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To all whon it nay concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES P. BOOTH, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Camden, in the county of Camden 

5 and State of New Jersey, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Coin 
Controlled Pocket Receptacles; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as will 

Io enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to letters of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

portable or pocket receptacles having hinged 
COWelS. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

portable or pocket receptacle having a cover 
2O adapted to be closed and locked by a spring 

catch, with a key carried by the cover of the 
receptacle or pocket operating in conjunction 
with a coin to release the catch. 
The invention consists in providing a port 

25 able or pocket receptacle with a cover carry 
ing a key which is adapted to engage with a 
movable object, as a coin, passed through the 
opening in the cover, so that said object will 
be actuated by the key to operate a spring 

3o retaining device and release the cover. 
The invention further consists in providing 

a cover with a coin-receiving slot and pas 
sage-way extending therefrom, said way be 
ing intersected by a key which is adapted to 

35 actuate a coin to release a spring-catch and 
permit the cover to be opened. 
The invention further consists in providing 

the hinged cover with a coin-receiving slot 
and passage-way from said slot to a catch, the 

4o cover having an opening through which passes 
a key carried thereby, so that said key may 
project a coin to actuate and release the 
spring-catch. 
The invention further consists in the con 

45 struction and combination of the parts, as 
will be hereinafter fully set forth, and par 
ticularly pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a verti 

5o cal transverse section. Fig. 2 is a plan view 
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with the cover thrown back. Fig. 3 is a plan 
view of the receptacle closed. Fig. 4 is a de 
tail view of the coin-receiving tube. 

In the drawings I have illustrated my in 
vention as applied to a pocket tobacco-box, 55 
though it is obvious that it may be used with 
a variety of receptacles adapted for pocket 
Se. 
A designates a pocket or portable recepta 

cle, which is provided with a suitable spring 6o 
having a bent end adapted to engage with a 
catch plate or projection carried by the cover. 
This spring may be shaped and attached to 
the receptacle in any suitable manner to suit 
the construction and configuration thereof, 
and instead of using the spring-catch shown 
a spring-projected bolt or equivalent secur 
ing means may be employed. 
To the cover C is secured a guide or pas 

sage way D, with the portion d of which the 
spring B engages to hold the cover in a closed 
position. At the end of the passage-way the 
metal on each side of the portion d with which 
the catch engages is bent to present stops d' 
for the coin, that limit the movement thereof 
in the path of the catch. At intermediate 
portions the plate forming the passage-way is 
slotted, as at e e, through which the terminal 
members of the key pass when a key con 
structed as shown is used. The lid of the 
receptacle has a coin-receiving slot E, which 
leads into the passage-way intersected by the 
key. The key F is preferably hinged to the 
top and has a grasping portion f and termi 
nal portions which pass through slots g g in 
the top, so that when the key is turned upon 
its pivot the ends thereof will be swung across 
the passage-way to contact with the coin 
passed through the slot, and by pressing upon 
the coin it will project or release the spring 
catch, and thus permit the cover to be opened. 
The key is intended to lie in a recess in the 
top or cover of the receptacle, so that there 
will be no projecting parts. - 
When it is desired to open the receptacle, 

a coin is passed through the slot and the 
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grasping portion of the key raised, so that the 
end portions thereof will contact with the 
coin and force the same against the end of 
the spring-catch to unlock the cover and per- Ioo 
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mit access to the contents thereof. To re 
move the coin, the key is returned to its origi 
nal position parallel with the top and the re 
ceptacle turned so that said coin will pass 
out through the contracted end of the pas 
Sage-Way. 

It is obvious that the form of key herein 
illustrated may be varied and that different 
styles of springs and catch-plates may be 
used without departing from my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to Secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A portable or pocket receptacle consist 
ing of a body portion having an automatic 
or spring catch, a cover hinged to said body 
portion, said cover having a coin passage and 
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slot leading thereto, a portion of the coin 
passage being in the path of the catch, and 
means permanently carried by the cover for 
moving a coin when placed in the coin-pas 
sage against the catch, So as to release the 
cover, substantially as shown. 

2. A portable or pocket receptacle consist 
ing of a body portion carrying an automatic 
or spring catch, a cover hinged to the body, 
portion opposite the catch, the cover having 
a coin-receiving slot and hinged key perma 
nently carried thereby, and a plate forming 
the passage-way carried by the inner side of 
the cover, substantially as set forth. 

3. In a portable or pocket receptacle, a body 
portion A, having a catch, a cover hinged 
thereto, said cover having a coin-receiving 
slot opposite the catch and a passage-Way 
leading from the slot to the catch, and a key 
permanently hinged to the cover and provided 
with an exterior grasping portion and a por 
tion which passes through the cover and is 
adapted to engage with the coin when passed 
through the slot, substantially as set forth. 

4. In a portable or pocket receptacle having 
an automatic or spring catch, a cover hinged 
thereto and provided with a coin-slot and pas 
sage-way therefrom to the catch, the catch be 
ing adapted to engage with the base of the 
passage-way, and means permanently hinged 
to the cover for operating the coin when placed 
in the passage-way, so as to release the catch, 
substantially as shown, and for the purpose 
set forth. 

5. The combination, with a portable or pock 
et receptacle having a spring-catch and cover 
hinged thereto, of a passage-way carried by 
the cover, a spring-catch adapted to engage 
with the bottom plate thereof, means for pro 
jecting the coin when placed in the passage 
way, and stops for limiting the movement of 
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the coin toward the catch, substantially as set 
forth. 

6. In combination with a portable or pocket 
receptacle having a hinged cover, which en 
gages with locking mechanism carried by the 
body of the receptacle, the cover having a coin 
slot and passage-way extending from the slot 
to the locking mechanism, a key pivoted to 
the cover, said key having an external grasp 
ing portion and inwardly-extended members, 
which are adapted to be moved when the 
grasping portion is raised, so as to project a 
coin placed in the passage-way toward the 
catch, and apertures through which the inner 
members of the key pass, substantially as set 
forth. 

7. In a portable or pocket receptacle for 
the purpose set forth, having a hinged cover 
and automatic locking mechanism, a coin-slot 
in the cover, and a plate forming a passage 
Way carried by the cover, said plate having 
slots ee, stops did, between which the lock 
ing mechanism engages with the plate, a key 
pivoted to the cover and provided with a 
grasping portion which lies without the cover, 
and terminal members which swing in the 
path of the coin and pass through slots in the 
attached plate forning the passage-Way, Sub 
stantially as shown, and for the purpose set 
forth. 

S. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a tobacco box or receptacle consisting of a 
base carrying an automatic catch and hinged 
cover, the covering being provided with a coin 
slot, a passage-way therefrom to the catch, and 
a key permanently hinged to the cover, a por 
tion of said key-being adapted to be passed 
in the path of the coin, so as to abut against 
the same and project the coin to release the 
catch from the plate carried by the cover, with 
which the locking-catch engages. 

9. In a portable or pocket receptacle for the 
purpose set forth, having a hinged cover and 
automatic locking mechanism, a coin-slot in 
the cover, and a plate forming a passage-way 
secured to the cover, said plate having slots 
e e, a key pivoted to the cover and provided 
with a grasping portion which lies without 
the cover, and terminal members which swing 
in the path of the coin and pass through slots 
in the attached plate forming the paSSage-Way, 
substantially as set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES P. BOOTH. 

Witnesses; 
GUSTAVUS REMAK, Jr., 
ADOLPH EICHHOLZ. 
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