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4 Claims.

This invention relates to locking means for
electric lights, and more particularly to a novel
base for electric light bulbs which is adapted to
cooperate with an intermediate locking element
for locking said base to a conventional electric
light socket.

An object of my invention is to provide means
whereby a member, carried by my novel base, may
be caused to intrude and wedge itself between the
adjacent surfaces of an intermediate locking ele-
ment and the- interior of a light socket.

A further object.is to provide means to ad-
vance said locking element until it jams the re-
lated parts together so tightly within the socket
that the light bulb cannot be removed therefrom
without recourse to said means; any attempt to
remove the bulb in the usual manner of unscrew-
ing it by hand would break the bulb unless it
were first unlocked.

A further, very important object is to provide
an aperture in said locking element having an
incline arranged to lead the free end of said
wedging member out from the interior to the ex-
terior of said locking element.

Another object is to provide keys of different
types to actuate said locking means; together
with further objects and advantages which may
appear as the specification unfolds, be particu-
larly pointed out in the claims and illustrated in
the drawing, attached hereto and made part
hereof, in which,—

Figure 1 is an elevational view of my novel base
screwed into the locking element which appears
in vertical mid-section, the light bulb being
broken away.

Figure 2 is a top plan view of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a composite elevational view show-
ing a light bulb provided with my novel base and

“said locking element about to be screwed into

the upper member of the figure; the light socket.

Figure 4 is an elevatlonal v1eW of the whole
assemblage.

Figure 5 shows a section taken through said
element on the line V—V of Figure 1, which re-
veals a plan view of a form of key applied to
said element.

Figure 6 is a section taken on the line VI—VI
of Figure 5.

Figure 7 is a bottom plan view of the con-
ventional light sockef.

Figure 8 shows fragmentary perspective views
of the lamp base and locking element showing
the circumferentially extending finger for coop-
eration with a side opening in the locking element.

(CL 176—31). -

Similar reference indicia refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

In carrying out my invention I prov1de the
novel base B, which is secured to the light bulb
I, in theé usual manner, and assumed to be pro-
vided with the usual light filaments adapted to
form an electric circuit with complemental con-
tacts and wiring extending to a source of elec-
tric current so as to produce incandescerce in
sa:d filaments when the respective poles 5 and 6
are brought in contact with each other, and the
switch 7 turned on. Said wiring, filaments etc.
being unnecessary to show as they form no part
of the present invention. -

The base B takes the place of the conventlonal
base and is secured to the bulb L in the conven-
tional manner too well known in the art to need
explanation. The base B is provided with the
usual threads, which however, instead of screw-
ing directly into the socket 8 screw into the lock-
ing element 9 provided with the aperture 10
adapted for approximate coincidence with the
end 11, of the member 12.

The member 12 is preferably a part of the
thread of said base, and comprises a spring-like
member formed by cutting loose a portion of said
thread so that it will trail when the base is being
screwed into said locking element which is adapt-
ed and arranged to screw into the socket 8, and
is provided with notched means on the outer end
which are adapted to be engaged by a key.

The preferred embodiment of said notched
means is well shown in Figure 3, wherein the ver-
tical castellated notches 13 are formed in the
cylindrical body of said locking element. In an-
other embodiment, shown in Figure 5, the lower
end of said element terminates in the flange 14,
turned outwardly at a right angle and provided
with the notches 15. The key 16 in Figure 5, is ..
shown with the lugs 17 engaging the notches 15;
whereas, the key 19 is well shown in Figure 3 with
the teeth 20 engaging the notches 13.

Tt is to be understood that the size and spacing
of all said teeth and notches can be so arranged
that certain keys will engage certain series of.
notches and not others, and a master-key can be
provided for each of the embodiments disclosed.

Tt should be noted that both the key 16 and the
key 19 are removably secured to the handle 21 by
the screw 22, or .in the other suitable manner.
The handle 21 is appropriately coated or covered
with insulating matter 23.

To operate my device, the bulb L, carrying the
locking element 9 is screwed by hand into the
light-socket 8 in the usual manner. The suitable
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key is now applied and the locking element 9 is
screwed into the socket as far as possible by man-
ual operation of the handle 21.

While the locking element 9 was being thus
advanced, the aperture 10 advanced with it slid-
ing the flattened portion 24 under the end 11 of
the member 12 causing said member to be thrust
forcibly between the outer surface of the asso-
ciated thread:25-of said locking element and the
inner adjacent surface of the socket thread 26
thereby locking the base B so tightly as to re-
vent its being unscrewed until released by the

key; any attempt to remove the light I by manual’

unscrewing would tend to wedge the member
further or break the bulb. ]
It is believed that my invention and the advan-

tages to be gained by the use thereof are fully

explained. In reducing my invention to practice,
certain minor features in construction, combina-
tion and of parts may necessitate alteration; to
which the patentee is entitled, providing. such
alteration is comprehended in the scope. of what
is claimed. )
‘What Iclaim is:—

1. Means. for locking g lamp bulb in a socket
comprising an incandescent. lamp, a.screw base

for theélamp, a freely rotatable sleeve threaded on

the base and having an opening in the side there-
of and a circumferentially extending finger car-

. ried by the lamp base to be projected through the

sleeve opening  for wedging engagement with a
socket” upon: unscrewing movement of the sleeve
on the lamp base.

- 2. Means for locking a lamp bulb in a socket
comprising in combination with a threaded lamp
Base and a thréaded socket, a removable threaded

1,932,182

member interposed between the lamp base and
socket and carried by the lamp base and cooper-
ating means carried by the lamp base and - inter-
mediate member rendered operable upon rotation
of the member toward the bottom of the socket
independently of the lamp base for locking the
lamp bage in the socket.

80

3. Means for locking a.lamp bulb in. a socket -

comprising in combination with a threaded lamp
base and a threaded socket, a removable thread-
ed member interposed hetween the lamp base and
socket and cooperating means carried by the lamp
base and intermediate member rendered oper-
able upon.rotation of the member relative to the
lamp base for locking the lamp base in the socket,
the cooperating means including a circumferen-
tially extending tongue struck from a thread of
the lJamp base and an opening in the interme-
diate member through which the free end of the
tongue is adapted to be projected for wedging
position. between the intermediate member and
threaded socket. . .

4. Means for locking a lamp bulb in a socket
comprising in combination with a threaded lamp
base and a threaded socket, a removable thread-
ed member interposed hetween the lamp base and
socket and cooperating means carried by the lamp
base and intermediate member rendered operable
upon rotation of the member relative to the lamp
base for locking the lamp base in the socket, and
sald intermediate member having a. key engage-
able portion whereby the intermediate member
may be rofated in the desired direction for locking
and unlocking a lamp base.in the socket.

) CARL W. CHERRY.
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