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SHOE RACK CABINET 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Virtually all oriental houses, hotels, churches, temples and 
restaurants provide for storing families' and guests' shoes at 
the entrances since it is an oriental custom to remove shoes 
before entering such buildings. Removing shoes at the en 
trance of such buildings has merit from the standpoint of 
sanitation since it is one way to separate the living rooms from 
the streets. Removing one's shoes also enhances relaxation. 
The custom of removing shoes at entrances to homes in the 
orient begun upon the advent of shoes and it will probably 
continue as long as the streets are not as clean as the living 
rooms. Since the end of World War II there has been a great 
influx of Westerners to the orient. As a result, this custom of 
removing shoes before entering a living room has widely been 
introduced to the West and practiced. Since there are no con 
venient facilities for people to remove shoes at the entrances 
of Western houses, the impracticality of doing so outweighs 
the persons desire to remove shoes. Thus, there exists a need 
for a shoe removing facility at an entrance of Western houses. 

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to provide a 
cabinet for temporarily storing shoes but which is also pro 
vided with slidable shoe racks which may be easily pulled out 
of the cabinet to facilitate ready access to all of the shoes 
disposed on the shoe rack. 
Another object is to provide a slidable support for a shoe 

rack which will adapt the latter to be pulled out of the cabinet 
to the extent of exposing all of the shoe-holder elements but 
which may be pushed back into the cabinet whereby doors on 
the latter may be closed and the cabinet will appear as a 
decorative item of furniture. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent during the course of the following specifica 
'tion when taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a shoe rack cabinet accord 
ing to one embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view looking substantially along the line 
2-2 of FIG. I. 

FIG. 3 is a partial sectional view looking substantially along 
the line 3-3 of FIG, 2. 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view, similar to FIG. 3 but showing the 
shoe rack in its drawn out position. 
FIG. 5 is a partial sectional view looking substantially along 

the 5-5 of FIG. 2. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION 
Before explaining this invention in detail, it is to be un 

derstood that the invention is not limited in its application to 
the details of construction and arrangement of parts illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, since the invention is capable 
of being practiced or carried out in various ways. Also it is to 
be understood that the phraseology or terminology employed 
is for the purpose of description and not of limitation. 

Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows a shoe rack cabinet 
10 constructed according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion. The shoe rack cabinet 10 is generally rectangular and has 
sidewalls 12, 14, a top wall 16, bottom wall 18, and two doors 
20, 22 suitably hinged at 21 and 23 (FIG. 2) to the sidewalls 
12 and 14 respectively. - 
Included in the cabinet 10 are a pair of shoe racks 24, 26. 

Although only two such racks are shown in the drawings, any 
number of racks may be provided as desired. Each rack 24 
and 26 is slidably mounted in the cabinet whereby such racks 
may be moved in and out of the cabinet 10. The racks 24 and 
26 are identical and accordingly, only the rack 26 will be 
described in detail. 
The rack 26 consists of a pair of spaced side supports 28 

between which are mounted a plurality of spaced rods 32. 
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2 
Although only three rods 32 are shown in the drawings, it will 
be understood that any number of rods may be provided as 
desired. Each rod 32 has suitably affixed thereto a plurality of 
spaced shoe-holder elements 34 which may have a configura 
tion in the form of an inverted U wherein each leg of the U has 
a right angle bend adjacent the end. The right angle bends 
result in two relatively short extensions 36, 38 which are 
generally perpendicular to the general plane of the U. The ter 
minal ends of the extensions 36, 38 are suitably secured to the 
rod 32 in the manner shown in the drawings so that the main 
part of each shoe-holder element 34 will be generally disposed 
in a vertical plane spaced from a vertical plane in which the as 
sociated rod 32 is contained. Accordingly, a shoe may be 
readily placed on the shoe-holder element 34 wit with the 
latter fitting into the main body of the shoe as the heel portion 
is disposed below the general level of the rod 32. The shoe 
holder element 34 may be tapered slightly, that is the two legs 
of the U may converge towards the connecting bridge of the 
U, to facilitate placement and removal of a shoe from the shoe 
holder element 34. 
Each of the side supports 28 is adapted to be mounted for 

rolling movement relative to the sides of the cabinet. To this 
end, the sidewall 12 of the cabinet has four spaced rollers 40, 
41, 42, 43 each suitably mounted on short stub shafts secured 
to the inside of the cabinet wall 12. Mounted for slidable 
movement between the spaced rollers 40, 41 and 42, 43 is a 
slide member 46. The latter may have longitudinal edges 
which are circular in cross section in order to be accom 
modated in the concave surfaces about the periphery of the 
rollers 40-43. It will be apparent, therefore, that the slide 
member 46 will be supported on the rollers 40-43 as the slide 
element 46 is slid in or out of the cabinet 10. 
The slide element 46 has a pair of spaced longitudinal 

openings 48, 50 each of which is adapted to receive a roller 
52, 54 suitably mounted on the side of the previously 
described side support 28. The rollers 52, 54 are rotatable 
about horizontal axes and may be supported by suitable short 
stub shafts projecting from the side of the side support 28. The 
rollers 52, 54 each have a concave surface about the periphery 
thereof whereby the smallest diameter of the rollers 52, 54 is 
just slightly less than the width or height of the openings 48,50 
and the largest diameter of the rollers 52, 54 is larger than the 
width of the openings 48, 50. Accordingly, the rollers 52, 54 
will roll in said openings on the edges of the latter without 
falling out. The longitudinal edges of the openings may be cir 
cular in cross section. One end portion of each opening 48,50 
may be slightly enlarged to facilitate assembly of the rollers 
52, 54 in the respective opening 48, 50. 
From the above description it will be seen that the rollers 

