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BODY LIFTER AND CARRIER. 

This invention relates to body lifters and 
carriel's and has as its general object to 
provide a device, by the use of which an 
undertaker may more conveniently handle 

5 a corpse, as for example in supporting the 
same in an elevated position while transfer 
ring it from a bed or couch to a casket and 
while performing other work, such for ex 
ample as the removal of garments, from the 

it) corpse and dressing the same for burial, 
Another important object of the inven 

tion is to provide a body lifter and carrier 
which may be conveniently moved about 
from place to place and so disposed with 

l5 relation to a bed or couch or a casket, that 
the body supported thereby may be sus 
ended in an elevated position directly above 

the bed or couch or the casket. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

20 vide a body lifter and carrier for the pur 
pose stated which may be conveniently 
adapted to the body to be lifted and moved, 
and which, when properly adjusted to the 
body, will firmly and securely grip the same 

25 in a manner to insure against accidental re 
lease of the body. 
Another important object of the invention 

is to provide, in a body lifter and carrier, 
novel means for bracing the body to be sup 

30 poited thereby in a film and Secure manner 
and, at the same time, permit of convenient 
release of the body after it has been lowered 
to the position which it is desired it shall 
occupy. 
Another important object of the inven 

tion is to so construct the device that it may 
be leadily adjusted to adapt it for use in 
lifting and carrying bodies of different stat 
re so that, regardless of the stature of the 

40 body, the same may be lifted and carried 
by the device without any likelihood of sag 
ging of the body. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 
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vide novel means for gripping the trunk of 
45 the body and, likewise, novel means for sup 

porting the head and feet of the body so 
that when the supporting structure of the 
device is adjusted to an elevated position, 
the body will be supported substantially 

50 horizontally, or, in a natural reclining po 
sition. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the 'hody 

lifter and carrier embodying the invention 

i. Application filed May 6, 1925. Serial No. 28,497. 

adjusted to position beside a couch and hav 
ing its supporting members adjusted to sup 
pOit a corpse. 
Figure 2 is a vertical transverse sectional 

View taken substantially on the line 2–2 
of Figure 1, looking in the direction indi 
cated by the arrows. 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the upper 
portion of the device. 
Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view 

taken substantially on the line 4-4 of Fig 
ure 2, looking in the direction indicated by 
the arrows. 
The device embodying the invention in 

cludes a Supporting base structure which is 
indicated in general by the numeral 1 and 
Which comprises spaced side members 2 
which may be of metal, wood, or any other. 
material found suitable for the purpose, and 
which are individually supported at their 
ends b Swiveled casters 3 whereby the device 
may be conveniently rolled about over a 
floor Surface. A socket member 4 is dis 
posed against the inner side of one of the 
side members 2 of the base structure and 
Secured in place by U-bolts or clips 5 which 
are disposed to embrace the upper and lower 
portions of the said socket member and en 
gage at their ends through said side member 
2 and have nuts 6 threaded onto their said 
ends and tightened to cause the U-bolts to 
Securely clamp the Socket member in place 
against the member 2. The member 4 is 
provided with a laterally presented inte 
riorly threaded socket located between the 
bights of the upper and lower U-bolts, and a 
connecting brace Inember, preferably of 
tubular form, and indicated by the numeral 
8, is threaded at one end as at 9, into the 
socket 7. A socket member 10 correspond 
ing to the socket member 4 is disposed 
against the inner side of the other side mem 
ber 2 of the base structure and secured in 
place by -bolts 11 disposed to embrace the 
sanne in the same manner as in the instance 
of the -bolts 5 and engage at their ends 
through the said side member 2 and secured 
by nuts 12. The member 10 is provided with 
a laterally presented interiorly threaded 
socket 13 corresponding to the socket 7, and 
the other end of the brace member 8 is 
threaded into this socket, as clearly shown 
in Figure 2 of the drawings. In this man 
ner, the side members 2 of the base struc 
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ture are relatively braced and constitute a 
Substantial support for the remainder of the 
structure. 
The socket member 10 is formed in its 

