 26 by means
of which the movable component 7 is pivotably connected
to the immovable component (not shown).

The hinge 26 has a male hinge element 27 which forms
one coupling part of the rotary coupling 25 and which is in
the form of a 90°-angled pipe and which is connected to the
immovable line portion (not shown) of the supply line 11 or
of the return line 17. The hinge element 27 may be fastened
by means of a base plate 28 connected thereto to the
immovable component. An angled liquid channel 29 runs
through the hinge element 27.

The hinge 26 furthermore has a female hinge element 30
which forms the other coupling part of the rotary coupling
25 and which is in the form of a 90°-angled pipe and which
is connected to the movable line portion (not shown) of the
supply line 11 or of the return line 17. The hinge element 30
is fastened by means of a base plate 31 connected thereto to
the movable component 7. An angled liquid channel 32 runs
through the hinge element 30, which liquid channel has a
communicating connection to the liquid channel 29 of the
hinge element 27. The hinge elements 27 and 30 are sealed
off with respect to one another by means of two seal rings
33 and 34.

LIST OF REFERENCE DESIGNATIONS

1 Motor vehicle

2 Immovable component

3 Body

4 Sill

5 B pillar

6 Pivot axis

7 Movable component

8 Hinge part

9 Hinge

10 Liquid system

11 Supply line

12 Immovable line portion of 11
13 Movable line portion of 11
14 Rotary coupling of 11

15 Coupling part
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16 Coupling part

17 Return line

18 Immovable line portion of 17

19 Movable line portion of 17

20 Rotary coupling of 17

21 Liquid system

22 Arrow (joining direction)

23 Arrow (joining direction)

24 Liquid system

25 Rotary coupling

26 Hinge

27 Hinge clement

28 Base plate

29 Liquid channel of 27

30 Hinge clement

31 Base plate

32 Liquid channel of 30

33 Seal ring

34 Seal ring

35 Opening on 5

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid system for a motor vehicle, comprising:

at least one supply line which is capable of being supplied
with a liquid;

at least one functional unit which is arrangeable on a
movable component of the motor vehicle and which
has a communicating connection to the supply line,
wherein

the supply line has at least one immovable line portion,
which is arrangeable on an immovable component of
the motor vehicle, and at least one movable line por-
tion, which is arrangeable on the movable component
and which is connected to the functional unit,

the supply line has at least one rotary coupling by which
the immovable line portion has a communicating con-
nection to the movable line portion,

the rotary coupling has an immovable coupling part,
which is connected to the immovable line portion, and
a movable coupling part, which is connected to the
movable line portion,

the two coupling parts are connected to one another
rotatably about an axis of rotation to form the rotary
coupling,

the axis of rotation is identical to a pivot axis of a hinge
by which the movable component is arranged pivotably
on the immovable component, and

the two coupling parts are designed such that, in an
unconnected state, each is closed in liquid-tight fashion
and, when transferred into a state in which they are
connected to one another, the two coupling parts are

8

opened so as to conduct liquid, whereby the immovable
and movable line portions and their respectively con-
nected coupling parts are fillable with the liquid before
the two coupling parts are connected to one another to
5 form the rotary coupling.
2. The liquid system according to claim 1, wherein
each coupling part is in the form of an angled pipe.
3. The liquid system according to claim 1, wherein
the immovable line portion and/or the movable line
portion are of flexible or rigid form.
4. The liquid system according to claim 1, further com-
prising:
at least one return line which has a communicating
connection to the functional unit, wherein
the return line has at least one immovable line portion,
which is arrangeable on the immovable component, at
least one movable line portion, which is arrangeable on
the movable component, and at least one rotary cou-
pling, by which the immovable line portion of the
return line has a communicating connection to the
movable line portion of the return line.
5. The liquid system according to claim 4, wherein
the supply line, the functional unit and the return line form
a liquid circuit which has at least one pump for circu-
lating the liquid in the liquid circuit and at least one set
of control electronics for controlling the pump.
6. The liquid system according to claim 1, wherein
the functional unit has at least one heat exchanger which
is capable of being supplied with the liquid.
7. The liquid system according to claim 1, wherein
the liquid has an antifreeze agent.
8. A motor vehicle, comprising:
at least one immovable component of a body of the motor
vehicle,
at least one movable component which is connected to the
immovable component pivotably about a pivot axis;
and
at least one liquid system according to claim 1.
9. The motor vehicle according to claim 8, wherein
the movable component is a vehicle side door or is a front
or rear flap.
10. The motor vehicle according to claim 9, wherein
the functional unit has a thermally conductive connection
to a door paneling.
11. The motor vehicle according to claim 8, wherein
the at least one rotary coupling is integrated into a hinge
by which the movable component is connected pivot-
ably to the immovable component.
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