40-43 support side support 28 and the latter in turn support 
the rollers 52, 54 mounted on the shoe rack 26. Accordingly, 
the shoe rack may be slid out to the position shown in FIG. 4 
wherein the slide members 46 have slid out relative to the 
cabinet sidewalls 12, 14 and the side supports 28 have slid out 
relative to the cabinet sidewalls 12, 14 and also relative to the 
slide members 46. It will be apparent, therefore, that the shoe 
rack 26 may be pulled practically all the way out of the 
cabinet to facilitate full utilization while still having adequate 
cantilever support when it is in its full pulled out disposition as 
shown in FIG. 4. 

Although only one shoe rack slide support assembly has 
been described, it will be understood that both sides of each 
shoe rack 24, 25 are supported in the same manner. 
As may be desired, additional shoe-holding means may be 

provided on the insides of the doors 20, 22. Such means may 
comprise suitable tapered pockets 56 made of a flexible 
material, for example plastic or fabric. The pockets 56 are 
adapted to receive vertically disposed shoes and therefore are 
open at the top and bottom. A brush 58, shoehorn 60, and 
other implements (not shown) may also be mounted on the 
cabinet doors or in the cabinet. A shoe rest 62 may be in 
cluded on the front of the cabinet to assist people who may 
desire to brush or polish their shoes. The shoe rest 62 may be 
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movably or detachably mounted to dispose it out of sight when 
not in use. For example, it may be mounted on a pivot support 
64 so that it can be pivoted to a position completely disposed 
out of sight underneath the bottom wall 18 of the cabinet 
when not in use. 

While preferred embodiments of the invention have been 
shown and described, it will be obvious that numerous omis 
sions, changes and additions may be made in such embodi 
ments without departing from the spirit and scope of the in 
vention. 

I claim: 
1. A shoe rack cabinet for holding shoes in a generally verti 

cal disposition comprising enclosure means having a pair of 
vertically disposed sidewalls, a plurality of shoe rack means in 
said enclosure, operable means for sliding said shoe rack 
means on the sidewalls of said enclosure means between 
closed and extended positions, said shoe rack means having a 
plurality of shoe-holder elements for holding shoes, said shoe 
holder elements being mounted between a pair of shoe rack 
side supports, said operable means comprising roller means 
mounting said side supports on said cabinet sidewalls for slid 
ing movement between said closed and extended positions. 

2. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 1 wherein said 
operable means comprises a slide member, said roller means 
comprising a first set of rollers slidably supporting said slide 
member on said cabinet sidewalls and a second set of rollers 
slidably supporting said shoe rack side supports on said slide 
member, thereby adapting said shoe rack means to be pulled 
out to its fully extended position to facilitate ready access to 
all of said shoe-holder elements on said shoe rack means while 
still maintaining firm support for the extended shoe rack 
reas. 

3. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 2 wherein said 
first set of rollers each have a concave surface about the 
periphery thereof. 

4. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 3 wherein said 
slide member has longitudinal edges having at least a partial 
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4. 
circular cross section, said longitudinal edges being engaged 
within the depression of the concave surfaces of said first set 
of rollers. 

5. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 2 wherein said 
second set of rollers are mounted on said shoe rack side sup 
ports, said slide member having a pair of longitudinally ex 
tended openings in each of which a roller of said secondset of 
rollers is accommodated. 

6. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 5 wherein said 
second set of rollers each have a concave surface about the 
periphery thereof, said longitudinally extended openings in 
said slide member having a transverse width greater than the 
smallest diameter of said second set of rollers but less than the 
larger diameter of said second set of rollers. 

7. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 6 wherein the lon 
gitudinal edges of said openings in said slide member have at 
least a partial circular cross section, said last-mentioned lon 
gitudinal edges being engaged within the depressions of the 
concave surfaces of said second set of rollers. 

8. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 1 wherein said 
shoe rack means comprises elongated rods to which said shoe 
holder elements are secured, each of said latter elements 
being generally in the form of an inverted U, each leg of said U 
having a right angle bend defining short extensions generally 
perpendicular to the general plane of the U, the terminal ends 
of said extensions being secured to said rod whereby each 
shoe rack element is disposed in a generally vertical plane 
spaced from a vertical plane in which the associated rod is 
contained. 

9. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 9 wherein the U 
of said shoe rack elements converge as the connecting bridge 
of the U is approached. 

10. A shoe rack cabinet according to claim 1 further com 
prising a foot rest device on said cabinet, and means for mov 
ing said foot rest device to dispose it out of sight. 