upper side with a threaded socket 14, and 
the numeral 15 indicates a tubular standard 
which is threaded at its iower end into the 
said socket. In order to hold the standard 
15 against rotation, the standard is formed 
at one side, at its lower end, with a slot 16, 
and a set screw 17 is threaded through one 
side of the Socket member 10 and projects 
at its end into the slot, as shown in Fig 
lure 2. - - - 
The numeral 18 indicates a head which is 

provided axially with a threaded bore 19 
and is formed, likewise axially, and in its 
under side, with a recess 20 which rotatably 
fits the upper end of the standard member 
15. A standard section 21, threaded as in 
dicated by the numeral 22, is fitted through 
the threaded opening 19 in the head 18, and 
is formed with a longitudinally extending 
groove 23 in which is engaged the inner 
end of a screw 24 which is threaded through 
One side of the standard member or sec 
tion 15, the engagement of the screw 24 
in the groove serving to prevent rotation 
of the threaded standard Section 21 with 
relation to the standard section i 5 and, 
at the same time, permitting of vertical 
adjustment of the standard Section 21 tele 
scopically in the section 15 upon rota 
tion of the head 18. In order that the 
feed head 18 may be rotated so as to ef 
fect vertical adjustment of the standard 
member or section 21 within the member or 
section 15, the said member 18 is provided 
upon its under side with an annular beveled 
gear face 25, and a pinion 26 meshes with 
this gear portion and is fixed upon a shaft 
27 mounted in a bearing at the upper end 
of a blacket 28 bolted or otherwise secured 
to the standard member 15. A socket mem 
ber 29 is secured by a set screw 30 to the 
outer end of the shaft 27 and has a square 
bore 31 to accommodate the squared end 32 
of the shank of a crank handle 33, through 
the operation of which the shaft 27 may be 
rotated. At this point it will be evident 
that by rotating the crank handle 33, the 
standard section 21 may be vertically adjust 
ed in the standard section 15 and, as will 
now be explained, the said standard section 
21 is designed to support certain devices 
which are intended to be engaged with the 
body to be lifted and carried so that. 
through the vertical adjustment of the said 
standard section 21 the body may be lifted 
and suspended in the use of the device. 
The body suspending devices of the car 

rier are suspended from supporting arms 
which will presently be more specifically re 
ferred to and which are, in turn, supported 
by a supporting plate 34, which is of sub 
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stantially rectangular form and is formed 
approximately centrally with an opening 
35 which accommodates the reduced thread 
ed upper end 36 of the standard section 21, 
a nut 37 being threaded onto the said 
threaded end of the standard section and 
tightened to secure the plate 34 in place. 
It will be understood by reference to Figure 
2 of the drawings, that the standard, as a 
whole, is located at one side of the support 
ing base of the structure, so that the base 
structure may be rolled over the floor sur 
face to assume a position beneath the bed or 
couch or the casket, as the case may be, and 
thus position the standard at one side of the 
said bed or couch or the casket. At its 
corners which are relatively remote from 
the bed or couch or the casket, when the de 
vice is positioned as just stated, the plate 34 
is formed with oppositely extending pintle 
portions 38, and the supporting arms here 
tofore referred to, which are indicated by 
the numeral 39, are provided at their outer 
ends with pintle eyes 40 which are both 
pivotally and slidably adjustably connected 
with the respective pintle portions 38, the 
arms, at their intermediate portions, rest 
ing upon the upper sides of supporting 
members 41 which likewise extend in oppo 
site directions from the inner corners of the 
Said plate 34, the arms being, in this man 
ner, sustained in a substantially horizontal 
supporting position and being, as stated. 
slidably adjustable upon the pintle portions 
38 and, of course, over the surface of the 
Supporting members 41. Thus, these aims 
may be relatively adjusted so that the dis 
tance between the arms may be increased or 
decreased under conditions to be presently 
xplained. 
The supporting arms 39 at their inner 

ends, or, in other words, their ends which 
are designed to support the body suspend 
ing devices, are turned downwardly as in 
dicated by the numeral 42, and the down 
Wardly turned portions of the arms are 
formed with hooks 43, located at one side 
thereof and with upwardly turned shank 
portions 44 located at the opposite sides 
thereof, the shank portion terminating in an 
arm 45 which extends in a slightly down 
wardly inclined position, the two arms 45 
extending in opposite directions. 
The body supporting means comprises a 

