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This invention relates to detachable retaining 
devices particularly adapted for securing of 
dress shields of the type employed in women's 
garments for protection in the region of the 
arm hole openings or arm scye portions of the 
garment. A particular object of the present in 
provements is to provide conveniently attach 
able and detachable retaining means adapted 
for varied uses and which in the Specified use 
for the retaining of dress Shields may be perma 
nently attached to the shields and by its im 
proved form permits of readily securing of the 
shield to the arm Scye portion of the garment 
and allows the shield to be readily detached 
therefrom to facilitate laundering of the gar 
ment and replacement as desired. 
To this end I have devised, an improved form 

and construction of retaining means in the form 
of a clasp which may be economically made of 
sheet metal. These improved clasps are suit 
ably secured to the dress shields and are so de 
signed that they may be readily secured to the 
arm hole portions of the garment by a unidirec 
tional sliding movement to clamp on the arm 
Scye of the garment for Securely retaining the 
shield in position. They further offer the advan 
tage of permitting quick and convenient re 
moval of the shields by a continued movement 
of the clasps in the same direction while firmly 
resisting reverse direction of movement thereby 
allowing of assembling of the claspS upon the 
shields so as to firmly resist the pulls or stresses 
tending to displace the shields from their proper 
position. 
The foregoing and other features and advan 

tages of my present improvements will be more 
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fully understood by reference to the accompany 
ing drawing wherein like reference characters 
are applied to the corresponding parts in the 
Several WieWS. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a view in side elevation of a dress 

shield employing thereWith the retaining clasps 
of my invention and showing the manner of as 
sembling the arm hold portion of a shirtWaist 
or garment. 

Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation of the im 
proved clasp with arrows showing the direction 
of movement for attaching and detaching 
thereof. 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal cross Section taken on 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a vertical cross sectional view taken 
on line 4-4 of Fig. 2, 

(C. 24-5) 
Fig. 5 is a central, vertical and longitudinal 

section taken on line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is an end elevation of the improved 

clasp showing same assembled with the material 
of the garment, the latter shown in Section. 

Fig. 7 is a view in end elevation, showing a 
modified arrangement of the retaining teeth of 
the clasp. 

In the approved embodiment of the features 
of my invention, as shown in Figs. 1 to 6, at 10 
there is shown the standard form of arcuately 
contoured dress shield of protective waterproof 
material composed of inner and outer folds or 
flaps connected by the usual arcuate scye por 
tion and adapted for straddling the scye of the 
garment with the outer fold within the garment 
sleeve in the well known manner. In accordance 
with the present invention, there is secured to 
the scye portion of the shield and between the 
shield folds and preferably at the opposite ends 
of the shield, as shown in Fig. 1, retaining clasp 
members 2 adapted for securing engagement 
with the scye portion of the garment. 
As best shown in Figs. 2 to 6, the clasp mem 

bers are of an improved structure and design 
desirably made from sheet materials, preferably 
Stainless steel, which may be stamped out and 
bent to form as shown having opposite, inclined 
side wall portions 2 joined by the upper fold 
over connecting portion 9 and having their longi 
tudinal free edge portions as shown formed 
with a forward rounded edge A and with rear 
wardly inclined teeth 5 which are desirably 
turned in Wardly and upWardly as best shown in 
Figs. 4, 5 and 6. The connecting portion 9 is 
desirably formed with apertures 8-8 to receive 
a securing thread for attaching to the shield 
altho, as shown in Fig. 1, the attaching of the 
clasp may in simpler manner be by an attaching 
thread 3 passed end to end through the clasp. 
As shown the teeth 5 are formed with their 
front faces having minor inclination and with 
the rear faces of major and undercutting incli 
nation thereby to produce teeth having a definite 
rearward inclination which, assisted by the 
rounded forward edges 4, permibits the clasps 
readily receiving the material of the scye of the 
garment between the teeth by a forward move 
ment of the clasp with relation to the garment 
material. It Will correspondingly firmly resist 
any reverse movement as Will readily be under 
stood. In the assembly, as shown in Fig. 1, of 
the uppermost clasps upon the shield, the clasps 
at opposite ends of the shield have their teeth 
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reversely inclined so as in each instance to resist sis 
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movement of the clasps toward the center of 
the sleeve opening. Also as shown, additional 
clasps may suitably be attached to the lower 
ends of the shield flaps for securing engagement 
With the material of the garment which desirably 
is effected with a loose thread connection 8. 
The gauge of metal employed for the clips is 

determined to obtain an effective retaining grip 
upon the material of the garment and When it is 
desired to remove the clasps and shield for the 
purpose of laundering of the garment or replace 
ment of the shields it is only necessary to fur 
ther move them in the same general direction as 
when assembling to work the clasps forwardly 
and upwardly from their resilient securing en 
gagement with the fabric. The upward inclina 
tion to the teeth as shown is desirable in Obtain 
ing a more effective securing grip upon the mate 
rial and imparts an added resiliency to the grip 
ping action. - . . 

In Fig. 7, there is shown a simple modification 
in the form of the clasp wherein the teeth are 
formed of differing size with the longer teeth of 
one side wall partially overlying the shorter 
teeth of the opposite side wall to obtain a more 
secure grip upon the material of the garment. 
While I have shown and described desirable 

embodiments of the features of my invention, 
it will be understood that varied modifications 
may be made therein without departing from the 
Scope of the invention as defined in the append 
ed claims. Also, while the improved clasps are 
described as adapted for the retaining of dress 
shields, it will be understood that they may be 
used for other purposes as for instance the tem 
porary securing of dress material during fit tings. 

claim: 
1. A retaining device of the character described 

consisting of a clasp composed of a body of re 
silient sheet material folded flatwise upon itself 
to provide opposed Walls having their longitudinal 
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free edge portions formed with inwardly and 
rearwardly inclined retaining teeth adapted to 
permit unidirectional attaching and detaching 
With a fabric. 

2. A retaining means of the character described 
consisting of a body portion of resilient sheet ma 
terial folded flatwise upon itself to provide op 
posed side walls having their free edges formed 
With rounded forward ends and with inwardly 
and rearwardly inclined retaining teeth adapt 
ed to permit unidirectional attaching and de 
taching movement relative to the material of a 
garment. 

3. A retaining means of the character described 
consisting of a body portion of resilient sheet 
material folded flatWise upon itself to provide 
opposed, angularly disposed side walls having 
their longitudinal free edge portions formed 
with inwardly and upwardly inclined retaining 
teeth, said teeth being rearwardly inclined for 
unidirectional attaching and detaching move 
ment. 

4. A retaining device of the character described 
consisting of a clasp composed of a body portion 
of resilient sheet material folded upon itself to 
provide resilient opposed side walls having their 
longitudinal free edge portions formed with 
rounded forward ends and with inwardly and up 
wardly inclined teeth, Said teeth having front 
faces of minor inclination and rearward faces 3 
of major and undercutting inclination for uni 
directional attaching and detaching movement. 

5. A retaining means of the character de 
scribed consisting of a clasp composed of a body 
portion of resilient sheet material folded upon 
itself to provide opposed side walls having their 
longitudinal free edges formed with rounded for 
ward ends and with inwardly and upwardly in 
clined teeth, the teeth of the opposed walls hav 
ing differing length with the longer teeth par 
tially overlying opposed shorter teeth. 

SENA. M. WARD. 
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