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57 ) ABSTRACT 
A device for use in carrying shopping bags, cartons 
and the like having handles of cord-like material com 
prises a body of flexible, resilient material having at 
least one pair of separated, confronting surfaces for 
grippingly receiving a cord-like handle therebetween. 

3 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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1. 
HAND SAVER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to carrying devices 
and more particularly to a device for reducing the dis 
comfort associated with carrying heavy objects by grip 
ping of cord-like like members with the naked hand. 
Numerous heavy objects such as shopping bags and 

cartons containing divers types of merchandise have 
heretofore been commonly carried by the manual grip 
ping of handles or binding of cord-like material such as 
cordage of natural or synthetic fibers and resinous plas 
tic substitutes therefor. Much discomfort has resulted, 
even to the extent of actual physical injury in the case 
of extremely heavy objects or prolonged periods of car 
rying. Aids improvised from pocket handkerchiefs and 
other readily available objects have sometimes been 
employed but without completely alleviating personal 
discomfort and leaving much to be desired in the way 
of related characteristics. 

It is, therefore, an important object of the present in 
vention to provide a carrying device for gripping cord 
like handles in a completely comfortable and psycho 
logically assuring manner. . 
A more general object of the invention is to provide 

a new and improved carrying device for packages sus 
pended from cord-like members. 
These and other objects and features of the invention 

will become more apparent from a consideration of the following descriptions. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
The invention, both as to its structure and its mode 

of use, will be better understood by reference to the fol 
lowing disclosure and drawing forming a part thereof, 
wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a conventional 

shopping bag combined with a carrying device con 
structed in compliance with the principles of the pres 
ent invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged, perspective view of the carry 

ing device of FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 3 is a view similar to the showing of FIG. 2 but 
illustrating a modified form of the carrying device of 
the present invention; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing a still further 

modified form of the invention; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged view in cross-section taken sub 

stantially along the line 5-5 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged view taken in cross-section sub 

stantially along the line 6-6 of FIG. 4. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSED 

EMBODIMENTS 
Referring now in detail to the drawing, specifically to 

FIG. 1, a conventional shopping bag indicated gener 
ally by the reference numeral 10 includes a pair of 
pleated end portions 12 and a pair of looped, cord-like 
handle elements. 14 and 16 which are secured to the 
body of the shopping bag by means such as adhesively 
attached strips 18. In compliance with the present in 
vention, a carrying device 20 is assembled with the 
looped handles 14 and 16; and turning to FIG. 2, the 
carrying device 20 comprises a body 22 of flexible, re 
silient material such as foam rubber or resilient, resin 
ous plastic foam. Other materials of a flexible, resilient 
nature may also be employed to provide a cushioning 
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effect between the cord-like handles 14 and 16 and the 
palm or fingers of the user. The use of resilient material 
for the body 22 also imparts a very slight bouncing ac 
tion to the carried load whereby to give the user an im 
pression that the carried burden is actually lighter than 
it is in reality. 
Continuing with reference to FIG. 2, the body 22 is 

fashioned with a first pair of separated, confronting sur 
faces 24 and 26 which extend the longitudinal extent of 
the resilient body for grippingly receiving one of the 
cord-like handles therebetween, as is shown generally 
in FIG. 5. In accordance with the construction of the 
invention shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 5, a second pair of 
separated, confronting, longitudinally extended sur 
faces 28 and 30 are provided in the resilient body 22 
spaced laterally from the cooperating surfaces 24 and 
26 for grippingly receiving a second cord-like handle 
therebetween as is shown in FIG. 5. Lateral spacing of 
the pairs of surfaces to provide side slits for receiving 
the cord-like handles 14 and 16 situates the respective 
handles in relative load-balancing relationship. Advan 
tageously, the resilient body 22 is fashioned with a pair 
of spaced, opposed walls 32 and 34 interjacent the 
pairs of handle-gripping surfaces whereby to define an 
access channel communicating with the side surfaces. 
The carrying device 20 may thus be readily assembled 
to the shopping bag 10 by merely placing the handles 
14 and 16 together in the channel formed between the 
walls 32 and 34 and urging the handles between the re 
spective gripping surfaces as is shown in FIG. 5. 
Advantageously, the under surface of the resilient 