pair of grapples indicated in general by the 
numeral 46 and each of these grapples coin 
prises a pair of crossed aims 47 pivotally 
connected at an intermediate point as indi 
cated by the numeral 48, the arms being 
provided at their upper ends with over 
turned outwardly extending handle por 
tions 49 whereby the arms may be conven 
iently adjusted about their respective pivots 
in adapting the grapples to the body to be 
lifted and carried. 
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Each grapple is swingingly suspended 

from a respective one of the hooks 43 through 
the medium of a suspension chain indicated 
in general by the numeral 50, each chain 
comprising a section 51 connected at one 
end to one of the grapple arms 47 near the 
upper end thereof, and a shorter length 52 
connected to the other arm of the respective 
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grapple, a hook 53 being connected to the 
endmost link of the chain section 52 and 
engageable interchangeably with the links of 
the section 51 of the chain, whereby the 
chain may be lengthened and shortened and 
the respective grapple thus supported at 
different elevations when the chain as a 
whole, is engaged over the respective hook 
43 of the respective supporting arm 39. At 
this point it will be evident that when the 
grapple is suspended from the respective 
supporting arm, the grapple arms 47 will he 
pulled toward each other at their lipper ends 
and the arms will be swung about their piv 
ots 48 to move their lower portions toward 
each other. Each grapple arm 47, at its 
lower portion, supports a body embracing 
member which is preferably formed of sheet 
metal, although it may be of any other mate 
rial found suitable for the purpose, and said 
member is indicated in general by the nil. 
meral 54 and comprises a relatively broad 
lower portion and a narrower upper portion, 
the former portion being indicated by the 
numeral 55 and the latter by the numeral 56, 
In order to adapt each body embracing mem 
ber to more readily adapt itself at its 
broader lower portion to the contour of the 
body, the said portion of each body embrac 
ing member is formed with a recess 57. The 
body embracing members 54 are more or less 
resilient, and, by providing their broader 
lower portions 55 with the recesses 57, the 
said portions are better adapted to auto 
matically conform to the contour of the 
trunk of the body with which they are en 
gaged, it being understood that correspond 
ing ones of the pairs of body engaging or 
enbracing members are engaged at opposite 
sides of the body to be lifted, as clearly 
shown in Figure 1 of the drawings, the said 
body embracing members being curved from 
their upper to their lower portions to a 
concave form to better adapt them to fit 
Snugly against the opposite sides of the 
trunk of a person of ordinary stature. 
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The lower ends of the grapple arms 47 
are pivotally connected by eye portions. 58, 
formed at their said ends, with pintle bails 
59 riveted or otherwise secured upon the 
outer sides of the body embracing members 
54, at points substantially intermediate the 
upper and lower ends of the said members, 
and the lower portions of the arms 47 are 
curved substantially to conform to the cur 
vature of the said body embracing members 
at their portions which are located above the 

bails 59. Therefore, the body embracing 
members may be pivotally swung to assume 
a position resting at their upper portions 
against the inner sides of the lower portions 
of the arms 47, as shown at the right in Fig 
ure 2 of the drawings. In order to main 
tain the body embracing members in this 
position, keeper loops 60 are slidably mount 
ed upon the lower portions of the arms 4. 
and are adjustable to engage over the tapered 
upper ends of the narrower upper portions 
56 of the body engaging unembers 54, as 
shown in Figure 1, and at the right in Fig 
ure 2. In adapting the body engaging men 
bers to the trunk of the corpse to be lifted 
and carried, the loops 60 are disengaged 
from the tapered upper ends of the upper 
portions of the body engaging members. 
as shown at the left in Figure 2. and the 
body engaging members are disposed against 
the opposite sides of the trunk of the corpse, 
that pair of the said embracing members. 
which is located next adjacent the foot end 
of the device, being engaged substantially 
about the hips of the corpse, and the other: 
body engaging members being engaged 
about the trunk of the corpse above the 
waistline. After the body embracing mem 
be's have been properly positioned, and the 
grapple arms have been properly adjusted, 
the loops 60 are slid downwardly upon the 
arms to engage over the upper ends of the 
body embracing members and lock the same 
in position resting against the inner sides 
of the said arms. . . . . . 

