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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JoHN F. MASTERs, OF DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA. 

FLOORING. 

943,14. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 18, 1910. 
Application filed March 15, 1909. Serial No. 483,572. 

To all whom it may concern: the outer board, so that the bolt a for secur Be it known that I, JoHN F. MASTERs, a ing the sections together, not only passes en citizen of the United States, residing at 
Durham, in the county of Durham, State of 
North Carolina, have invented certain new 
and useful improvements in Flooring, of 
which the following is a description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing and to the letters of reference marked thereon. 
My invention relates to an improvement 

in flooring, and particularly to a construc 
tion whereby hard wood floors may be 
quickly and securely laid with compara-. 
tively little trouble and expense. 
My invention consists primarily in a se 

ries of sections of flooring, each section com 
posed of a number of boards permanently 
held together, and provided with permanent 
means secured thereto for the attachment of 
a succeeding section. 
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Further, it consists of the matters herein 
after described and referred to in the ap pended claims. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom panying drawings, in which,- 
Figure 1 is a plan view of two sections of 

flooring, constructed in accordance with my 
invention; Fig. 2 is an edge view; Fig. 3 is a 
section on line 3-3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a 
section on line 4-4 of Fig. 1; Fig. 5 is a 
sectional view, illustrating a modification. 

In the drawings, A represents the sections 
of which the flooring is composed. Each 
section consists of a series of boards or planks 
a, arranged edge to edge. The boards are 
held together to form the sections, by means 
of threaded bolts or screws b, which pass 
transversely through one of the outer side 
boards, through the intermediate boards, and 
are threaded into the opposite outer side 
board of the section. 
In order that the sections may be secured 

together, I have provided each section with 
a transverse opening which extends entirely 
through said section, and is adapted to re 
ceive a threaded bolt c. 
and 4, the board adjacent the outer boards in 
one section, is cut away to form a recess to 
receive a nutd. This recess is located in line 
with the opening through the adjacent sec 

As shown in Figs. 1 

tirely through one section, but through the 55 
opening formed in the outer board of the ad 
jacent section, so that the bolt c, may be 
threaded into the nut d. It will be seen 
therefore, that the threaded bolts or screws 
b, Serve to secure boards together, to form a 
Section, and the threaded bolts a, not only 
serve to hold the Sections together, but also 
aid in holding the boards together of the section through which they pass. 
Instead of the nut d, an elongated hollow 

headed bolt may be used and embedded in 
the section, adjacent the edge thereof. In 
Fig. 5, I have shown a modification in which 
the hollow headed bolts are used, and the 
threaded bolts c, are screwed into the same. 
On the under side of each section, adja 

cent the ends thereof, are reenforcing strips 
B. Said strips are preferably secured to the 
section crosswise the board, and beneath the 
securing bolts, so as to strengthen the Sec 
tion, and especially at the point where it. 
may be weakened by reason of the openings 
through which the bolts pass. 
Having thus particularly described my 

invention, what I claim as new and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A floor comprising a series of sections 
adapted to be secured together, each section 
being formed of a series of boards arranged 
edge to edge, fastening bolts for securing the 
boards together in each section, said fasten 
ing bolts extending through the outer board 
at one side of the section, through the inter 
mediate boards, and being threaded into the 
outer board at the opposite side of said Sec 
tion, threaded bolts passing entirely through 
one of said sections, and into the adjacent 
section, and nuts embedded in said adjacent 
section into which said last named bolts are 
threaded. 

2. A floor comprising a series of sections, 
adapted to be secured together, each Section 
being formed of a series of boards arranged 
edge to edge, fastening bolts for securing the 
boards together in each section, said fasten 
ing bolts extending through the outer board 
at one side of the section, through the inter 
mediate boards, and being threaded into the tions, and a similar opening is made through outer board at the opposite side of said sec 
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tion, threaded bolts passing entirely through In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 
one of Said sections, and into the adjacent in presence of two witnesses. 
section, nuts embedded in said adjacent sec tion, into which said last named bolts are JOHN F. MASTERS. 
threaded, and reinforcing strips secured to Witnesses: f 
the under side of each of said sections, at L. G. CoLE, points adjacent the securing bolts. C. T. THULEVEND. 


