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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that II, JAMEEs CovTINGTON 

O’DONAL, a citizen of the United States, Fe 
siding at Dexter, in the county of Stoddard 
and State of Missouri, have invented a new | 
and useful Moistener for Brooms and | 
Brushes, of which the following is a specifi- || cation. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

moisteners for brooms and brushes. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of broom moisten 
ers, and to provide a simple, inexpensive and 
efficient moistener, adapted to be readily ap- || isprovided in its lower portion with a hori plied to a broom, and capable of delivering | 
water, oil, disinfectant, or any other liquid 
to the straw of the broom in quantities de sired by the operator. 
The invention also has for its object tO. 

provide a moistener of this character, adapt- || 
ed to feed the liquid to a broom in small || 
quantities sufficient to enable the broom to | 

bolts 9, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 of the effectively lay the dust, and without permit 
ting any accumulation of the liquid on the 
floor or other surface, so that there will be no 
liability of skirts, or other garments becom 
ing soiled through contact with the floor, or 
the oil or other liquid carried therefrom to carpeted apartments. 

ith these and other objects in view, the 
invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, and pointed out in the claims here 
to appended; it being understood that va 
rious changes in the form, proportion, size 
and minor details of construction, within the 
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing 
any of the advantages of the invention. 

In the drawing:--Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a moistening device, constructed in 
accordance with this invention, and shown 
applied to a broom. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tional view, showing a pair of moistening de 
vices applied to, a broom Fig. 3 is a detail view of the moistening device, showing the 
construction of the inner side wall and illus 
trating the arrangement of the discharge ap 
ertures. Fig.4 is a detail perspective view 
of the removable support. I 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the 
drawing. 

form, composed of inner and outer sides 2 
and 3, ends 4 and an inclined bottom 5, ex 
tending downwardly and rearwardly from 
the front or outer wall to the inner or rear 
wall, which is larger than the front wall. 
The lower portion of the receptacle is tapered 
to provide a lower.pocket 6 for collecting 
water, oil, or other liquid, and the lower por 
tions of the end walls 4 are tapered to con 
form to the configuration of R 
the receptacle. 
which fits against the side of a broom head 7, 

e bottom of 
The inner or rear side wall 2, 

as clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawing, 
zontal series of apertures 8, located above 
the lower edge of the inner or rear wall, and 
forming outl?ts for the liquid contents, of the receptacle 3. 
The moistener may be arranged on one or 

both of the side faces of a broom head and, if 
desired, a pair of moistening, devices may be 
secured to the broom head by horizontal 

drawing. The bolts pierce the broom head 
between the horizontal rows of stitching, and 
the heads of the bolts engage the inner face 
of the inner or rear side walls of one of the 
moistening, devices, and the nuts of the bolts 
engage the iminer or rear side wall of the other 
moistening device. The i motion of the 
broom in sweeping causes the liquid con 
tents of the moistening device to splash or 
slosh through the apertures 8, and the liquid 
in small quantities is thereby delivered to the 
broom head, and as the flat vertical inner or 
rear wall of the moistening device fits against 
the broom head, it is impossible for the liq 
uid to escape through the discharge outlets 
without coming in. contact with the straw of 
the broom. The inclined bottom wall 
causes the free liquid to flow toward the rear 
wall, and a comparatively Small quantity of 
free liquid within the pocket will operate ef 
REGEN'' in maintaining the broom suffi 
ciently moist to lay the dust. The outlets 
permit Only a Small antity, of liquid to es 
cape, the quantity being just sufficient to 
moisten the broom and to enable the same to 
lay the dust without permitting any water, 
oil, or other liquid to accumulate on the floor, 
or other surface and soil the garments, or col 
lect upon the shoes of persons to be carried to 
other apartments. 
The liquid is supplied to the moistening de 

The moistening device comprises a sheet || vice by saturating absorbent.material 10, 
metal receptacle 1 of substañtially oblong 1 such as cotton batting, or the like, which op 
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permit the liquid to 

the configuration of the tapered 
The EP:t legs 13 are removably fitted in 

g? 

erates to retain a quantity of liquid and also 
to strain or filter the same. The absorbent 
material is arranged upon a support 11, con 
sisting of a horizontal plate, located within 
the receptacle at the top of the tapered por 
tions and dividing the receptacle into an up 
per chamber for the absorbent material, and 
a lower pocket for the free liquid. The hori 
Zontal plate or supporting portion of the sup 
port is provided with perforations 12, which 

percolate through the 
support into the lower pocket of the recepta 
cle. The support is preferably constructed 
of a single piece of sheet metal, which has its 
terminals cut and bent downward to form 
tapering sides or legs 13, which conform to 

ocket. 

the tapered lower portion of the receptacle, 
and the support is adapted to be taken out 
should it become necessary to clean the 
moistening device. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:— 

1. A moistener for attachment to a broom 
or brush head including a receptacle open at 
the top and tapered at the lower portion and 
provided with an imperforate bottom, said 
receptacle being also provided above the bot 
tom with an outlet, and a horizontal support 

- or false bottom extending across the recepta 
cle at a point above the outlet and provided 
with perforations. 

2. A moistener for attachment to a broom 
or brush head including a receptacle open at 
the top and provided with an imperforate 
bottom and having an outlet located above 
the bottom, and a removable support located 
above the outlet and provided at intervals 

930,879 

with perforations and extending across the re 
ceptacle above the said outlet. 

3. A moistener for attachment to a broom 
or brush head including a receptacle pro 
vided with an imperforate bottom and hav. 
ing an outlet located above the bottom, and 
a removable support or false bottom consist 
ing of a plate located above the outlet and 
provided at intervals with perforations and 
having its ends bent downward to form sup 
porting legs, the latter being arranged upon 
the bottom of the receptacle. 

4. A moistener for attachment to a broom 
or brush head including a receptacle open at 
the top and provided with an imperforate 
bottom and having an outlet located above 
the bottom, said receptacle being tapered at 
the lower portion, and a removable support 
consisting of a plate extending across the 
receptacle at a point above the outlet and 
provided at intervals with perforations and 
having depending legs resting upon the bot 
tom of the receptacle. 

5. A moistener for attachment to a broom 
or brush head including a receptacle having a 
lower tapered portion and provided at its in 
ner side with an outlet located above the bot 
tom of the receptacle, and a support located 
within the receptacle and dividing the same 
into an upper chamber and a lower pocket, 
said support consisting of a horizontal plate 
and tapering legs and the upper chamber and 
the lower pocket being in communication. 

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

AMES COVINGTON O’DONAI. 
Witnesses: 

GEo. W. CoY, 
S. P. JEFFERS. 
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