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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat 1, James Ross Brown, ship-
smith, a suhject of the King of Great Britain
and Ireland, and a resident of Montrose, Scot-
land, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin (rolfing Clubs and Appliances,
{for which a patent has been applied for in
(ireat Britain, No. 1,045, bearing the date
Janpuary 15, 1904,) of whu‘n the foIlownw isa
speuhcatlon

‘This invention has reference to imiwroved
devices which can be fitted in connectior with
the handles of golf-clubs or be attached to
special handles or rods with the object of be-
ing able to grip or lift the balls from the
ground, turf, ditches, and the hl\e or in re-
moving balls from the holes after * puttmo‘”
and placirg on the turf for the next drive
without the necessity of the player stooping;
and in erder that others skilled in the art
may understand how my inventiorn may be
carried into practice I have hereanto appended
twosheeis otevp’amtorvdrawmgs,m which—

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of the top
end of a gnlf-club having my appliances fitted
thereto. Fig. 2 is a face view in perspective
of a putter golf-club with the appliances ftted
thereto corresponding to Fig. 1. Fig. 3 isa
sectional elevation corresponding to Fig. 1,

" but showing details of the appliances slightly

modified; and Fig. 4 is a back view in per-
spective’ of a putter goif-club with the appli-
ances fitted thereto correspondmo to Fig. 3.-

- Fig. 5 is a sectional elevation corresponding
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to Fig. 3, but slightlymedified in detail, while
Fig. 6 represents a sectional elevation..and |
plan view of a slotted mp which may be fitted |
on the > top end of the golf-club, as in Fig. 5.
Figs. 7 and 8 are elevations of & modlhed ar-
rangement-of the appliances; and Fig. 9isa
view in perspective, illustrating how the ap-
pliances are used on the putting-green of a
golf-course.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings,
the handle o+ shaft which I pr eferablv attach
the devices to is the metal or wocden putter
A. The devices would consist of a tube B, of
steel, aluminium, or. other suitable metal or
material. The wooden shaft A of the club
would be made much shorter than usual, and
the lower end of the tube B would be attached
to its upper end, preferably by fitting over
same socketwise, and being secured by a pin
or rivet @ or by screw-threaded or other suit-
able couplings, and the outer surface of the
tube would be covered over with facings B

of wound-on leather or the like to take the
place of the leather coverings on the butt-
ends of the ordinary wooden shafts. Within
this tube B, I fit a series of soring-arms C,
preferably of curved blade-steel and prefer-
ably three in number, of equidistant spaces in
tripod fashion, connected at their inner ends
or -formed in one piece with a central longi-
tudinal stem C'. A sleeve or cap D would be
soldered inside the tube B, as shown in Fig.
1, or be made removable, as in Figs. 5 and 6,
and fitted over or screwed or otherwise at-
tached to the upper or outer end of the tube
B, and this cap would be formed with a series
of holes or slits < on top at equidistant spaces
corresponding to the number of biade-springs
Cused. A vertical slot E would be formed iv
theside of tube B, witha horizontal or angled
notched part E' near its upper end, and a pin
b, with button-head /', would pass inwardly
through this slot E and have its inner end at-
tached to the end pars of the longitudinal stem
. A helical or like spring “F would be
coiled round therod C’ and be held in com-
pression between the collar ‘G’ on rod C' and

a fixed collar G within the tube B. The outer

ends of the spring-arms C would be formed
or fitted with curledor other suitably-shaped
heads C* for more effectually gripping the
bail and preventing the ends being drawn too
far within the tube B. The slotted holes
in the outer cap D act as guides on the spring-
legs C of sripod, so as to make them expand
on being pushed out and when being pulled
in make them contract to fit within thetube B.
In using me apparatus, as shown in Figs.
T anc «‘),\the pin & is by the hand of the phver
slid up until ftengages with the horizontal or

angled notch K’ at the vpper-partoi-thever=95 |

tical slot E, and by this movement the spring
tr'pod -arms C are slid out through the holes
d in eap D into the position for gripping the
ball. These arms C by their curled ends C*
spring out and grip the ball and remove it
from the puttmo--hole Z without the player
having to stoop downward, and the bail can
then be either removed by hand from ther:, or
by sliding the pin & to the top E? of voriical
siot E the bail can be r lieved and depos’ted
on the teeing - ground, while by letting go
the pin & from top of slot or from notch %
the recoil action of the helical spring will au-
tomatically withdraw an sheath the tripod-
arms C within the housire-tube B.

In the modified arrangement shown in
Figs. 8 and 4 the tripod spring-arms Ca
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continued as rods ¢ ¢, the one, ¢, acting as &
central guiding-rod and the other. ¢, being
formed with a coiled or button projection I
A helical spring F is coiled round these rods
v ¢ and held between a collar £ on rods and
a fixed hollow ecollar or abutinent £, inside
the tube B. When the spring-arms € are
placed inside the tube B, the rods ¢ ¢ arein
the position shown in dotted lines, Fig. 3,
and the bent or button end ¢ projéects out
shrough a slot 7%, formed intube B, and holds
the arms C in this position until released by
the player pressing the end ¢ within the tube
B, when the recoil action of the spring F will
automatically press the arms C without the
tube to the position shown in Figs. 3, 5, and
7 =nd in dotted lines in Fig. 1, ready for
picking up a ball from a golf-hole, while
by simply pressing down the top end of the
club on the ground the arms will be pressed
within the tube B and be automatically fixed
therein by the catcl ¢ in the siot 0%

In the arrangement shown in Fig. 5 a pro-
jecting button or tooth /4 is formed on one
of the arms C and ismade to engage through
a slot 4’ at the outer end of the tube B to
hold the arms C within the tube B, while by
pressing in the button /i the arms C are
again released and automatically pressed out
by the spring F for lifting a ball.

In the arrangement shown in Figs. 7 and 8
a wooden handle B isshown instead of a tube.
In this handle grooves E* are formed for the
blades C to work in, and these blades C are
connected to a sliding ferrule or collar §° out-
side the handle, so that by pushing out the
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Intter the tripod-blades C are pushed out to
grip the ball and on drawing the ferrule /*
inward the blades are drawn back and housed
within the grooved shaft B. These triped-
blades C are so tempered as to have the
requisite spring to take the proper curved
shape when pushed outside the housing-shaft
3 and fit over the ball and grip . the same, as
above described. , :

‘What I claim is—

1. A golfing appliancehavinga hollow end,
spring-arms for gripping eolf - balls, and
means in said nollow end for sheathing said
arms therein: .

9. A golf-club having a hollow handle and
three spring-armns adapted to he sheathed

within said bollow handle, a spring within'

the latter anc mears to compress said spring
and force out the said arms. .

3. A golfing apptiance having ahollow end
and three spring-arms adapted to he sheathed
within said hollow end, a spring within the
latter and means t6 compress said spring and
force ont said arms. - - : -

4. A golf-club having a hollow handle,
spring -arms for gripping golf - balls, and
means to sheath said arms within said hollow
handle. : ,

In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to thisspecificaticnin the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. . : '
JAMES ROSS BROWN.
Witnesses: L : :

Joax C. HicGINs,
ArraN BaxTER.
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