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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for transferring a data record from a first computer 
node (CN1) to a second computer node (CN3), as well as 
transmission-side and receiving-Side computer nodes (CN1, 
CN3) and communications applications (CA1, CA3) to put 
the method into practice. The data record to be transferred is 
transmitted to a communications application (CA1) of the 
first computer node (CN1). This communications applica 
tion (CA1) identifies the type of data record and transmits 
the data record, using different modes depending on the type 
of data record identified, to a communications application 
(CA3) of the second computer node (CN3), which then 
delivers the data record to the second computer node (CN3). 
The communications application (CA1) establishes a point 
to-point broadband connection between the first computer 
node (CN1) and the second computer node (CN3) for the 
data record, and transmits the data record via this broadband 
connection if a data record of the first type is identified. If 
a data record of the Second type is identified, the commu 
nications application (CA1) transmits the data in a connec 
tionless fashion via an internet (KN1). The communications 
application (CA3) of the second computer node (CN3) 
receives a data record to be delivered in a different way, 
depending on the type of data record, and for the delivery, 
Switches transparently between the different methods of 
receipt. 

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEM FORTRANSMITTING/RECEIVING 
DATA RECORDS AMONG COMPUTER 
NODES WITH COMMUNICATION 

APPLICATIONS VIA AN INTERNET OR VIA 
A BROADBAND CONNECTION DEPENDING 

ON THE TYPE OF DATA RECORDS 

This application is based on and claims the benefit of 
German Patent Application No. 19819 292.4 filed Apr. 30, 
1998, which is incorporated by reference herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a method to transfer a data record 
from a first computer node to a Second computer node. The 
invention further relates to a computer node (CN1) with a 
communications application (CA1) which is configured so 
that it transmits a data record which is transmitted to it for 
transfer to a Second computer node (CN3) to a communi 
cations application (CA3) of the Second computer node 
(CN3) and a computer node (CN3) with a communications 
application (CA3) which is configured so that it delivers to 
the second computer node (CN3) a data record which is 
transmitted to it by a communications application (CA1) of 
a first computer node (CN1). The invention may also be 
embodied as a communications application. 
To work together effectively, a team that is distributed 

over geographically different locations must be able to 
eXchange data among the team members computers. The 
invention is based on a method of the prior art for the 
transfer of documents among the members of Such a team. 

The team members computers are configured with web 
client applications and web server applications. These appli 
cations can exchange data among themselves at any time by 
means of TCP/IP (TCP=Transport Control Protocol, 
IP=Internet Protocol) protocols of an internet, which means 
that there is practically a permanent internet connection 
between these applications. To Send to another team member 
data that relate, for example, to the layout of a document, the 
data are transported by the application that manages these 
data to the web client application of the Sending team 
member's computer. This web client application then trans 
mits the data over the internet to the Web Server application 
of the other team members computer. Thus these data are 
provided to the latter computer. JP-A-09233085 disclose a 
data transmission method in which, depending on the posi 
tion of the destination computer, different communications 
mechanisms are used to transfer data. If the destination 
computer is not connected to the originating computer's 
network, the data are thereby transmitted via the TCP/IP 
protocol. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to make possible an 
efficient and user-friendly transfer of data from a first 
computer node to a Second computer node. 

The invention teaches a method to transfer a data record 
from a first computer node to a Second computer node. 

The invention is based on the teaching that a communi 
cations application of a first computer node is responsible 
for the transmission of data to a communications application 
of a Second computer, and that the data are thereby trans 
mitted between these communications applications in dif 
ferent ways, depending on the type of data in question, 
whereby a first type of data is transmitted via an internet, and 
a Second type of data is transmitted via a point-to-point 
broadband connection established for this transmission. 
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This method offers the advantage that the transmission 

times and transmission costs can thereby be reduced. A fast 
but expensive broadband connection is established only for 
a short time to transmit a special type of data. Other data are 
transmitted via a more economical, if Slower, connectionless 
communications mechanism. Because this transmission 
takes place transparently for the user of the client application 
and other applications of the computer node Via a uniform 
application interface, the Solution taught by the invention is 
particularly user-friendly, and does not require any modifi 
cations to existing applications. 
Advantageous embodiments of the invention are 

described in the Subclaims. 