In the use of the apparatus, the same is 
wheeled to position with the standard there 
of extending upright at one side of, for ex 
ample, a bed or couch, upon which the corpse 
is reposing and, if necessary, the crank han 
dle 33 is rotated so as to lower the standard 
section 21 to such position that the body. 
embracing members 54 may be conveniently 
disposed against the opposite sides of the 
corpse in the respective positions previously 
described. The body members are then ad 
justed and, after the loops 60 have been slid 
downwardly upon the arms of the grapples 
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to lock the upper ends of the body embrac 
ing members 54 in embracing position, the 
apparatus is ready for elevation of the 
standard section 21 to bodily lift the corpse, 
this being accomplished through rotation of 
the crank handle 33, as will be readily un 
derstood. At the time of adjusting the body 
embracing members to the corpse, the chains 
50 are, of course, properly adjusted as to 
length so that, at the judgement of the un 
dertaker, the bodiv when elevated, will as 
Sume a substantially, horizontal position. Of 
course, when the crank handle is rotated and 
the standard section 21 is elevated, the pull 
upon the chains 50 will result in the upper 
ends of the grapple arms 49 being moved to: 
ward each other and the lower ends of the 5. 
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arms being likewise drawn toward each 
other, thereby causing the body engaging 
membel's 54 to firmly and securely embrace 
and grip the opposite sides of the trunk of 
the corpse. 
At this point it will be evident that, due 

to the fact that the supporting arms 39 are 
adjustable so as to vary the distance between 
the arms, the body embracing members 54 
may be adjusted so as to embrace bodies of 
different stature, or to be positioned in the 
lmanner to best embrace and support a 
corpse to be lifted and carried. - 
In order that the head and feet of the 

corpse may be supported so that the body 
as a whole may be elevated and supported 
in a horizontal position, a supporting arm 
section 61 is telescopically adjustably fitted 
onto the head one of the arms 45 and a sim 
ilar tubular arm section 62 is telescopically 
adjustably fitted onto the foot one of the 
arms 45, slings 63 and 64 of cloth or other 
material, or, if desired, straps, being sus 
pended from the arm sections 61 and 62 re 
spectively and engaged respectively beneath 
the head and ankles of the corpse. It will 
be understood, of course, that the support 
ing arm Sections 61 and 62 may be adjusted 
upon the arms 45 to adapt the said arm 
Sections to support the slings 63 and 64 in 
proper position, depending upon the stature 
of the body to be lifted and carried. 
From the foregoing description of the in 

vention, it will be seen that there is pro 
vided a device which may be conveniently 
employed in lifting a corpse from a bed or 
couch, carrying the same across a room, and 
depositing the same in a casket. It will 
likewise be evident that the device may be 
employed in supporting a corpse while 
clothing is being removed or applied there 
to. It will furthermore be evident that 
while, heretofore, it has been customary to 
despatch two attendants from an under 
taker's establishment to prepare a corpse for 
burial, the device of the present invention 
enables one man alone to perform this work. 
While the device is intended primarily 

for the purpose of lifting and carrying 
corpses, it may be employed in lifting and 
carrying invalids. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim is: 
1. A body lifting device, comprising a 

base, a standard at one side of the base, a 
supporting member at the upper end of the 
standard projecting laterally theirefrom in 
every direction, arms overhanging the base 
and slidably connected at one end to the 
said support at one side of the standard and 
engaging the support at the opposite side 
of the standard and adjustable laterally to 
wards and from each other and the standard, 
and suspending means at the free ends of the 
a.S. 
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2. A body lifting device, comprising a 
base, a standard rising from the base, a sup 
porting member at the upper end of the 
standard projecting laterally therefrom in 
every direction, arms resting upon the Sup 
porting means and disposed upon opposite 
sides of the standard and in sliding engage 
ment at one end with the support at one side 
of the standard and in contact with the sup 
port upon the opposite side of the standard 
and laterally adjustable towards and from 
each other, and suspending means at the 
free ends of the arms. 

3. A body lifting device, comprising a 
base, a standard rising from the base, a 
Supporting member at the upper end of the 
standard projecting therefrom in every di 
rection, arms disposed upon opposite sides 
of the standard and pivotally connected at 
one end to the support at one side of the 
standard and adapted to engage and rest 
upon the support at the opposite side of 
the standard a short distance from the piv 
otal end, and suspending means at the free 
ends of the arms. 

