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3. 

Thermoplastic resin is formed into a continuous pat 
terned web which remains intact while passing through 
one or more stations where work, including nonmelt form 
ing, is done on the web. For example, the web as formed 
comprises a strip of film having spaced preforms inte 
grally molded to one surface thereof. At the first station, 
the web is longitudinally nonmelt drawn which increases 
the distance between the preforms but does not change 
their configuration because of their greater thickness. At 
the next station, the preforms are nonmelt formed into 
a rivet, and the film between rivets is trimmed in width 
if desired. At the final station, the web is broken down 
into discrete rivets which are nonmelt formed in fasten 
ing disposition through apertured sheet members. If the 
film of the web is retained between one or more pairs 
of rivets, the previously described nonmelt drawing of 
the web strengthens the film so that it can serve as a 
high strength tying element between rivets. Instead of 
rivets, the preforms can be utilized as-molded or as 
thereafter nonmelt formed or drawn to form other use 
ful articles together with or apart from the as-molded 
or thereafter nonmelt drawn film portion of the web. 

  



Nov. 30, 1971 K. W. FIBERT ETAL T892,023 
PROCESS FOR NONMELT FORMING WEBS OF THERMOPLASTIC RESN 

AND ARTICLE FORMED THEREBY 
Filed April i0, l970 

NON-MELT 
DRAWING 

TION 

FORMING 
STATION 

    

  

  