The invention teaches that it is advantageous above all to 
make a distinction between mass data and control data, and 
to transmit the mass data via the broadband connection. 
Consequently, a relatively rapid and cost-effective transmis 
Sion of control data (no time required to establish the 
connection, Slow transmission of a relatively Small quantity 
of data) and mass data (additional time required to establish 
the connection, but fast transmission of a large quantity of 
data) becomes possible. The efficiency can even be 
increased further by buffering and compressing the mass 
data. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The invention is explained in greater detail below on the 
basis of one exemplary embodiment, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram that shows a communications 
System that has a plurality of computer nodes as claimed by 
the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a functional diagram illustrating the construction 
of two computer nodes as illustrated in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 shows three geographically Separated computer 
nodes CN1 to CN3 and two communications networks KN1 
and KN2, by means of which the computer nodes CN1 to 
CN3 are connected to one another. The computer nodes CN1 
to CN3 are each assigned to respective users U1, U2 and U3. 
The users U1, U2 and U3, with their respective computer 

nodes CN1 to CN3, form a team that works together to 
perform a task, and for this purpose must constantly 
eXchange different types of data with one another. The 
number of computer nodes and the number of users in this 
case have been Selected merely by way of example. One 
example of Such an application is the graphics industry, 
where, for example, editors and production perSonnel must 
be in constant on-line communication with their central 
office, and from time to time must transmit large quantities 
of data, e.g. pictures or finished pages, at high Speeds (to 
meet deadlines). 
The computer nodes CN1 to CN3 each consist of a 

computer (PC, workStation, network computer), which is 
provided by means of corresponding communications com 
ponents with the means to connect to the communications 
networks KN1 and KN2. On the hardware and Software 
System platform provided by the computer there are a 
plurality of applications, each of which is formed by an 
application program, and each program of which is executed 
by the computer. 

The communications network KN1 is an internet, by 
means of which the computer nodes CN1 to CN3 can 
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exchange data by means of a TCP/IP protocol stack. In this 
case, the data are transmitted by the communications net 
work KN1 to the destination computer node in a connec 
tionless manner in the form of data packets on the basis of 
the destination address in the header. Physically, the com 
munications network KN1 is formed from a plurality of 
different Sub-networkS. For example, the computer node 
CN1 is connected by means of an analog connection of an 
ISDN connection (ISDN=Integrated Services Digital 
Network) of a telephone network with a gateway computer 
in a backbone network, which for its part uses an ATM or 
DQDB Medium Access Protocol (ATM=Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode, DQDB=Distributed Queue Dual Bus). The 
computer node CN2 can be connected, for example, by 
means of an ADSL modem (ADSL=Asymmetrical Digital 
Subscriber Line) and the computer node CN3 can be 
connected, for example, to a gateway computer in the 
backbone network by means of a LAN (LAN=Local Area 
Network). 

The communications network KN2 is formed by an ATM 
network, by means of which the broadband point-to-point 
connections between the computer nodes CN1 to CN3 can 
be established. It is also possible that the communications 
network KN2 in question can be another type of network 
that makes it possible to establish broadband point-to-point 
connections. The communications network KN2 can, for 
example, be a telephone network through which ISDN 
point-to-point connections are established, a network that 
provides the Datex-M or frame relay connections, or a 
transmission network via which the STM can establish 
point-to-point connections. 

In this case, it is also naturally possible for the commu 
nications networks KN1 and KN2 to overlap in a physical 
Sense to Some extent, for example if a telephone network is 
used as the acceSS network into an internet backbone 
network, and at the same time this telephone network is used 
for the establishment of ISDN point-to-point connections. In 
that case, it is advantageous that only one communications 
component and one network connection are required in the 
corresponding computer nodes. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the transfer of a data record from the 
computer node CN1 to the computer node CN3 in the form 
of one example of the functional construction of the com 
puter nodes CN1 to CN3. 

