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. 'This invention relates to garment supports
and more particularly to a garter. When a
garter is in use, the elastic band which is
secured about the leg beneath the knee has

5 direct contact with the skin and not only
becomes soiled but also saturated, with per-
spiration so that the rubber in.the elastic

- strip deteriorates and either breaks or loses
its elasticity. This is particularly -true in
10: hot weather. i : '
Therefore, one object

- to provide. a shield which may be applied to
a garter and serve to prevent the garter
from becoming soiled or saturated with per-

© 15.spiration when In use, thus protecting the

skin from infections.

Another object of the invention is to de-:

tachably connect the protecting strip with
the earter so that it may be easily removed

20 and laundered. e S
Another -object of the-invention is to so
attach the protecting ‘strip to the garter
that it may extend longitudinally of the

elastic leg-encircling strip of the garter and

25 be wrapped about the portions of the leg to
be encircled by the garter and the garter
prevented from accidentally slipping out of
engagement with the protecting strip.

~ The invention is illugtrated in the accom-

30 panying drawing, wherein : '

" Tigure 1 is a view in elevation showing a
protecting strip applied to a garter of a con-
ventional construction i

Tig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view

35 taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1, and

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing

a modified form of protecting strip applied

to. a garter. - :

The garter to which the protecting strip
40 is applied is of a conventional construction
and includes a pad 1 having a sock-engaging
clasp 2 extending from its lower end and a
leg-encircling strip 3 extending from' one
side. The strip 3 1s formed of elastic fabric
45 and at its free end carries the usual clip 4
adapted to be releasably engaged with a
fastener carried by the pad 1.

The protecting or shielding strip 5 which
is shown in Fig. 1 consists of a strip of
50 woven fabric capable of absorbing moisture
and of greater length than the distance be-
tween the pad 1 and free end of the leg-
encircling strip 8 of the garter. This strip
5 is disposed longitudinally of the leg-
55 encircling strip and at one end is cut or
otherwise reduced in width to form a tongue

of the invention is

‘extension 6 which is passed outwardly

through a slot 7 formed in the pad 1-and

_threaded through slots 8 formed in a plate

9 secured to the outer face of the pad by

stitches 10.. The plate is cerrated along one.
of the slots 8 to form teeth 9 adapted to
bite into the tongue and firmly grip the

same. A stud or button 11 projects from
the plate 9 and is adapted for engagement
by the bill 12 of the clip 4 at the free end of
the strip 8. By having the tongue 6 passed

outwardly through the slot 7 and threaded

through the slots 8 formed in the plate 9, the

%

protecting strip 5 will be.securely held in

engagement with the garter but may be.
Since the

veadily removed when . soiled.
free end of the protecting strip extends be-
yond the free end of the leg-encireling strip

or band 8 of the garter, it will be evident. ¥

that, when in use, the protecting strip may.
be wrapped about the leg with its end por-
tions overlapped and entirely cover the por-
tion of the leg about which the band 3 ex-
tends when the clip 4 is engaged with the
button or fastener 11. The band 3 will,
therefore, be entirely held out of engage-
ment with the skin. and will be protected
from becoming soiled and .also its rubber

prevented from deteriorating as perspira-

tion will be absorbed by the protecting band.
This makes the garter very sanitary and
comfortable to wear. When the protecting
band becomes soiled, it may be easily de-
tached from the garter for laundering and
a clean one substituted. o :
The protecting strip 13, which is illus-
trated in Fig. 8, is also formed of woven

fabric capable of absorbing moisture and of -

greater length than the distance between
the pad 1 of the garter and the free end of
its leg-encircling band or strip 8. In this

form the pad of the garter is provided with

a conventional form of fastener including
the. usual plate 14 from which extends a
button 15.  One end of the strip 13 is pref-
erably reduced in -width but is not pro-
vided with a tongue extension. This end
portion of the protecting strip overlaps the
pad 1 in opposed relation to the strip or
band 8 and is formed with a small opening
through which the button 15 is passed.

"When this form of protecting strip is em-

ployed, it may be disposed, as shown in Fig.
8, and the band and garter applied in the
same manner set forth in connection with the
form disclosed in Fig. 1 or the strip 13 may
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be first wrapped about the leg with its end
portions overlapping and the TDand 3 of the
garter then passed about the protecting strip
and secured by engaging tho bill 12 of its
clip 4 with the proh udlno end portion of
the button 15. It will thus be seen that in
this form the bvti(m gerves not only as means
to anchor the free end of the band 3 but also
as means to releasably conmect the protect-
ing band with the garter.

LL‘ng thus described the invention, I
claim:

L. In combination with a garter having
companion fastener elements at its ends, a
protecting strip having one end detachably
secured to the fastener element at one end of
the garter, said plotoctm strip being of
Q,xeatez width and length than’ the ﬂ"aliel
and  extending longitudinally thereof
against m inner surface and adapted to be
disposed between the garter and a leg en-
civeled thereby.

2. In combination with a garter including
a md, a leg-encireling gtnp e\mnd’no from

sald pad, a fastener engaging element at the
free end of said strip, and a fastener carvierd
bV said pad, of a leg-protecting strip having
one end portion releasably enguged with said
last-mentioned fastener and its other end

free, said protecting strip being of greater
Emwih than said leg- ulcndmo‘ strlp and
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adapted to be disposed longitudinally there-
of between its inner surface and a leg encir-
cled thereby.

3. In combination with a garter including
a pad, a leg-encircling strip extending from
said pad, a fastener engaging clement at the
free end of said strip, and a fastener carried

by said pad and including a base platg

formed with slots, of a leg-protecting strip
having one end 1)10\ ided with a tongue ex-
tension engaged in said slots and its other
end free, said proi‘em’:iuﬂ' strip being of
greater lonﬂth than said leg- Gllcll‘Ll]]lthl‘ n
wd dchpted to be disposed 1(mfnmdumlly
thereof between its inner surfnce and a leg
encircled thereby.

4. In combination with a garter including
a pad, a leg-encircling strip e\tmdmﬂ from
said pad, a fastener engaging element at the
free end of said strip, and a fastener carried
by said pad and inc huhnn a base plate
formed with slots, of a leg- pt(nc”hnn strip
having one end provided with a tongue ex-
tension passed through a sh)t in said pad and
engaged in the slots of said fTastener plate,
sl protecting strip belnn of greater lonoth
than said leg-encireling ~‘L11]) and adf\ptod to
he dx«spoqed Ionnmldm ally thereof between
its inner surface and a leg encircled thereby.

In testimony whereof T afiix my signature.

ZOLTAN J. KEGL. [L.s]
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