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8§ Claims.

- My present invention relates to protected card
files, and more particularly o record files of the
' type wherein records, kept in a container pro-
- vided with a viewing cover, may be readily
manipulated, but which container is’ provided
‘with means to prevent unauthorized tampering
‘with the records or removal thersof.
An object of my invention is to provide an im-
' proved protected card file; the latter including
& container, or box, provided with a pair of piv-
oted viewing covers arranged tc provide a cen-
tral gap, or slot, in which is disposed & rod adapt-
ed to act as a guide and support for the records,
and the rod additicnally positively locking the
covers to prevent tampering with the records.
Another object of my invention is to provide
in a protected card file of the type described
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above, an additional mechanism responsive to the

" locking action of the rod for preventing removal
of the file container from the cabinet housing it:

Still - another object of the invention may be
stated to reside in the provision of filing records
of improved construction whereby they may be
readily employed in a protected card file:
records comprising metallic, or generally rigid,
support elements having means for permanently,
- or-temporarily, retaining a record card in. view=
ing position in the container.

A more specific object of my invention is to
provide a container with a pair of transparent
covers arranged to provide a longitudinal central
gap when pivoted into closed position; the ad-
jacent edges of the covers being provided with at
least one pair of stop elements, and a plurality
of record cards being dispesed within the con-
tainer; the cards having tabs projecting into
the central gap, or slot, and being slidably as-
sociated with a rod positioned in said slot; and
the rod cooperating with said sfop elements to
prevent access to the cards, and .additicnaily
actuating a mechanism for preventing removal of
the container from the filing cabinet.

Still other cbjects of my invention are to im-
prove generally protected card files, and more
especially to provide a card file readily adapted
for safeguarding records kept by civil, or other,
authnorities and continually open for public in-
vestigation, and which file is not only reliable
and- durable in use, but is ecoaomxr‘ally manu-
factured.
© The novel features which I believe to-be char-
acteristic of my invention are set forth in particu-
larity in the appended claims. The invention it-
self, however, both as to its organization and
method -of operation, will best be understood by
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(Cl. 129—186)

reference to the following description, taken in

connection with the drawing, in which I have in-
dicated diagrammatically a construction’ where=
_ by my invention may be carried into effect.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a perspective v1ew cof the protected
card file box, :

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the file box,

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3-—3. of
Fig. 2, and looking in the direction of the arrows;
one of the covers being swung epen, and parts of
the longitudinal rod being broken away,

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4-—4 of Fig. 1
locking in the direction of the arrows,

Fig. 5 is a detail view of a rear portion of the
covers and longitudinal rod,

Tig. 6 shows the detailed eleme‘ats of a perma-
nent type of card support tab.

Referring now to the a,ccompan.ylng drawing,
wherein like reference characters in the different
figures designate similar elements, the record
cards | are housed in a container 2. The latter
has a generally rectangular configuration in the

-meanner ¢f a drawer; ity construction may bé of

Steel, wood or any other desired material. A pair
cf transparent covers 8-—3’ are pivoted between
the front and rear walls 4 and 4’; pins may be
employed for this purpose, but if desired the
covers may be hinged at the top edges of the side
walls. Each cover, as shown in Fig. 4, consists
of & sheet of transparent material, such as glass,
Celluloid or the like, provided with.a metsl border.
The inneér, longitudinal edges of the ¢overs are
spated apart to. provide a central, longitudinal
slot, or gap, 5. The Wwidth of the slot 5 is suf-
ficient to receive the longitudinal rod & as well
as the tabs T of the record cards.
siot -5 15 somewhat wider -than the width of a
tab 1, as shown in Fig. 4. 'The front wall 4 is pro-
vided with any desired type of lock 8; an aper-
ture 9 being provided directly above the lock.
The aperbure 9 is of the same shape as the eross-
section of rod 6; ib is positioned centrally of the
siot 8§ and in aligniment therewith,

A 'second aperture 10 is provided in the rear
wall 4% in aligament with the aperture 9. The
rod § is adapted to be positioned in slot § by
running the rod through the aligned apertires

8 and 18. While rod 6 has been shown as having -

a rectangular cross-section, it is to. be understood
that it may have any other desired shape; for
example, it may be circular, elliptical, square or
triangular. In each case the apertures 8 and 10
will have the shime ¢ress-ssctional configurations
asrod 8. The rod 8 is provided with a manipulat-
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ing knob 1 at its forward end; its rear end 12 is
inclined so that it provides a cam surface. The
notch or groove 13 is provided at the forward,
lower edge of rod 6 to receive the check, or
tongue, 14 of lock 8 thereby securely to lock rod
¢ in cover-retaining position.

