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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

□ Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically.

□ Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

is International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

-Please See Supplemental Page-*** -

□ As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

As a l searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

No required additional search fees were timely pa d by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-8

Remark on Protest I I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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-""-Continued from Box. No. Ill: Observations where unity of invention is lacking-"*-

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: claims 1-8 are directed toward a protective footwear wrapped around a bare foot.

Group II: claims 9-15 are directed toward a protective footwear having a first attachment element, a second attachment element, and a
forefoot portion.

Group III: claim 16 is directed toward a method of wrapping a protective footwear with first connecting strip.

The inventions listed as Groups l-lll do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons.

The special technical features of Group I include a single-molded strap that can be wrapped around a bare foot having a ball (which is
not present in Groups II, III) in order to provide protection and traction to a ball and a heel of the foot (which is not present in Group III).
The special technical features of Group II include a strap (which is not present in Group III) having a first attachment element, a second
attachment element, and a forefoot portion, wherein the first and second attachment elements are configured to removably engage one
another, wherein the forefoot portion of the strap is configured to secure to a ball portion of the foot (which is not present in Group I),
wherein the strap provides protection and traction to the ball portion and a heel portion of the foot (which is not present in Group III)
when worn by the user (which is not present in Groups I, III).
The special technical features of Group III include securing a forefoot portion of the footwear to a ball portion of the foot by engaging a
first attachment element and a second attachment element (which is not present in Group I); wrapping a first connecting strip connected
to the forefoot portion over a top of the human foot such; and securing with tension a heel portion of the footwear to a heel portion of the
foot by engaging a second attachment feature connected to the heel portion of the footwear to the first connecting strip (which is not
present in Groups I, II).

The common technical features of Groups l-lll include a strap having a first attachment element, a second attachment element, and a
forefoot portion, wherein the first and second attachment elements are configured to removably engage one another, wherein the
forefoot portion of the strap is configured to secure to a ball portion of the foot, wherein the strap provides protection and traction to the
ball portion and a heel portion of the foot.

These common technical features are disclosed by US 7,166,083 2 (BLEDSOE): a strap having a first attachment element, a second
attachment element, and a forefoot portion (boot 12 (strap) has lower wrap 30 with left (first attachment element) and right (second
attachment element) ends, and a forward edge (forefoot portion); figures 1, 2; column 2, lines 54-60), wherein the first and second
attachment elements are configured to removably engage one another, wherein the forefoot portion of the strap is configured to secure
to a ball portion of the foot (left (first attachment element) and right (second attachment element) ends of lower wrap 30 have closure
strips 22 to securely engage (removably engage) outer surfaces of wrap 30, i.e., to one another, such that the forward edge (forefoot
portion) of boot 12 (single-molded strap) is shown secured to foot 42 (bare foot), i.e., to a ball of the foot; figures 1, 2; column 2, lines
55-60), wherein the strap provides protection and traction to the ball portion and a heel portion of the foot (boots 12 (single-molded strap)
are secured around (wrapped around) the foot 42 (bare foot), i.e., foot 42 (bare foot) having a ball and heel contained within boots 12
(single-molded strap), which provides comfort (i.e. protection) while securely holding (i.e. traction) legs 18 and foot 42; figure 1; column
2, lines 35-40, 55-60).

Because the common technical features are disclosed by Bledsoe, the inventions are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept. Therefore, Groups l-lll lack unity.
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