FIG. 2 shows the computer nodes CN1 and CN3, which 
can be connected to one another by means of the commu 
nications networks KN1 and KN2. The computer nodes CN1 
have a plurality of applications A, a data base DB1 and a 
communications application CA1. The computer node CN3 
has a plurality of applications A, a data base DB3 and a 
communications application CA3. 

The applications A are each formed by a computer pro 
gram that can be run on the System platform of the computer 
node CN1 or CN3, and which make possible the transfer or 
data and/or the receipt of data to or from other computer 
nodes CA1 and CA1 respectively. Examples of Such appli 
cation programs include work processing, graphics or file 
management programs. 
The databases DB1 and DB3 can also be replaced by file 

Systems. 
The communications applications CA1 and CA3 are each 

formed by a computer program that can be run on the System 
platform of the computer node CN1 or CN3 respectively. 
The communications applications CA1 and CA3 therefore 
also exist independently of the computer nodes CN1 or CN3, 
respectively, for example in the form of a computer program 

5 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
that is Stored on a data medium. The mode of operation of 
the communications applications CA1 and CA3 described 
below relates to the execution of the communications appli 
cations by the computer nodes CN1 and CN3 respectively. 
The communications application CA1 hereby transmits a 

data record which is transmitted to it in the computer node 
CN1 for transfer to the computer node CN3, transparently 
for the applications A and the user U1, to the communica 
tions application CA3. This communications application 
CA3 then provides the data record transmitted to it by the 
communications application CA1 to the computer node 
CN3. Depending on the type of data record transmitted, it is 
thereby transmitted in one of a number of different ways 
from the communications application CA1 to the commu 
nications application CA3. 
A first option for the transmission of a data record to the 

communications application CA1 for transfer is thereby that 
the communications application CA1 provides a user inter 
face for the user U1, by means of which the latter can input 
commands to initiate the transfer of data records Stored in 
the data base DB1. During the transfer, in response to a 
command from the user U1, a data record designated by the 
user U1 is retrieved from the data base DB1 and is trans 
mitted to a computer node Selected by the user, in this 
example the computer node CN3, by the communications 
application CA1. For this purpose, the user interface advan 
tageously represents a graphical user interface Similar to a 
file management program, an e-mail System or a web 
browser. It is also possible that the user interface can also be 
used to Select the data records to be transferred, which can 
be formed by files inside the file system of the computer 
node CN1. 
A Second option is that a control message is sent from one 

of the applications A of the computer node CN1 to the 
communications application CA1., by means of which the 
latter application is requested to transfer the data record to 
one of the computer nodes CN2 to CN3, in this example to 
the computer node CN3. For this purpose, the application 
must be specially configured So that, for its part, it must have 
a corresponding interface with the communications appli 
cation CA1. The data record itself can thereby be a part of 
this message, or it can be transmitted with a separate, 
Subsequent message. It is also possible that the message 
contains a pointer to the location in which the data record to 
be transferred is Stored, and from which location the com 
munications application CA1 retrieves the data record dur 
ing the transfer. 
A first option to provide a data record via the communi 

cations application CA3 is that the data record transmitted 
can be stored in a file or in a database of the computer node 
CN3, e.g. in the data base DB3, and then retrieved from 
there by applications A of the computer node CN3. The data 
field in which the data record is stored is thereby advanta 
geously defined by the communications application CA3 or 
by the communications application CA1. The communica 
tions application CA3 can also provide a user interface to the 
user U3, by means of which the user is informed of the data 
records transmitted by the other computer nodes CN1 to 
CN3, and by means of which the user can enter commands 
to initiate the further transfer of a data record transmitted to 
the computer node CN3 or the further transfer of a data 
record transmitted to another computer node. In this case, it 
is advantageous that the data records can be Stored in the 
data base DB3 after they are received, and from which they 
can then be transmitted by the user U3 to another destina 
tion. 
A second option for the delivery of a data record by the 

communications application CA3 is that the communica 
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tions application CA3 can transfer the data record transmit 
ted to one of the applications A of the computer node CN3. 
The application A to which the data record is delivered is 
thereby defined by the application that has transmitted this 
data record to the communications application CA1 for the 
transfer. It is also possible for the communications applica 
tion CA3 to identify this application, for example on the 
basis of the identity of the computer node from which the 
data record originated. To transfer the data record to the 
Specified application, the data record is Sent to the applica 
tion in a message, or the data record transmitted is Stored in 
the computer node CN3, and a pointer to the corresponding 
memory area is transmitted to the Specified application. 