4. A body lifting device, comprising a 
base, a standard at one side of the base, a 
supporting member at the upper end of the 
standard projecting laterally therefrom in 
'every direction, arms overhanging the base 
and pivotally and slidably connected at one 
end to the support at one side of the stand 
ard and adapted to engage and rest upon 
the support at the opposite side of the stand 
ard a short distance from the pivotally and 
slidably connected end, and suspending 
means at the free ends of the arms. 

5. A device of the class described complis 
ing a vertically adjustable standard, a plate 
supported upon the upper end of the stand 
ard, means for adjusting the standal'd, 
pintle members extending in opposite direc 
tions from the plate, supporting portions 
extending in opposite directions from the 
plate in spaced relation to the pintle mem 
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bers, supporting arms pivotally and slidably 
adjustably connected with the pintle mem 
bers and resting in engagement with the 
upper sides of the supporting members, and 
body suspension means suspended from each 
arm. 6. In a body lifting device, a body grip 
ping unit comprising a pair of crossed piv 
oted grapple arms, body embracing mem 
bers pivoted intermediate their ends to the 
lower ends of the grapple arms, and means 
On the grapple arms to engage the upper 
ends of the body embracing members and 
hold them rigid with respect to the said 
8S. 

7. In a body lifting device, a body grip 
ping unit comprising a pair of crossed 
grapple arms, body embracing members piv 
oted intermediate their ends to the lower 
ends of the grapple arms and having their 
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upper ends tapered, and loops slidable on 
the grapple arms and engageable over the 
tapered ends of the body embracing members 
to hold the latter rigid with respect to the said arms. 

S. In a device of the class described, a 
supporting standard, an al'm extending 
from the standard, a body embracing unit 
comprising a pair of crossed pivoted grap 
ple arms, a flexible suspension element sus 
pended from the first mentioned arm and 
connected at its ends with the said grapple 
arms, above their pivots, and body embrac 
ing members carried by the grapple arms 
below their pivots, the said body embracing 
members being pivotally mounted upon the 
lower portions of the grapple arms, and 
detent loops slidably adjustably mounted 
upon the grapple alms and engageable with 
the body embracing members to hold the 
said members rigid with relation to the said 

S. 

9. In a device of the class described, a 
supporting standard, an arm extending 
from the standard, a body embracing unit 
comprising a pair of crossed pivoted grap 
ple arms, a flexible suspension element sus 
pended from the first mentioned arm and 
connected at its ends with the said grapple 
alms, above their pivots, body embracing 
members comprising curved body embracing 
plates pivoted intermediate their ends to 
the said grapple arms and of a general con 
tour to embrace the opposite sides of the 
body to be lifted, each of said plates having 
its upper portion tapered and its lower por 
tion broad and recessed to provide resilient 
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portions at the opposite sides of the recess 
to adapt the lower portions of the members 
to more readily conform to the contour of 
the sides of the body to be embraced and 
loops slidable on the grapple arms to en 
gage the upper tapered ends of the said 
plates. 

10. In a body lifting device, a standard, 
a supporting member thereon, arms later 
ally adjustable on the supporting member 
and connected thereto at one end and hav 
ing oppositely disposed hooks and arms at 
the other end, body suspending means en 
gaged with the hooks, and sling suspending 
members carried by the last mentioned arms. 

11. A device of the class described com 
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prising a vertically adjustable standard, 
means for adjusting the standard, spaced 
laterally extending supporting arms carried 
by the standard, a body suspension means 
suspended from each arm, and an adjustable 
arm extension upon each arm for supporting a body Suspending sling. 

12. A device of the class described com 
prising a vertically adjustable standard, 
means for adjusting the standard, spaced 
laterally extending supporting arms carried 
by the standard, a body suspension means 
suspended from each arm, and an adjust 
able arm extension upon each arm for sup 
porting a body suspending sling, said sus 
pension arm extensions comprising tubular 
members telescopically adjustably fitting 
the first mentioned supporting arms. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

CHARLES W. SMITH. L. s. 
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