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To all whom it may concern :

_ Be it known that I, EDwARD P. MURPHY,
of the city and county of Albany, and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Letter-Box Indicators,
of which the following is a full and exact de-
scription, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, in which—

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of a letter-
box with indicator attached, and Fig. 2 a ver-
tical section through the center line of the in-
dicator.

My invention econsists in combining with a
street letter-box an indicator whose hands can
only be operated trom the interior of the box,
in the manner hereinafter fully deseribed.

The object of my invention is to advertise
to the public the hour when the next collec-
tion of mail-matter will be taken from the
box.

As shown in the drawings, A is the letter-
box, which may be made in any desirable form.
Secured to the face of the box is an hour-dial,
B, whose graduations are exposed to public
view,

O is the hour-hand, secured to a sleeve run-
ning through the dial and into the interior of
the box, where it is provided with a head, ¢,
for moving the hand around to its required
position. A spring, ¢/, interposed between the

head ¢ and the front plateof the box,produces
sufficient friction to retain the hand in posi-
tion when set.

D is the minute-hand, secured to the shaft

d,which passes through the sleeve of the hour-
hand into the interior of the box, where there
is secured to it the head d’, for turning the
hand. The friction-spring d? retains the min-
ute-hand in its required position.

A plate of heavy glass, I, or other trans-
parent protector, covers the dial, and while it
prevents all external interference with the
hands, affords a clear and unobstructed sight
of them. Said glass is held by a standing
rim, b, of the dialfrom bearing upon the hands,
and is retained in its place by the overlapping
flange f of the ring I, secured to the face of
the box A.

The hour and minute hands are set to the
required time by turning them by the heads
¢ and d’ from the interior of the box; and it
is evident that when arranged to operate in
this manuer, with the hands incased as herein
described, when the box is locked, any exter-
nal interference with them is effectually pre-
vented.

I claim as my invention—

The combination, with letter-box A, dial
B, hour-hand C,minute-hand D, the shaft and
sleeve of said hands, and heads ¢ and d’, of
springs ¢ and 47, glass plate I, rim b, and
flange f, whereby the need of a catch and
hand-turning device is dispensed with, and
the dial and hands are permanently secured .
against interference from outside.
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