In such last-named position the lower edge of
rod 6 rests on two pairs of lugs secured to the
opposed inner edges of the mefal frames of
covers 3 and 3’. Figs. 4 and 6 show the manner
of securing these metal lugs at the front and
rear portions respectively of the covers. Asshown
in Fig. 3, also, the forward pair of lugs [§—I&
are positioned in proximity to groove {3 in rod 6;
the rear pair of lugs I6—Ii6’ are arranged close
to aperture 8. Fig. 3 illustrates the appearance
of the file container when cover 3’ is swung out
of locked position; rod 6 being broken away to
show lugs {5 and 16, which are secured to the
same inner edge of cover 3. Lugs 15 and 16’
are secured to the opposite edge of cover 3’; the
elements of each pair of lugs are arranged in
staggered relation, as shown in Fig. 5. Rod 6
rests on the spaced pairs of lugs when the rod
is passed through the aligned apertures 9 and {0.
Each lug 15 or 16 acts as a stop element for rod
6; they may be secured to the cover frame in
any desired manner, as by scldering.

In Fig. 4 is shown, in dotted lines, the appear-
ance of covers 3—3’ when the latter are opened.
It will be observed that the thickness of rod 6
is sufficiently small to permit the manipulating
tab of each record card to be smoothly and easily
adjusted along the length of the rod. In Figs. 1,

< 3 and 4 is shown the details of construction of

one type of card support 1. The latter is adapted
to retain record card | in temporary manner so
that the card may be removed for additional en-
tries and replaced on the holder 11. The latter
preferably comprises an elongated strip of sheet
metal, such as thin tin-plate, provided with an
aperture (8 which receives the rod 6. The length
of aperture 18 is sufficiently greater than the
width of rod 6 so that the user may tilt a card
into a position such as shown in Fig. 3. A pair of
opposed card-gripper elements (9—Ii9" are
stamped out of the strip 17; the distance be-
tween the elemants is the height of a card |I.
To secure 2 card | to support {71 it is merely
necessary to insert a card between elements
19—(9’. Of course, as many supports 1T may be
threaded on rod § as is desired.

A second type of card holder is illustrated in
Figs. 1, 3 and 6. This holder, shown in Fig. 6 in
detail, consists of an inverted T-shaped strip of
thin metal, such as tin-plate, whose vertical sec~
tion is the tab 7 provided with rod-receiving ap-
erture 18’. The horizontal section 20 is provided
with apertures 2i. A card I is permanently af-
fixed to the horizontal backing, or support, 20 by
placing the upper edge of the record card,
which is assumed to have its data thereon, in sub-
stantial alighment with the upper edge of sec-
tion 28. U-shaped fasteners 22 are then used to

. secure the card by passing one prong through an

aperture 21 and the card body, while the remain-
ing prong is pierced through the card body; both
prongs are then bent towards each other on the
rear face of the card. The aperture [8’, as in the
case of the support i1, is sufficiently long to per-
mit ready tilting and movement of a record card.

Additional mechanism is provided to prevent
withdrawal of a file drawer from the cabinet hold.
Referring to Fig. 2 specifically, there are shown
three spaced stops, mechanically coupled in the
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manner of a toggle, arranged on the rear wall 4’.
Thus, vertical pin or stop element 30 is disposed
centrally of the wall 4’, and is arranged for re-
ciprocation within a pair of spaced, aligned
sleeves 31—32, A spring 33 is positioned be-
tween the sleeve 31 and cotter pin 34. The latter
is affixed to element 30; spring 33 normally biases
pin 34 against sleeve 32. The upper end of ele-
ment 30 is forked, and the inner ends of arms 40
and 41 are pinned to the fork, in any well known
manner, to provide the toggle joint. Each arm
40—41 is provided with an upwardly bent section
acting as a stop element when projected beyond
the top edge of the rear wall. Each arm 40 and 41
is provided with a slot 42 which receives a guide
stud 43 affixed to the rear wall 4’. The slot and
stud construction permits each arm to rock about
its stud as a pivot. Normally, that is when the
rod 6 has not passed through aperture 10, the
spring 33 causes retraction of arms 40—41 and
stop element 30. Upon passage of rod & through
aperture 18, cam surface 12 depresses the junc-
tion of arms 46—41 and element 30 which pro-
jects the lower end of the vertical pin 30 while
compressing spring 33; concurrently the arms
40—41 are rocked sufficiently to project the outer
ends thereof beyond fthe upper edge of the wall
4’ as shown in Fig. 3.