body 22 includes four transverse grooves 36 for accom 
modating the fingers of the user and insuring the proper 
positioning of the carrying device 20 within the hand of 
the user. Use of foam material for the body 22 pro 
motes circulation of air to the hand of the user and 
thereby increases the comfort factor. As will be appre 
ciated, the carrying device 20, may be readily assem 
bled and disassembled with respect to the shopping bag 
10 or a similar burden having cord-like members to be 
gripped in lifting and transporting the load. Accord 
ingly, the device 20 can be carried in a pocket or purse 
for immediate use when the occasion arises. Further 
more, the cooperation of the pairs of gripping surfaces, 
surfaces 24 and 26 and surfaces 28 and 30 respectively, 
insures positive attachment to the supported and car 
ried article when the same has been lifted for transpor 
tation. 
While a particular embodiment of the invention has 

been thus far shown and described, it should be under 
stood, of course, that the invention is not limited 
thereto since many modifications may be made. Ac 
cordingly, two modified forms of the invention are 
shown in FIG.3 and in FIGS. 4 and 6 respectively. The 
elements of the embodiment of FIG. 3 which are simi 
lar to the elements of the embodiment of FIGS. 1, 2 and 
5 are distinguished by the suffix letter "a'; and the ele 
ments of the embodiment of FIGS. 4 and 6 which are 
similar to the elements of the embodiment of FIGS. 1, 
2 and 5 are identified with the suffix letter "b.' 
The carrying device 20a of FIG. 3 is distinguished by 

the provision of a semi-cylindrical lower surface 38 
which omits the finger grooves 36 best seen in FIG. 2. 
On the other hand, the carrying device 20b of FIGS. 4 
and 6 is distinguished by the provision of a passageway 
40 which opens through opposite end faces 42 and 44 
of the resilient body 22a. Otherwise, the passageway 40 
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is closed in order to receive the cord-like handle 14b in 
confined relationship. Furthermore, means are advan 
tageously provided for permanently securing the cord 
like handle 14b in the passageway 40; and such means 
as adhesive attachment aand molding of the body 22b 
about the handle 14b for embedding the same therein 
may be utilized. 
The carrying device 20b is also distinguished by the 

configuration of the walls 32b and 34b so as to provide 
an upwardly opening channel which is tapered from its 
widest region adjacent its center to narrower regions 
adjacent its ends, as is best shown in FIG. 4. This con 
figuration of the walls 32b and 34b and of the channel 
defined therebetween promotes automatic conver 
gence of the cord-like handles 14b and 16b upon lifting 
of the carried item with resultant automatic closure of 
the open upper end of a shopping bag when the same 
is the carried item. The opposite ends of the channel 
defined by walls 32b and 34b are preferably divided by 
vertical slits 46 in order to facilitate entry of the cord 
like handle 16b and its positioning between the grip 
ping surfaces 24b and 26b. The drawings and the fore 
going descriptions are not intended to represent the 
only forms of the invention in regard to the details of 
its construction and manner of use. Changes in form 
and in the proportion of parts, as well as the substitu 
tion of equivalents, are contemplated as circumstances 
may suggest or render expedient; and although specific 
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4. 
terms have been employed, they are intended in a ge 
neric and descriptive sense only and not for purposes 
of limitation, the scope of the invention being delin 
eated in the following claims. 
The invention is claimed as follows: 
1. A device for use in carrying shopping bags, cartons 

and the like having handles of cord-like material, said 
carrying device comprising: a body of flexible, resilient 
material having a pair of separable, confronting, nor 
mally abutting surfaces extending from a common root 
to a handle-receiving mouth for grippingly receiving a 
cord-like handle upon forcible urging of said handle 
therebetween, the resiliency of said body urging said 
surfaces toward each other to grip said handle. 

2. A carrying device according to claim 1 wherein 
said body of flexible, resilient material has a second 
pair of separable, confronting, normally abutting sur 
faces spaced laterally from said first pair of surfaces 
and extending from a common root to a handle 
receiving mouth for grippingly receiving a second cord 
like handle therebetween, in load-balancing relation 
ship with said first-mentioned handle. 

3. A Carrying device according to claim 2 wherein 
said body of flexible, resilient material further includes 
spaced, opposed walls interjacent said pairs of gripping 
surfaces for defining an access channel communicating 
with said surfaces. 
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