All of the options described above for the transmission of 
a data record and for the delivery of a data record can 
naturally also be performed Simultaneously by the commu 
nications applications CA1 and CA3. 

The communications application CA1 has three program 
modules CSA, WS and BCS, which are program parts of the 
computer program from which the communications appli 
cation CA1 is formed. The program modules CSA, WS and 
BCS perform the following functions when they are realized 
as parts of the communications application CA1: The pro 
gram module CSA represents the access interface for the 
transmission of a data record to the communications appli 
cations CA1, identifies the type of data record being 
transmitted, and controls the transmission of the data record 
transmitted by means of the program modules WS and BCS. 

The program module CSA distinguishes between two 
types of data records. The first type of data record it 
identifies contains mass data. Such data records can contain, 
for example, images, finished pages, Video Sequences or a 
multimedia document. A Second type of data record contains 
the control data or relatively Small quantities of data. Such 
data records can consist, for example, of control data that are 
eXchanged between applications, correction data or Status 
data concerning documents. It is also possible that the 
program module CSA can distinguish between other types of 
data records, e.g. between image data and text data on one 
hand, and control data on the other hand, or between image 
data on one hand and text data and control data on the other 
hand. 
A first option for the determination of the type of a data 

record consists of evaluating one or more Status parameters 
of the data record. If the data record in question is, for 
example, a page that is ready for printing (and thus contains 
a large quantity of data), which is indicated by a certain 
Status parameter, the System determines that the data record 
in question is a data record of the first type. The type of the 
data record can also be indicated by a file name that is 
assigned to the data record. In that case, the type of data 
record can also be determined by an evaluation of the file 

C. 

A Second option for the identification of the type of data 
record consists of a determination of the Size of the data 
record. If the size of the data record exceeds a defined 
threshold, the System determines that the data record in 
question is a data record of the first type. 
A third option for the identification of the type of data 

record is that the application A which transmits the data 
record to be transmitted is identified, and a correspondence 
is established between the type of data record and the 
application A. Once this correspondence has been 
established, the type of data record is identified on the basis 
of the application. 
A third option for the determination of the type of data 

record is that a correspondence is determined between the 
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6 
file or the file area in which the data record is stored, and the 
type of data record, and the type of data record is identified 
on the basis of this correspondence. 

It is naturally also possible that the type of data record 
transmitted can be determined by means of an algorithm that 
determines the type of data record from a combination of the 
options described above. 

If a data record of the first type is identified, the functions 
of the program module BCS are accessed, and the transmis 
Sion of the data record is effected via a point-to-point 
broadband connection established for this data record by the 
communications network KN2 to the communications appli 
cation CA3. If a data record of the second type is identified, 
the functions of the program module WS are accessed, and 
the connectionless transmission of the data record is effected 
by the communications network KN1 to the communica 
tions application CA3. 

It is naturally also possible that the program module CSA 
can distinguish among more than two types of data records, 
and transmit the respective types of data records in different 
ways. For example, for the transmission of different types of 
data records, point-to-point broadband connections of dif 
ferent bandwidths can be established by different networks. 
For example, an ISDN connection could be established for 
a third type of data, and an ATM connection for a fourth type 
of data. 

The program module WS has those function groups of an 
internet browser that make it possible to identify a data 
record via the communications network KN1. If the program 
module WS is called up by the program module CSA, it 
determines the address of the destination computer node 
CA3 in the communications network KN1, i.e. the internet 
address of the computer node CA3, and by means of the 
function groups described above controls the transmission of 
a message packet with the data record via the communica 
tions network KN1 to the indicated destination address. 
The program module BCS has function groups that are 

required for the establishment of a point-to-point connection 
by the communications network KN2 and the transmission 
of data via Such a connection (protocol stacks etc.). If the 
program module BCS is called up by the program module 
CSA, it identifies the address of the destination computer 
node CA3 in the communications network KN2, for 
example the telephone number of the subscriber line by 
which the computer node CN3 is connected to the commu 
nications network KN2. Then it orders the establishment of 
a point-to-point broadband connection to this destination 
address and sends the data record via this connection to the 
computer node CN3. 