In actual usage, and assuming a plurality of
properly mounted cards to be disposed in the
container, the covers 3 and 3’ are closed thereby
loosely positioning the tabs 7 of the card supports
in siot 5. The rod & is now passed through aper-
tures 9 and {0; the rod being threaded through
the successive tab apertures. The lock 8 is closed
to project check i4 into groove 13. In this con-
dition thnie tabs may be manipulated so as to move
cards or tilt them. However, the rod 6 positively
locks the covers 3—3’. Further, the stop mecha-
nism at the rear of the drawer is actuated to
prevent removal of the drawer from the cabinet.
Of course, stop elements 30--48—4&1 block re-
moval of the drawer by contacting with the front
walls of the cabinet drawer hold when the drawer
has been withdrawn to its fullest extent. To in-
sert a new card holder, or to remove a record, the
user unlocks the rod; the latter is withdrawn
thereby retracting stops 40—41—30 and permit-
ting covers 3 and 3’ to be opened. The necessary
change is made, and the drawer is inserted, with
covers closed, in the hold therefor. The rod 6 is
now threaded through the various aligned aper-
tures, and the lock 8 is closed.

While I have indicated and described a system
for carrying my invention into effect, it will be
apparent to one skilled in the art that my inven-
tion is by no means limited to the particular con-
struction shown and described, but that many
modifications may be made without departing

from the scope of my invention, as set forth in

the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. A card file comprising a container, a plural-
ity of record cards therein, a pair of transparent
covers pivoted to the container and spaced to
provide a central guide slot, a rigid holder se-
cured to each record card provided with a tab
disposed in the slot.

2. A card file comprising a container, a plural-
ity of record cards therein, a pair of transparent
covers pivoted to the container and spaced to
provide a central guide slot, a rigid holder se-
cured to each record card provided with a tab
disposed in the slot, said covers provided with
at least one pair of stop elements projecting into
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the slot, and a rod disposed in said slot over said
stop elements to prevent opening of said covers.

3. A card file comprising a container, a plural-
ity of record cards therein, a pair of transparent
covers pivoted to the container and spaced to
provide a central guide slot, a rigid holder se-
cured to each record card provided with 2 tab
disposed in the slot, each tab having an aper-
ture, a rod in said slot, each tab being threaded
on the rod, a pair of lugs projecting from the
covers into said slet at each end of the con-
tainer, and said rod being located above the lugs
to prevent opening of the covers.

4. A card file comprising & drawer, a series of
cards in the drawer, transparent cover means on
the drawer to retain the cards therein, said cover
means provided with a guide slot, a rod in the
drawer disposed in the slot, an apertured tab
extending from each card and projecting through
the slot and threaded on the rod, and means ac-
tuated by the rod functioning as a stop device on
the rear of the drawer.

5. A card file comprising a drawer, a series of
cards in the drawer, transparent cover means on
the drawer to retain the cards therein, said cover
means provided with a guide slot, a rod in the
drawer disposed in the slot, an apertured tab
extending from each card and projecting through
the slot and threaded on the rod, and means ac-
tuated by the rod functioning as a stop device
on the rear of the drawer, said last means com-
prising three elements having a common me-
chanical coupling adapted to be actuated by said
rod.

6. A card file comprising a drawer, a series of
cards in the drawer, transparent cover means on

3

the drawer to retain the cards therein, said cover
means provided with a guide slot, a rod in the
drawer disposed in the slot, an apertured tab
extending from each card and projecting through
the slot and threaded on the rod, means actuated
by the rod functioning as a stop device on the
rear of the drawer, said rod having a cain surface
provided on its rear end, and said stop device
means comprising a mechanism, including a
resilient restoring element, responsive to move-
ment of the cam surface of said rod end.

7. A card file comprising a drawer, a series of
cards in the drawer, transparent cover means on
the drawer to retain the cards therein, said cover
means provided with a guide slot, a rod in the
drawer disposed in the slot, an apertured tab
extending from each card and projecting through
the slot and threaded on the rod, means actuated
by the rod functioning as a stop device on the
rear of the drawer, said cover means consisting
of a pair of pivoted cover members whose inner
edges are spaced to define said slot, a pair of
stop lugs extending from said inner edges at the
front and rear portions of said slot, and said rod
being located above the lugs to prevent the cover
members from being opened.

8. In a protected card iile, a plurality of record
cards, transparent cover means therefor, each
card being provided with a rigid holder having
an apertured tab and a backing section, the latter
section including means for affixing the card
thereto, a guide rod for the tabs threaded through
the apertures, and means responsive to said rod
for projecting a stop device on the rear wall of
the file. ) '
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