It is further advantageous if the program module BCS 
compresses the data record prior to the transmission, and 
Sends it in a compressed mode to the computer node CN3 via 
the connection. 
The program module CSA can also be used to maintain a 

Status list by the program module CSA to coordinate trans 
mission and receipt. 
The communications application CA3 has three program 

modules CRA, WR and BCA, which are parts of the 
computer program that form the communications applica 
tion CA3. The program modules CRA, WR and BCR 
perform the following functions when they are run within 
the communications application CA3: The program modules 
WR and BCR have function groups on the receiving side 
that are analogous to the function groups of the program 
modules WS and BCS respectively on the transmission side. 
They also report to the program module CRA the receipt of 
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the data received via the communications networks KN1 and 
KN2 respectively. 
The program module CRA delivers a data record trans 

mitted by one of the computer nodes CN1 to CN2 to the 
computer node CN3, Switches transparently between the 
different methods of receipt for such data records to be 
delivered, and controls the receipt of Such data records by 
means of the program modules WS and BCS. If data are 
received from the computer nodes CN3 by means of the 
communications networks KN1 or KN2, the receipt is 
reported to the program module CRA by the program 
modules WR and BCR. If the data in question are in a data 
record that was determined by one of the communications 
applications of one of the computer nodes CN1 to CN2 for 
delivery to the computer node CN3, the program module 
CRA determines whether this data record will be transmitted 
via the communications network KN2 or via the communi 
cations network KN1. This determination can be made, for 
example, by an evaluation of a transmission ID of the 
transmitting communications application that is Sent along 
with the data record. 

In the first case, i.e. if the data record in question is a data 
record of the first type, the program accesses the functions 
of the program module BCR and receives the data record by 
means of the point-to-point broadband connection estab 
lished on the transmission side by the communications 
application CA1. In the Second case, i.e. if the data record in 
question is a data record of the Second type, the functions of 
the program module WR are accessed, and the data record 
is received in a connectionless manner via the communica 
tions network KN1 by the communications application CA3. 

The Switchover between modes of reception can thereby 
also be controlled by the exchange of commands between 
the program modules CSA and CRA. 

FIG. 2 illustrates by way of example the structure of a 
transmission-side communications application CA1 and of a 
receiving-Side communications application CA3. It is also 
naturally advantageous if a communications application of a 
computer node has both the transmission-side and the 
receiving-Side function groups, and is thus equipped with 
the program modules CSA, WS, BCS, CRA, WR and BCR. 
In this case it is advantageous to combine the pairs of 
program modules CSA and CRA, WS and WR, as well as 
BCS and BCR into respective single program modules. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of transferring a data record from a first 

computer node (CN1) to a second computer node (CN3), 
whereby the data record to be transferred is transmitted to a 
communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1), from which the data record is then transmitted 
to a communications application (CA3) of the Second com 
puter node (CN3), wherein: 

a communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1) identifies a type of the data record and is 
responsible for determining the transmission method 
and transmitting the data record to the communications 
application (CA3) of the second computer node (CN3) 
in one of Several different ways depending on the type 
of data record identified, 

whereby if a data record of a first type is identified, the 
communications application (CA1) of the first com 
puter node (CN1) establishes a point-to-point broad 
band connection between the first computer node 
(CN1) and the second computer node (CN3) for the 
data record, and transmits the data record to the com 
munications application (CA3) of the Second computer 
node (CN3) via this broadband connection, and 
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if a data record of a Second type is identified, the com 

munications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1) transmits the data record in a connection 
less manner (KN1) to the communications application 
(CA3) of the second computer node (CN3) by means of 
an internet. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
during the transmission, the data record is transmitted from 
an application (A) of the first computer node (CN1) to the 
communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1), and the communications application (CA1) of 
the first computer node (CN1) transmits the data record thus 
received to the communications application (CA3) of the 
second computer node (CN3). 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
during the transmission, the communications application 
(CA1) of the first computer node (CN1), in response to a 
command, retrieves the data record that is Stored in the first 
computer node (CN1), and transmits the data record 
retrieved to the communications application (CA3) of the 
second computer node (CN3). 

4. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
the communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1) identifies a data record of the first type if the 
data record contains mass data. 

5. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
the communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1) identifies a data record of the second type if the 
data record contains control data. 

6. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
the communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1) identifies the type of the data record on the basis 
of one or more Status parameters of the data record. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
the communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1) identifies the type of data record on the basis of 
the quantity of data in the data record. 

8. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
one or more simultaneous ISDN connections are established 
as a point-to-point broadband connection. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
an ATM connection is established as a point-to-point broad 
band connection. 

10. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
the communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1) compresses a data record of the first type and 
transmits it in compressed form to the communications 
application (CA3) of the second computer node (CN3). 

11. A first computer node (CN1) with a communications 
application (CA1), the communications application is con 
figured So that it transmits a data record which is transmitted 
to it for transfer to a second computer node (CN3) through 
a communications application (CA3) of the Second com 
puter node (CN3) wherein, 

the communications application (CA2) of the first com 
puter node (CN2) is provided with control means 
(CSA), a first communications means (BCS) and a 
Second communications means (WS), 

wherein the control means (CSA) are configured to iden 
tify a type of the data record transmitted and, as a 
function of the type of data record identified, directly 
transmit it to the communications application (CA3) of 
the second computer node (CN3) in one or more of a 
number of different ways, 

whereby the data record is transmitted by means of the 
first communications means (BCS) if a data record of 
the first type is identified, and the data record is 
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transmitted by means of the Second communications 
means (WS) if a data record of the second type is 
identified, wherein 

if the data record is a data record of a first type, the first 
communications means (BCS) are configured to 
directly transmit the data record using an established 
point-to-point broadband connection between the first 
computer node (CN1) and the Second computer node 
(CN3), wherein the data record is sent via said broad 
band connection to the communications application 
(CA3) of the second computer node (CN3), and 

if the data record is a data record of a Second type, the 
Second communication means (WS) are configured to 
directly transmit the data record in a connectionless 
manner via an internet (KN1) to the communications 
application (CA3) of the second computer node (CN3). 

12. A second computer node (CN3) with a communica 
tions application (CA3), the communication application 
(CA3) is configured So that it delivers to the Second com 
puter node (CN3) a data record which is transmitted to it by 
a communications application (CA1) of a first computer 
node (CN1), wherein; 

the communications application (CA3) of the Second 
computer node (CN3) is provided with control means 
(CRA), first communications means (BCR) and second 
communications means (WR), such that the control 
means (CRA) are configured with a delivery switch to 
receive the data record to be delivered in one or more 
of a different receiving modes depending on a type of 
data record from the communications application 
(CA1) of the first computer node (CA1), and for 
delivery of the data record to be switched transparently 
between the different receiving modes, whereby 

the delivery switch receives the data record by means of 
the first communications means (BCR) when the data 
record received is a data record of a first type, and 

the delivery switch receives the data record by means of 
the second communications means (WR) when the data 
record received is a data record of a Second type, 
wherein 
the first communications means (BCR) are configured 

to receive the data record to be delivered by means 
of a point-to-point broadband connection between 
the first computer node (CN1) and the second com 
puter node (CN3) from the communications appli 
cation (CA1) of the first computer node (CN1), when 
the data record is a data record of the first type, and 

the Second communications means (WR) are config 
ured to receive the data record to be delivered in a 
connectionless manner via an internet (KN1) from 
the communications application (CA1) of the first 
computer node (CN1) when the data record is a data 
record of the Second type. 

13. A communications application (CA1) for use in a first 
computer node (CN1) which is configured so that it trans 
mits a data record which is transmitted to it for transfer to a 
Second computer node (CN3) through a communications 
application (CN3) of the second computer node (CN3), 
wherein 

the communications application (CA1) is provided with a 
first program module (CSA), a Second program module 
(BCS) and a third program module (WS), wherein 

the first program module (CSA) is configured so that upon 
execution, the first program module identifies a type of 
data record being transmitted, and depending on the 
type of data record identified, the program module 
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10 
transmits the data record in one or more of a number of 
different ways to the communications application 
(CA3) of the second computer node (CN3), whereby 
the communications application (CA1) transmits the 
data record by means of the Second program module 
(BCS) if it identifies a data record of a first type, and 
transmits the data record by means of third program 
module (WS) if it identifies a data record of a second 
type, 

the Second program module (BCS) is configured So that 
when the Second program module (BCS) is executed 
for the data record to be transmitted, the Second pro 
gram module BCS brings about the establishment of a 
point-to-point broadband connection between the first 
computer node (CN1) and the Second computer node 
(CN3) and the transmission of the data record via said 
broadband connection to the communications applica 
tion (CA3) of the second computer node (CN3) if the 
data record is a data record of the first type, and 

the third program module (WS) is configured so that when 
it is executed, the third program module (WS) brings 
about the transmission of the data record to be trans 
mitted in a connectionleSS manner via an internet 
(KN1) to the communications application (CA3) of the 
Second computer node (CA3), if the data record is a 
data record of the Second type. 

14. A communications application (CA3) for use in a 
Second computer node (CN3), the communication applica 
tion (CA3) is configured so that it provides a data record 
which is transmitted to it from a communications application 
(CA1) of a first computer node (CN1) to the second com 
puter node (CN3), wherein 

the communications application (CA3) is provided with a 
first program module (CRA), a second program module 
(BCR) and a third program module (WR), wherein the 
first program module (CRA) is configured so that when 
it is executed, the first program module receives the 
data record to be delivered in one or more of a different 
modes of reception different depending on type of data 
record, from the communications application (CA1) of 
the first computer node (CN1), and for the provision of 
transparent Switching between the different modes of 
reception, whereby the communication application 
(CA3) it receives the data record by means of the 
second program module (BCR) when the data record 
received is a data record of first type, and receives the 
data record by means of the third program module 
(WR) when the data record received is a data record of 
a second type, the Second program module (BCR) is 
configured So that when it is executed, if the data record 
is a data record of the first type, the Second program 
module receives the data record to be delivered by 
means of a point-to-point broadband connection 
between the first computer node (CN1) and the second 
computer node (CN3) from the communications appli 
cation (CA1) of the first computer node (CN1), and the 
third program module (WR) is configured so that when 
it is executed, if the data record is a data record of the 
Second type, the third program module receives the 
data record to be delivered in a connectionless manner 
via an internet (KN1) from the communications appli 
cation (CA1) of the first computer node (CN1). 

15. A method of transferring a data record from a first 
computer node (CN1) to a second computer node (CN3), 
whereby the data record to be transferred is transmitted to a 
communications application (CA1) of the first computer 
node (CN1), from which the data record is then transmitted 
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to a communications application (CA3) of the Second com- cation means (BSC), a point-to-point broadband con 
puter node (CN3), wherein: nection between the first computer node (CN1) and the 

the communications application (CA1) having a control second computer node (CN3) for the data record, and 
means (CSA) with a first communication means (BCS) directly transmits the data record to the communica 
and a second communication means (WS), Said control 5 tions application (CA3) of the Second computer node 
means (CSA) of Said communication application (CN3) via said broadband connection, and 
(CA1) of the first computer node (CN1) identifies a - 
type of the data record and is responsible for determin- if a data record of a second type is identified, the com 
ing the transmission method and transmitting the data munications application (CA1) of the first computer 
record directly to the communications application 10 node (CN1) directly transmits, via the second commu 
(CA3) of the second computer node (CN3) in one of nication means (WS), the data record in a connection 
Several different ways depending on the type of data less manner (KN1) to the communications application 
record identified, (CA3) of the second computer node (CN3) by means of 

whereby if a data record of a first type is identified, the 15 an internet. 
communications application (CA1) of the first com 
puter node (CN1) establishes, via the first communi 


